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‘Borra may he sued 
before impeachment’ 


By Norman Bordadora 


‘THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN CAN FILE 
‘charges in the Sandiganbayan against officials. 
of the Commission on Elections found liable for 
the botched billion-peso election compuleriza- 
tion deal, a former Comelec chair sald yesterday. 
Christian Monsod, who served as Comelec 
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Expect по kindness, 
lawyers tell ‘Nicole’ 


By Volt Contreras 


WHEN "NICOLE" TAKES THE WITNESS STAND. 
tomorrow, she will “expect no kindness.” 

The 22-year-old complainant in the Subic 
rape case was yesterday given this fundamental . 
piece of advice by her lawyers as she prepared 
to take the stand for her first public confronta- 
tion with the four US Marines who allegedly 
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Calderon is new PNP chief; Lomibao bows out. 


PNP CHIEF contender, Deputy Director for Operations Avelino Razon 


(left), loses out to Deputy Director General Oscar Calderon. 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


BEFORE THE CALL FROM MALACANANG 
came at around 7 am. yesterday, Oscar 
Calderon said it felt like it was “on the eve 
of your wedding day" 

When finally his phone rang and he 
heard Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 
mita tell him, “Congratulations ... Carry 
on,” the Deputy Director General and 
second in command of the 118,000- 
strong Philippine National Police said he 
began to feel he was levitating. 

"We are all veterans of battles, but the 
excitement and nervousness of waiting 
is different,” Calderon said of his ap- 
pointment by President Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo as the new PNP chief. “It was the 
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HE'S HOT as he exits; and 
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‘Mr. Cool’ says goodbye with 
a song; he'll say bello soon: 


By Luige A. del Puerto RETURN 


OF THE 
COMEBACK?! 


STRUMMING A GUITAR AND 
belting out a 1960s John Denver 
song, the man who helped keep 
President Macapagal-Arroyo in. 
power during the troublous “Gar- 
ci" days said goodbye to his men 
hinting that he might be backin 
government. 

No sooner had outgoing 
Philippine National Police Direc- 
tor General Arturo Lomibao's 
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Reds’ peace bid rejected 


Gov't sticks to war as NDF works out revival of talks in Norway 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


MALACANANG ВЕ- 
mains committed to 
pursuing its all-out war 
against communist 
rebels even if exiled 
leaders of the commu- 
nist-led National Demo- 
cratic Front have asked 
Norway to convince 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to return to the 
negotiating table. 


In a statement, the NDF said it 
had sent its top leadership to Oslo 
on Monday for four days of con- 

Е sultations with the Norwegian 
foreign ministry. 

Norway had facilitated the 
peace talks between the Philip- 
pine government and the NDF be- 
fore negotiations were scuttled in. 
2004. 

The delegation is composed of 
NDF chief negotiator Luis Jalan- 
doni, Fidel Agcaoili, Connie 
Ledesma, Julie de Lima and Aste- 
rio Palima. 

Also present in the consul 
tions are NDF chief political con- 
sultant Jose Ma. Sison, lawyer 
Romeo Capulong, NDF's senior 
legal adviser and NDF panel con- 
sultant Danilo Borjal, 

“As far as we know the stance 
of government remains the same, 
which is no negotiations unless 

REDS' PEACE/A4 


PRESIDENT ARROYO joins the celebration of the 47th Araw ng Lanao del 
Norteat the Mindanao Civic Center gymnasium in the capital town of Tubod 
on Tuesday. 


WEIGHT GAIN. Joma Sison’s latest photo shows he has put on a lot of extra pounds 
since he stopped smoking two years ago. This photo was taken at Amsterdam's 
Schipol Airport. 


AFP report Gov't calls Danny Lim video the ‘smoking gun’ 
backs claim 


of torture 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


President was to coincide with 
anti-Arroyo demonstrations 
marking the 20th anniversary of 
the People Power revolution. 

Reynaldo Esmeralda, NBI re- 
gional director, said the agency 
was summoning Lim to deter- 
mine if rebellion charges could be 
filed against him. 

The 50-year-old Lim, confined 
to his quarters at Fort Bonifacio 
since February, was not immedi- 


By Leila B. Salave 
and Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


‘The Department of Justice an- 
nounced yesterday it had ob- 
tained a copy of the controversial 
video, calling ita “smoking gun.” 

‘The video shows Lim seated at 
a table surrounded by uniformed 
soldiers as he read a statement. A 
transcript of the statement also 
was later released by the National 
Bureau of Investigation. 

Earlier reports said that Lim's 
withdrawal of support from the 


Fil-Am woman sues 
Brando estate executors 


LOS ANGELES—A WOMAN OF FILIPINO DE- 
scent who was Marlon Brando's caregiver, 
companion and “majordomo” of his house- 
hold in the last years of his life has sued the 
executors of his estate, claiming she was 
cheated out of a house that the actor 
promised to give her. 

The suit, filed on behalf of Angela Borlaza 
in Los Angeles Superior Court on Friday last 
week, said she was evicted from the house by 
film producer Mike Medavoy and his brother- 
in-law Larry J. Dressler. 

It said the two men isolated Brando while 
he was still alive to gain control of his estate 
after he died. 

The Oscar-winning actor, known- for his 
roles in movies like "On the Waterfront" and 
"The Godfather,” died on July 1, 2004. 

Borlaza accused Medavoy, Dressler and 
‘Avra Douglas (a friend of Brando's daughter 

FLAW AS 


ately available for comment. 

The DOJ announcement came 
after ANC television news aired 
the video just before midnight on 
Monday. 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez said the video vindicated the 
Arroyo administration and 
proved that the issuance of Presi- 
dential Proclamation No. 1017 
on Feb. 24 declaring a state of na- 

GOVT AS 


A VIDEO SHOWING BRIG. GEN. 
Danilo Lim announcing with- 
drawal of support from Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo during 
an abortive coup attempt in 
February has surfaced and could 
prove damaging to the sacked 
commander of the elite First 
Scout Ranger Regiment. 


A MILITARY REPORT MADE PUB- 
lic for the first time yesterday ac- 
knowledged that the five sup- 
porters of former President 
Joseph Estrada could have been 
tortured by their military captors. 

The report, prepared by а four- 
man military investigating panel, 
for the first time also identified 
the agents of the Intelligence Ser- 
vice of the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines linked to the alleged 
maltreatment. 

‘The report named them as Lt. 
Col. Henry Robinson, former com- 
mander of the Military Intelligence 
Group 15; Navy Capt. Glen Cele- 
brado; Army T/Sgt. Fred Randolf 
Calabines, Casino Ferrolino and 
Jeffrey Palenzuela; Army Sgt. An- 
tonio Beloso Ш; Army Cpl. Raul 
Duran; and Yeoman Chief (YNC) 
Mariano Rapanot. 

The repor, whose publication 
had been withheld by the military, 
was released to media by the coun- 
sel for the so-called “Erap 
5'—Ruben Dionisio, Virgilio Bu- 
staquio, Dennis Ibona, Jim Cabau- 
tan, and Police Officer 3 Jose Cura- 
meng—during yesterday's pretrial 
investigation, 

‘Quoting medical examination 

AFP REPORTI AS 


"THE GODFATHER’ 
The suit may uncover 
detalls of his final days 
still shrouded in 

mystery. » 
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CELEBRATION OF FRIENDSHIP: Retired Commodore Francisco Cedula, 85, goes down memory lane 
with Private First Class Johann Kasten IV at the Philippine-American Friendship Garden during the US 
Independence Day commemoration at the US Embassy in Manila. 
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IT’S HIS WORDS AGAINST HERS. 

After ex-beauty queen Joelle Marie Pelaez reiterated 
her accusations that ousted President Joseph Estrada 
was alleged engaged in money laundering, the latter 
yesterday asked his lawyers to immediately file libel 
cases against Pelaez here and in the United States. 


Pelaez, however, remains undaunt- 
ей and is set to file today charges of 
money laundering, forgery, and 
estafa against the former president 
and eight others before the Pasig City 
Prosecutor's Office, accusing them of 
laundering P2.07 billion worth of 
stocks and other debt instruments us- 
ing her name without her knowledge. 

The 29-year-old Pelaez, an Ameri- 
can citizen, will also file a case of 
identity fraud against them upon her 
return to the US. 


Libel case 

Lawyer Rufus Rodriguez said the li- 
bel case in the Philippines will be han- 
dled by the Rodriguez and Casila Law 
Offices, while the Siguion-Reyna, 
Montecillo, and Ongsiako Law Office 
will take over the US litigation. 

Pelaez , second runner-up in the 
1999 Bb. Pilipinas beauty pageant, 
declined to speak to reporters at the 


SWEET DEALS 
FROM 
SINGAPORE 
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Ninoy Aquino International Airport 
(Naia) after she arrived from the US 
оп Monday night. 

But Pelaez's mother, Blanquita, told 
reporters her daughter had the evi- 
dence against Estrada and the others. 

"They used her name and forged 
her signature so that they could laun- 
der money, stocks, and bonds," the el- 
der Pelaez added. 

‘The National Bureau of Investigation 
(NBI) has expressed interest in the case. 

“Now that she is in the country, we 
would coordinate with Ms Pelaezs 
lawyer in asking her to confirm her 
affidavit and answer clarificatory 
questions,” NBI Interpol Division 
chief Claro de Castro Jr. said. 

Estrada's alleged money launder- 
ing activities were published last May 
in a Manila broadsheet and carried on 
the Internet, Rodriguez added. 

“From the very beginning, Pres. 
Estrada has made known his belief 
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OLONGAPO — CITY—YESTERDAY 
was Philippine-American Friendship 
Day, an occasion which has no mean- 
ing to 36-year-old Marissa Navidad. 
Navidad is an Amerasian who 
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Second F 


Erap, former beauty | 
een swap charges - 


that Ms. Pelaez’ sudden appearance 
in publicis part ofa political program 
to distract him as he renders his testi- 
mony before the Sandiganbayan 
which is hearing the plunder case 
against him,” Rodriguez said. 

But in an interview over DZBB yes- 
terday morning, Pelaez stressed that 
her accusations against Estrada were 
not politically motivated. 

Pelaezs mother said charges would 
also be filed against San Miguel Corp. 
president Ramon Ang, United Coconut 
Planters Bank (UCPB) president Loren- 
то Tan, chief executive officer Jeroni- 
mo Kilayko, vice presidents Alfredo 
Bautista and Rafael Bueno, Jr., Robert 
Sobrepena of the Fil-Estate Group, Jim- 
my Borromeo, and Jaime Dichavez.. 

She said she was ready to face 
whatever issues that would be 
thrown at her, including her mother’s 
failed handcuff deal with the Philip- 
pine National Police (PNP) when Sen. 
Panfilo Lacson was still its chief. 

Rodriguez pointed out that Ms 
Pelaez's accusation was a rehash of for- 
mer intelligence chief Col. Victor Cor- 
pus's charges at the Senate in 2001 that 
Estrada and his wife Sen. Loi Estrada 
were allegedly laundering nearly $1-bil- 
lion in Hong Kong, Canada and the US. 

The source of Corpus wrong infor- 
mation was Blanquita, he added. 

With a report from Margaux Ortiz 
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more than 50,000 Filipinos whose, will help us find our fathers—will 
fathers were American servicemen 
stationed in military bases here un- 
til 1992, Amerasians like Navidad, 
may never meet their fathers. 
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JOELLE MARIE PELAEZ is all smiles upon her arrival on Monday. 


‘we consider July 4a real friendship 
day," Navidad said yesterday. 

"The outspoken woman is a mem- 
ber of the National League of Am- 
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By Tonette Orejas has never met hêr American father. “Only when Filipino Amerasians  erasians (NLA) and lives in the village 
PDI Centrat Luzon Desk ‘And since the US government are recognized by the United of Sta. Rita, outside the former Subic 
refuses to honor the birthright of ` States as citizens—a status that Naval Base, now an economic zone. 


Based on an NLA survey, there 
were 3,000 Amerasians living in 
this city in 2004. 

Over the years, July 4 has become 
the rallying point in their search for 


their fathers, according 
to Navidad. 

"The day stands 
for friendship. It's in- 
spiring but it’s also 
ironic," she said. 

‘The US government 
gave them aid, Navi- 
dad said, but the Am- 
erasian Immigration 
Act of 1982 excluded 
Filipino Amerasians 
from emigrating to the 
US under the sponsor- 
ship of an American. 

It’s unfair, she said, 
because that privilege 
was given to Am- 
erasans from Thai- 
land, Korea, Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia. 

The NLA had filed 
a class suit against the 
United States govern- 
ment but a San Fran- 
cisco had dismissed 
their case in 1993, 

Nevertheless, the 
NLA continued to help 
members find their 
American fathers. 

‘There were some 
successes. Of the 125 
Amerasians in its ac- 
tive registry, at least 
eight had obtained 
US citizenship and 
were reunited with 
their fathers. 

Some fathers would 
be found but they re- 
fused to answer letters, 
phone calls or e-mails 
from their children. 

Forty-seven Am- 
erasians had abso- 
lutely no information 
on their fathers, 

Only a few fathers 
actually came look- 
ing for their children. 

‘According to Navi- 
dad, there are some 
50,000 Amerasians 
in the Philippines. 

The US Embassy has 
strict requirements in 
claiming American citi- 
zenship. At least 13 
documents need to be 
presented, including 
birth certificates signed 
by the father and aff- 
davit of paternity, ac- 
cording to Navidad, 
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Maguindanao fighting imperils peace talks | 


PEACE TALKS TO END NEARLY 40 YEARS 
of Muslim rebellion in the South may be 
threatened by sporadic fighting in Min- 
danao, the rebels chief negotiator said yes- 
алдау, 

Thousands of villages have fled the 
fighting and negotiator Mohacher Iqbal ac- 
cused some soldiers of openly taking sides 
in battles since last week between Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation Front (MILF) rebels and 
paramilitary forcesin central Mindanao, 

“Its certainly a setback to the talks,” 
Iqbal told Reuters by phone, warning that 
the governments failure to restrain its 
troops “may erode the MILF's trust and 
confidence.” 


Editor’s 
killer 
a VIP 
in jail 


PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


PAGADIAN CITY—THE 
former policeman con- 
viced of kiling a jour- 
ralist manages to play 
tennis with the jail war- 
denin the Pagadian City 
Rehabilitation Center 
PRO. 

Seven months ago, 
Cebu Regional Trial 
Court Judge Ramon 
Codila sentenced 
Guillermo Wapie to 
life imprisonment for 
the May 2002 killing of 
Zamboanga — Scibe 
managing editor and 
dxKP anchorman 
Edgar Damalerio. 

Wapile had been 
transfered to the 
PCRC when Judge 
Codila ordered his 
commitment to the 
National Bilibid Prison. 
in Muntinlupa City. 

But he has since 
been recommitted to 
Jail here to face 'rob- 
bery and car theft 
charges. 

His next court hear- 
ing is scheduled on 
Aug. 10, or eight 
months after his last 
court appearance 
December last yeas 


be 


Good player 

While waiting, 
Маре plays tennis 
matches with the jail 
warden, Supt. Mamer- 
to Baroro, and prison 
guards. He even al- 
legedlysings along to a 
videoke machine, 
which he is said to co- 
own and operate in- 
side the PCRC. 

Baroro admitted to 
playing tennis with 
Wepile, whom he de- 
scribed as a good play- 
e 

But “whenever we 
play tennis, he isheavi- 
ly guarded Baroro 
Said of the convicted 
kiler. 

“Some jail employ- 
ees would ask him to 
play singles or doubles, 
and I see nothing 
‘wrong with it because 
we always observe se- 
curity precautions 
whenever he is outside 
his cell” the warden 
added. 


Celebrity 

Barro, however 
denied that Wapile co 
Owned the videoke 
machine in the PCRC. 

Conchita San Diego, 
the provincial social 
welfare and develop- 
ment officer who lives 
near the compound, 
was surprised to learn 
that the jail had a 
videoke machine, 

San Diego зай 
singing might be “а 
‘good emotional outlet 
for inmates to ease the 
boredom of prison 
life, but pointed out 
that it should be free of 
charge. 

Barro said he 
wanted to write the Pa- 
gadian Regional Trial 
Cour to speed up 
Wapilés trial so he 
would be free of the 
celebrity inmate. 

+ 


The MILF has been negotiating with the 
government since 1997 to halt a conflict 
that has killed more than 120,000 people 
and held back development ofthe south. 

Iqbal said Amy regulars, backed by 
three armored vehicles, were in action on 
Monday against MILF positions in Shariff 
Aguak town, where seven people were 
killed last month by a bomb aimed at the 
powerful govemor of Maguindanao 
province, Andal Ampatuan. 

Colonel Alex Cabales, the army's deputy 
division commander, said soldiers and 
tanks were deployed along the main high- 
way to prevent rebels from encroaching on 
urban centers, denying troops were directly 
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involved in the clashes. 

“The latest incident of conflict is an iso- 
lated case that has not dented the overall 
spirit of the peace process; said Ignacio 
Bunye, a spokesperson for President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo, adding the military was 
ordered to restore order and help evac- 
ues. 

"The government is determined to pur- 
sue peace and development while taking 
all effective means to stop terrorism and 
bringing to justice those who have engaged 
inbombings and depredations.” 

On Monday evening, hundreds of 
paramilitaries laid seige to farming village. 
in Shariff Aguak occupied by Muslim rebels 


for nearly a week, advancing under cover 
cof howitzer and mortar re. 

Several houses in the village were on fire 
asthe febels withdrew. They were expected 
to launch a counter-attack, said Colonel 
“Tristan Kison, an Army spokesperson. 

Kison said paramilitary forces from oth- 
ег Maguindanao towns were sent to Shariff 
Aguak as reinforcements, prompting thou- 
sands of civilians from seven towns to flee 
their homes and farms. 

The paramilitary forces are civilians 
trained and armed by the military to help 
defend their communities, but analysts say 
they are used by local politicians as private 
armies. Reuters 
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Expect no kindness, 
lawyers tell ‘Nicole’ 


From page Al victims] should ery. Victims re- 
act differently, It's not ethical 
[for a lawyer to coach them to 
ery]," Ursua said. ^ 

“She has become prayerful, | 
especially after the incident. 1 
сап say she has become closer 
to her God,” the lawyer said of | 
Nicole, a Catholic and a man- 
agement accounting graduate 
of Ateneo de Davao. | 


4th of July lunch 

Ursua was not the only 
lawyer engaged in boosting а у 
clients morale yesterday. 

Jose Justiniano said he and 
his colleagues in the defense 
team had a “Fourth of July” 
lunch of "Chinese hot pot 
(Shabu-shabu)" with the four ac- 
cused Americans at the building 
in the US Embassy compound 
where they are being held 

Justiniano, who described 
the lunch as a "small party" to 
mark US Independence Day, 
said he even played his sax for 
the soldiers and their guards. 


abused her on Nov. 1, 2005. 

"We have given her a pep 
talk,” private prosecutor Eva- 
Туп Ursua told the INQUIRER. 
“Basically, we told her not to 
expect kindness [but to] expect 
cruelty, because {the defense) 
will certainly try to destroy het 
character and make all sorts of 
| insinuations.” 

Nicole will be the prosecu- 
tion’s 20th witness when she 
takes her oath at Branch 139 of 
the Makati City Regional 
Court, which began hearing 
hercase on June 2. 

“I told her to be as sponta- 
meous as possible and to be 
very clear about her descrip- 
tion," Ursua said when reached. 
on the phone minutes after she 
conferred with her client. 

‘The lawyer said she expect- 
ed Nicole's direct examination 
to take two or three hearings. 

After that, she will be hand- 
ed over to-the defense for 
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grilling. Asked to describe the sol- 
EDEN diers’ spirits at this point in the 
Imagine' trial, the lawyer said Lance 


The public prosecutors earli- 
er notified Judge Benjamin Po- 
zon that they would allow 
Nicoles testimony to be 
opened to the public except for 
portions directly dealing with 
the alleged rape. 

Aside from preparing herself 
physically with adequate sleep, 
Nicole has also been advised to 
"imagine herself facing the ac- 
cused.” 

Should she become nervous 
or come dangerously close to 
breaking point, she should “fo- 
cus on any one person in the 


Cpl. Daniel Smith (who 
claimed to have had consensu- 
al sex with Nicole) remained 
the quiet one, while Staff Sgt. 
Chad Carpentier (the highest 
ranking of the four accused) 
cracked jokes during the 
lunch. 

The other accused are Lance 
Corporals Dominie Duplantis 
and Keith Silkwood. 


Dead drunk 
Asked what he expected 


from Nicole's testimony, Justini- 
ano said: "I think she will go by 
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gallery who can provide a reas- 
suring presence for her," Ursua 
recalled telling the com- 
plainant. 

While her client has broken 
into tears a number of times 
aspartof the courtroom audi- 
ence, Ursua said she would 
never explicitly coach any 
rape victim to weep in court 
just to give "a sign of credibili- 


her sisters (Anna Liza Franco's) 
story that she was drunk when 
the incident happened.” 

“If she says she was drunk, 
then it would be difficult for 
her to remember much,” he 
said, adding: 

“But if, on the other hand, 
she would be able to recall a 
lot, then it will not support [the 
prosecution's] position that 
she was dead drunk [and could 
not have consented to sex with 


Frompage Al 


there is a ceasefire (on hostilities),”" Press Sec- 
retary Ignacio Bunye told reporters yesterday, 
when asked to comment on the NDF leaders’ 


“I don't think we should fol- consultations with the Norwegian foreign 


low the stereotype that [rape Smith]." ministry. 
Ms Arroyo declared last month an all-out 

ечен rr n 

VITA) aa gears CAP 

AANO INA FRAT PURE 

i007 AUD ee T БЕ 

ets aite esc e p З. 

> t9 


| 


CAPSULE 
mem 

Jor woman. si 
"Gor mensi 


«Helps niowarng and qu ora dsoasos 
ood pressure ‘oft spinon and ver 
+ Promotes normal "Uoc олеш 
blood pressure БЕИ 

+ Ennanois inmune. 


GINKGO 
BILOBA 


SOFT CAPSULE 


ven n 


SOFT CAPSULE 

тлер, 

Comas hoon disease 

* korps lonar chosen 
lovi 


SOFT CAPSULE 
*Anicsoss and 
КЕТ 


* Can prevent bearing 


+ Eanancas bo growth of КО ts di «Can proven postato. 
ctis mses, Vetus, E ra. y and breast cancer 
honos and cortos hetero {сойыл jr Cou troat cbost 
MP "^ Evening Prmmeoe. v 


тоздан Blood tonic or beter 


unc Mings. 


Ming's 


n Eny 
л, AMINO ALOE OIL 
aren. ACID i PRIMROSE ‘SOFT CAPSULE 
SOFT CAPSULE SOFTGEL «Usad want city 
pd “iongnan evan 
бөти f 
fea nak сон 
UP + usata a vestmont of and rosiores дотодо 
Si wider vy [P pe 
3 шили f° ттш 
[jest Ic Kc 
LLL Wen 
itn se 


aep 


positas e 


Ай products aro BFAD approved 


SR FOODS PHILS. 


Tals.: 591-8108 «09224760738 


pow iat ELOV 


QUNESE DRUG STORE 
Located at solacted molls 


Í.. WE WELCOME LUZON, VISAYAS AND MINDANAO DISTRIBUTORS 


war on communist rebels and set aside P1 
billion for the military and police for the 
acquisition of hardware like helicopter 
gunships to crush the 38-year communist 
insurgency in two years in certain parts of 
Luzon. 

As part of the all-out war, the govern- 
ment is preparing to file murder cases 
against Sison, founding chair of the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines (CPP), both 
in the Netherlands where he is based and in 
the Philippines. 

“Consultations with the NDF are part of ће 
ordinary contacts that Norway-has with the 
parties, We had the same kind of talks with 
representatives from the (Philippine) govern- 
ment at the beginning of June,” Tore Hattrem, 
director general of the Section of Peace and 
Reconciliation at the Norwegian foreign min- 
istry, told AFP. 

Hattrem said there were no prospects for a 
quick restart of the peace talks on the Philip- 
pines, "but we are working with the aim that 
the talks can be resumed їп a longer perspec- 
tive.” 

Bunye said no meaningful negotiations 
could start because the New People's Army, 
the military arm of the CPR had launched at- 
tacks on government forces. 

Besides, he did not think the CPP-NDE.NPA 
was sincere in returning to the peace table. 
"Let me say action speaks louder than words, 
and by their actions they don't seem to be seri- 
ous їп pursuing real meaningful negotia- 
tions," Bunye said. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Mike Defensor 
has said the government will just engage in 
peace negotiations with communist leaders at 
the grass-roots level. 

"The NDF called off negotiations with the 
government two years ago because of the ter- 
rorist tag on the CPR МОР and NPA by the 
United States. The CPP and the 7,400-mem- 
ber NPA are also on the European Union's list. 
of terrorist groups, while the Nether- 
lands-based NDF is not. 

"The consultations shall deal with the pos- 
sibility of resuming the formal talks while the 
Arroyo regime is still in power,” said Ruth de 
Leon, executive director of the NDF Interna- 
tional information office. 


Human rights violations 

The delegation also wants Norway to 
convince the Philippine government to re- 
spect agreements between the govern- 
ment and the NDF concerning respect for 
civil rights, "in the face of rampant gross 
human rights violations in the Philip- 
pines." 

The Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC) 
monitors the implementation of the Compre- 
hensive Agreement on Respect for Human 
Rights and International Humanitarian Law 
(Carhrihl). 

"The JMC offices in Quezon City are funded 
by the Norwegian government and have been 
receiving complaints of violations of the 
Carhrihl by both government and NDF forces 
since 2004, 

However, members from both sides have 
yet to meet to discuss the human rights viola- 
tions charges—more than 800 of them-—be- 


Reds’ peace bid in Oslo rejected 


cause of the stalled formal talks. 

At least 233 leftist activists have been 
killed since Ms Arroyo took power in 2001. 
‘The military and the police have denied al- 
legations that they are conducting a “dirty 
war" 

De Leon said the Norwegian government. 
and peace advocates the world over recog- 
nized the need for vigorous efforts for the 
resumption of peace negotiations amid the 
escalating human rights violations under 
the Arroyo administration's all-out war pol- 
iy" 

Tn a report, Наце had commented that 
the rise in political killings and human rights 
violations in the country was stalling the 
peace negotiations. 


Reforms 

The NDF said the consultations in Oslo 
“shall also deal with how to keep active and 
productive the NDF negotiating panel and the 
NDF reciprocal working committee on social 
and economic reforms, and possibly working 
groups on political and constitutional reforms 
and on the end of hostilities and disposition of 
forces.” 

The NDF said it planned to continue to pre- 
pare drafts of agreements on social, economic 
and political reforms and to test them in 
working sessions and open forums with re- 
spected Filipino experts and certain govern- 
ment officials and che political opposition. 

“Thus, alevel of consensus shall be reached 
even before the resumption of the formal 
talks, and thus accelerating the progress of fu- 
ture negotiations,” it said. 


Senator Madrigal 

On Monday, Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez accused opposition Sen. Jamby Madrigal 
of “treason” and warned she could be prose- 
cuted after she held unauthorized talks with 
NDF leaders in the Netherlands. 

Madrigal, an Arroyo critic, has insisted she 
has no political agenda and is only interested 
“in preventing further bloodshed.” She issued 
a joint statement with the rebel leaders urg- 
ing Ms Arroyo to halt the military offensive 
and to return to peace talks, 


Stop terror acts 

‘Asked what uctions the communist rebels 
should take to show they were sincere in re- 
suming peace talks, Bunye said the rebels 
should stop torching cell sites, ambushing 
certain people, and planting land mines. 

He said the government would assess the 
situation should the communist rebels stop 
their terror acts. 

*1 think the stance of government is to pur- 
sue the armed clements of the communist 
group but at the same time we will pursue so- 
cial development projects for the countryside 
where they have been recruiting their mem- 
bers,” Bunye said. 

Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser on the 
peace process, is expected to hold a press 
conference today upon his return from Nor- 
way and Azerbaijan. With reports from 
Norman Bordadora in Manila, Delfin 
Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luson Bureau, 
and AFP 
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BSP may take 
Noli up on OFW 
remittance raffle 
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Singapore Pinay held for compatriot's slay freed on bail. 


SINGAPORE—A FILIPINO MAID AR- 
rested in Singapore in connection with 
the death of a compatriot has been re- 
leased on bail, police said Tuesday. 

"She has been released on bail pending 


son Sandra Yip told AFP. 

"The maid, whose name was not disclosed 
by police, was arrested Friday after a fellow 
‘Filipina, with whom she had a dispute, was 
found dead at the bottom of a high-rise 


The two womén had been overheard 
arguing outside a flat on the 18th floor 
beforethe incident. 

‘On May 29, Filipino maid Guen Aguilar 
‘was sentenced to 10 years imprisonment for 
the killing of fellow domestic worker Jane La 


Puebla, whose body was chopped to pieces. 

Aguilar escaped the death penalty af- 
ter the charge was reduced to culpablé. 
homicide not amounting to murder due 
to her mental state when she commit- 
AFP 


ted the crime last September. 
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THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS 15 
now in the final phase of its review of Vice 
President Noli de Castro's proposal for it to 
hold а monthly raffle draw to reward over 
seas Filipino Workers (OFWs) who course 
their remittances through the banks. 

Quoting BSP Governor Armando Tetangco 
Jr's reply to his letter on this subject, De Cas- 
tro, presidential adviser on OFWs, said the 
BSP was carefully studying the rules and me- 
chanics that will govern the raffle program, 
including the use of electronic coupons. 

Tetangco cited several thorny issues being 
ironed out as “reputational risks in view of 
numerous text scams invoking the BSP's 
name, administrative difficulties in imple- 
menting a nationwide raffle program, and an- 
ticipated limited additionality given that 
banks are estimated to have captured 85 per- 
cent of total remittances in 2005." 

De Castro's proposal aims to grant a reward 
scheme to OFWs, through a raffle system 
done monthly, which entitles an OFW to one 
raffle coupon for every $100 remittance Ё 
transaction he or she will make through for- 
mal channels. At present, the average amount 
‘of monthly remittance transaction made by 
OFWs ranges from $300 to $400. 

De Castro said that it was necessary to push 
for ways to ease the burden of OFWs consid- 
ering the contributions they make in achiev- 
ing the 5.5 percent gross national product 
growth of the economy in the first quarter of 
the year. 

He has also asked the BSP to coordinate 
with the local banking system on how to low- 
er and mitigate the banking charges and ser- 
vice fees imposed on remittances by OFWs. 

He likewise suggested to BSP to study the 
feasibility of providing a “special exchange 
rate” for OFWs. 


ongoing investigations,” police spokesper- apartment block after an apparent fall. 
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"As a painter, | need my eyesight to be at its best," says renowned painter Malang. "So when: 

experienced vision problems, immediately went to St. Luke's. It is the only hospital for me.” 
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St. Luke's 
International 
Eye Institute 
Patron 


St. Luke's.eye doctors performed outpatient cataract surgery on Malang's eye, using cutting- 
edge phacoemulsification with state-of-the-art intraocular lens implantation. The 
ultramodern procedure restored his vision and enabled him to resume his normal daily 
activities. "The medical staff is highly competent and compassionate. | have complete 

trust and confidence in my doctors.", Malang affirms. The renowned artist was so 
impressed with the results of the surgery that he returned to St. Luke's to 

undergo the same procedure for his other eye. '! feel at home when I'm at St. 

Luke's. All my children and grandchildren go to St. Luke's for their healthcare 

,needs." 


"Now, | can paint even without my eyeglasses," says Malang. 
'St, Luke's is the, best!" : : 
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WITHDRAWAL OF SUPPORT that never was starring Brig Gen. Danilo Lim in the ABS-CBN video. The NBI said 
itis planning to confront Lim on Friday and other officers standing behind himwouldbesubpoenaed. тустас 


Frompage Al 
tional emergency was justified. 
Ms Arroyo lifted the procama- 
tion a week later, saying that the 
plot to oust her by a "cabal" of rene- 
gade soldiers, communist insur- 
gents, opposition politicians and 
businessmen had been aborted. 


‘Happy for that tape’ 

Тт happy with that, Рта really 
Kappy for that tape because it, I 
think, supports the government's 
attitude in issuing 1017 because 
there was really a threat to na- 
tional security which they cannot 
deny now, not even the Supreme 
Court,” Gonzalez told reporters. 

The Supreme Court subse- 
quently upheld in a landmark 
decision the validity of Ms Ar- 
royo's emergency proclamation 
But said the acts committed un- 
der the declaration, including a 
Faid on an opposition newspa- 
per and warrantless arrests, 
were unconstitutional because 
they did not conform with legal 
procedures. 

State lawyers have sought re- 
@onsideration of the court deci- 
оп, as well as two other rulings 
ой Ms Arroyo's gag rule on offi- 
Gals appearing before congres- 
sional hearings under Executive 


Order No. 464 and her calibrated 
preemptive response policy of 
cracking down on dissenters. 

‘The decisions were a severe 
setback to the President as she 
grappled with a crisis of legitima- 
cy over allegations she stole the 
May 2004 election—charges she 
has vehemently denied. 

Last week, the opposition filed 
four impeachment complaints 
against the 59-year-old Presi- 
dent, repeating election fraud 
charges brought before the 
House of Representatives last 
year and additional allegations 
She engaged in systematic politi- 
cal killings to stifie dissent. 

In the video, Lim declared a 
crisis “of extreme proportions" in 
the country listing a host of prob- 
lems in society. 

“The entire system has broken 
down—thanks to a President 
whose legitimacy has been de- 
nied by the vast majority of our 
people,” the West Point-trained 
general said. 

“In her mad desire for power, 


she has corrupted and-destroyed" 


all institutions, she has promoted 
a policy of loot and plunder while 
hypocritically announcing a war 
against corruption,” Lim said. 

He added that Ms Arroyo cor- 


rupted Supreme Court justices, 
the Commission on Elections, the 
mass media, some members of 
the military, the police and the 
clergy, and teachers who counted 
the votes іп the 2004 election. 

“Pursuant therefore to our con- 
stitutional duty as protector of 
the people and the state, we have 
today withdrawn our support 
from Mrs. Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo in order to end her unconsti- 
tutional and illegal occupation of 
the presidency" he said. 

Lim also said the Armed Forces 
of the Philippines would main- 
tain law and order and leave the 
business of running the govern- 
ment to “professionally compe- 
tent, morally upright, patriotic, 
trustworthy and self-sacrificing 
Filipinos whom we now invite to 
forma new government.” 


Evidence 

Gonzalez said the video could 
be used asevidence in coup d'etat 
cases the AFP might file with the 
DOJ. 
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"THAT DID NOT COME FROM US," Rear Adm. Rufino P. Lopez, head of the fact-finding team, says 
referring to the Danilo Lim video allegedly recorded at ABC 5. 


Gov't calls Danny Lim video the ‘smoking gun’ 


against the government. 

“I don't think General Lim can 
deny that. 1 think this incident 
has shown that General Lim was 
lying because he said before the 
NBI that he never got involved,” 
he said. 

Gonzalez also said he watched 
with Ms Arroyo the ANC telecast 
of Lim's video. 

"The President was satisfied. It 
was quite balanced and in fact I 
would say the twist was a little bit 
more favorable because in effect, if 
you will use your mind, it justifies 
"why 1017 was issued. That state- 
ment which was supposed to be 
delivered at the height of that crisis 
оп Feb. 24 indicated there was a 
dear and present danger to the 
state at that time,” Gonzalez said. 


Palace denial 

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor said Mala- 
cafiang did not have a hand in the 
release of the video, insisting on 
his previous claims that it was 
filmed by ABC 5 television net- 


“You have already the smokingszeWorkowhich had repeatedly de- 


gun,” he said. 

Gonzalez also said the video 
indicated that Lim was lying 
when he earlier told the NBI that 
he was not involved in actions 


ied the claim. 

"Defensor noted that the tape 
was released while “all was quiet 
on the military front." 

He said the only “noise” was 


‘Borra may be sued before impeachment’ 


From page Al 
there was a Supreme Court deci- 
sipn on the filing of charges in 
the antigraft court against offi- 
eibls of constitutionally created 
Agencies. 

Abalos and the Comelec com- 
issioners are of the position that 
they have to be removed through 
‘impeachment first before charges 
‘eqn be filed against them. 
Z-Monsod said the opinion that 
Gomelec officials could be 
Gharged in the Sandiganbayan 
had been put forward by Kilos- 
bayan headed by former Senate 
President Jovito Salonga and 
Sén. Aquilino Pimentel. 

“Both Kilosbayan and Pi- 
(gentel have filed complaints 
against Comelec officials in the 
Qffice of the Ombudsman in 
gpnneation with the Mega Pacif- 
i¢deal. 

“I agree with the position 
(that a criminal case may be 
filed against the commissioners 
even before they are im- 
peached)," said Monsod, also а 
member of the Constitutional 
Commission that drafted the 


1987 Constitution. 

Like the President or the Chief 
Justice, officials of constitutional- 
ly created agencies—the Com- 
elec, Office of the Ombudsman, 
Commission on Audit and the 
Civil Service Commission—can 
be impeached. 

Monsod wondered why the 
Ombudsman had yet to find 
Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos 
liable for the failed Р1.3-ЫШоп 
Mega Pacific contract. 

“It’s hard to imagine (Com- 
missioner Resurreccion) Borra 
would be singled out when ev- 
erybody signed and the CEO is 
the chair? Why would they 
need more time to investigate 
when the case has been pend- 
ing for over two years?” Mon- 
sod said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

So far, only Borra has been 
found liable by the Ombuds- 
man. He could face impeach- 
‘ment proceedings in connection 
with the failed poll automation 
contract. 

The Office of the Ombudsman 
announced on June 30—the 


deadline set by the Supreme 
Court for the agency to resolve its 
inquiry into the liability of poll of- 
ficials—that other officials, in- 
cluding Abalos, were still under 
investigation. 


Primary responsibility 

Besides Abalos and Borra, re- 
tired Commissioners Luzviminda 
Tancangco, Rufino Javier, Ralph 
Lantion and Mehol Sadain, and 
current Commissioner Florentino 
Tuason Jr. approved the poll au- 
tomation contract on April 15, 
2003. 

"Certainly, one can't say that 
the person with the primary re- 
sponsibility over the matter was 
Borra,” Monsod said. 

The Supreme Court voided the 
deal in January 2004 on the 
grounds that the Comelec had 
disregarded the laws and its bid- 
ding procedures. 

In a statement released in De- 
cember 2005, Pimentel said the 
Supreme Court, in its decision 
declaring the poll automation 
contract null and void, expressly 
held that poll officials could be 


AFP report backs claim of torture 
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reports from the Philippine Na- 
tional Police Crime Laboratory, 
the investigating panel said there 
was the "possibility that physical 
harm may [have been) commit- 
ted against the person of Dionisio 
and the four other apprehended 
suspects,” 

‘The investigators said Rapanot 
only claimed to have seen Palen- 
zuela punch Dionisio , The rest of 
the Isafp men did not mention 
other instance of torture or harm, 

"The injuries found in the bod- 
{es of Dionisio and the four other 
apprehended suspects as evi- 
enced by the physical examina- 
tion reports. constitute probable 
cause of maltreatment,” the sev- 
en-page investigation report said. 

The lawyers for the com- 
plainants said the Isafp agents tor- 
tured the five Estrada supporters to 


force them to confess they were 
communist hit men out to assassi- 
nate President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The Judge Advocate General's 
Office (Jago), which is conduct- 
ing the pretrial investigation 
preparatory to court-martial of 
Robinson and seven of his men, 
relented and furnished a copy of 
the report to the complainants 
who had demanded them. 

‘The five men were abducted 
from Eustaquio's house on May 
22, They were not shown in pub- 
lic until three days lates, while 
Isafp denied the men were under 
military custody. 


Four sigh impeach rap 
Yesterday, four of the Erap 5 
‘went to the House of Representa- 
tives and signed an impeachment 
complaint against Ms Arroyo, join- 
ing a citizen-led opposition’ cam- 


paign to unseat the President. Cura- 
meng did not join in the signing be- 
cause he is still in the active service. 

‘The 60-year-old Dionisio bore 
the brunt of the torture, saying he 
was forced to admit to being a 
communist assassin out to kill Ms 
Arroyo and other Cabinet officials. 

But though the names of the 
Isafp agents were already known, 
they did not appear at yesterday's 
pretrial hearing called by the Ja- 
go investigating officer, Maj. 
Agustin Matavia. 

"The elght Isafp men, however, 
were represented by four private 
lawyers. 

For the second time, the Erap 5 
showed up with some relatives and 
their lawyers, Estrada defenders Ru- 
fus Rodriguez and Rene Saguisag. 

Matavia did not complain 
about the absence of the eight 
Isafp men, whose lawyers ques- 


criminally prosecuted without 
the need for impeachment pro- 
ceedings. 

“Thus, the high tribunal or- 
dered the Office of the Ombuds- 
man Чо determine the criminal li- 
ability, if any, of the public offi 
cials (and conspiring private indi- 
viduals, if any) involved in the 
(Comelec) resolution in the con- 
tract,” Pimentel said. 

‘The senator said it was on this 
basis that he filed a formal com- 
plaint with the Ombudsman 
seeking an investigation of the 
people involved in the anoma- 
lous poll modernization project 
for possible criminal prosecu- 
tion. 


Dismissal 

Pimentel filed his complaint a 
few days after the Supreme Court 
voided the Comelec's compute: 
zation contract with Mega Paci 
ic 

The Kilosbayan Foundation 
filed a similar complaint with the 
Ombudsman on Sept. 16, 2004. 

At а press conference on Fri- 
day, acting Overall Deputy Om- 


tioned whether the Erap 5 were 
appearing as “witnesses” or as 
“complainants.” 


Procedures 

Under the court-martial pro- 
cess, private 
against erring military officers 
and теп are not necessary. 

Rodriguez said his clients were 
“wimesses" but they reserved their 
right to give their affidavits to the Ja- 
go and to file a separate complaint. 

The Isafp report dated May 29 
recommended an investigation 
but did not give any clear picture 
of what had happened to Dionisio 
and his companions while under 
Isafp's custody. 

The report said a five-man team 
from MIG-IS composed of Cele- 
brado, Calabines, Ferrolino, Beloso 
and Duran accompanied by an 
unidentified civilian informant and 


coming from Congress, “where 
you see a desperate opposition 
trying to get public attention,” re- 
ferring to the filing of four im- 
peachment complaints against 
Ms Arroyo last week. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said that the military would in- 
vestigate Lim. "We don't wish to 
preempt the military court,” he 
said. 

Esmeralda, chief of the NBI 
special task force, said he plans to 
confront Lim on Friday. 

“We are hoping that Lim would 
cooperate and provide us with 
the names of the military officers 
present in the video," Esmeralda 
told reporters 

He said that Col. Leonardo 
Caringal, who was standing be- 
hind Lim in the video and identi- 
fied through his name patch, 
would also be subpoenaed. 

Esmeralda also said that the 
NBI would focus on the identifica- 
tion of Lim's civilian supporters. 


Cojuangco and Saycon 

"We will be keeping in touch 
with Time correspondent Nelly 
Sindayen," Esmeralda said, refer- 
ring to Sindayen's report naming 
Jose “Peping” Cojuangco and Pas- 
tor "Boy" Saycon as among sever- 


budsman Orlando Casimiro said 
the Ombudsman had ordered the 
dismissal of the chair of the Com- 
elec bids and awards committee 
(BAC), Eduardo Mejos, and 
members Jose Balbuena Jr, Lam- 
bero Llamas, Вагојоте 
Sinocruz Jr. and Gideon de Guz- 
man. Ali five members of the BAC 
have retired except for Mejos and 
Sinocruz. 


Fair and square 

Casimiro said the officials were. 
removed from the service after 
being found guilty of grave miis- 
conduct and conduct prejudicial 
10 the best interest of the service 
as provided for under Republic 
Act No. 3019 (Anti-Graft and 
Corrupt Practices Act) in connec- 
tion with the Mega Pacific deal, 
Casimiro said. 

The Ombudsman also recom- 
mended the filing of charges for 
violation of RA No. 3019 against. 
private respondent Willie Yu, 
Bonnie Yu, Enrique Tansipek, 
Rosita Tansipek, Pedro Tan, John- 
son Fong, Bernard Fong and Lau- 
riano Barrios, all of Mega Pacific 


police intelligence agents searched 
for Dionisio in Balintawak, Quezon 
City, around 1:30 p.m. on May 22. 
The team was supposedly 
working on the information from 
Delfin de Guzman, an alleged 
rebel leader captured in Bulacan 
in May who accused Dionisio of 
being a communist hit man, 


Medical reports 

‘The arresting team found Dioni- 
slo in Eustaquio's house at Кай St. 
in Kamuning, Quezon Ску and 
forcibly took Dionisio and the four 
other men Inside the house. 

‘The five were brought to a cell 
inside the Isafp compound in 
Camp Aguinaldo, according to the 
report. What happened to them 
subsequently was not mentioned. 

‘The Isafp report said it recom- 
mended charges against the sev- 
en other Isafp agents since “they 


JosisoNboC 


al businessmen allegedly in- 
volved in the plot to oust Ms Ar- 
Toyo. 

"Sindayen has been right all 
along ... We are now appealing to 
her sense of patriotism and [and 
asking her] come forward to help 
us" Esmeralda said. 

"We will also be studying Co- 
juangco and Saycon's earlier 
statements to determine if we 
‘would invite them again for inter- 
view,” the NBI official said. 

Also yesterday, military offi- 
cials played down a report leaked 
to the media on Monday night 
that said a fact-finding body had 
recommended court-martial for 
38 officers, including Lim, and 27 
soldiers involved in the Feb. 24 
coup plot. 

“The report is not finished yer. 
The news reports may be based 
on some drafts they obtained, 1 
don't know how. But that was 
unauthorized,” Armed, Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Sen- 
gasaid. 

The head of the eight-member 
fact-finding inel, AFP Inspector 
General Rear Admiral Rufino 
Lopez, repeated Senga’s line. 

With reports from Christine O. 
Avendaño, Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


eSolutions Inc. 

In a statement, Mega Pacific 
yesterday expressed disappoint 
ment and dismay over the resolu- 
tion of the Ombudsman finding 
probable cause against the com- 
pany and its officers for suppos: 
edly violating the Anti-Graft and 
Corrupt Practices Act. 

"We won it fair and square and 
we won it clean,” said Alfredo Y 
Lazaro Jt, Mega Pacific lega 
counsel and spokesperson, refer. 
ring to the automated counting 
machine bidding three years ago. 

In a statement, Lazaro said it 
appeared that the Office of the 
Ombudsman released the deci 
sion simply to comply with the 
deadline imposed by th 
Supreme Court. 

“To some extent, the primary 
quest of the Ombudsman to ren 
der justice was compromised for 
expediency,” he said. 

Lazaro said Mega Pacific pai 
ticipated as a regular bidder and 
submitted a proposal compliant 
with the rules and regulations ct 
the Comelec. With a report from 
Nelson Е Flores 


are the only personnel who had 
ап access upon the apprehended 
personalities." 

Being officers, Robinson and 
Celebrado should be investigated 
for violation of Articles of War 96. 
(conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentleman) and 97 (con 
duct prejudicial to good order 
and military discipline), the re- 
portsaid, 

The six enlisted personnel 
should be investigated for viola- 
tion of Article of War 97. 

‘The four-man Investigating 
team declined to comment on the 
legality of the arrest. 

The report was signed by Army 
Col, Jet Velarmino, the lead in- 
vestigator, Army Lt. Col. Ferdi- 
mand Baraquel, 11. Ferdinand 
Baraquel and T/Sgt. Mamerto U. 
Мага.  Withareport from 
Michael Lim Ubac 
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Return to Everest: Pinoys to climb from both sides 


By Christian V. Esguerra porters at a press conference in n Encyclopedia. left," Valdez said, quoting informa- 


Quezon City yesterday. “This is a big achievement for tion relayed to him by the three 
HAVING CONQUERED THE He said there had been similar Filipinos because we come from a climbers. “Considering the weath- 
world’s highest peak, Filipino and successful attempts in the tropical country and we're able to er, it was very difficult to climb 
mountaineers are setting their past, but they involved moun- conquer one of the world’s cold- McKinley but they did itanvway" 
sights on another goal—climbing taineers from different countries ; E est mountains," Valdez said ‘Valdez said the team stayed for 
Mt. Everest simultaneously from doing a “friendship climb." He added that the temperature 16 days at Camp 4, which is 
Nepal and Tibet. Valdez and the FPMEE were in- M 4 on Mt. McKinley usually drops from 14,000 feet from sea level. Anoth- 
Leo Oracion and Erwin “Pastor” spired by Oracion and Emata's minus 20 to minus 60 degrees. er 12 days were spent at Camp 5, 
Emata, the first Filipinos to reach feat. The two reached Everest, the “Denali isnot an specially diffi- which is higher by another 3,000 
the top of the world, will lead a world's highest peak at 29,028 feet i cult climb, but the weather is feet. It took the team another 18 
lOmember team that will scale above sea level, last May 17. A more severe there than anywhere hours for the final assault from 
the mountain from both routes in third climber, Romy Garduce, У else in the world. Мапу lives һауе Camp 5 to ће peak, he said. 
either AprilorMay nextyear. reached the peak not long after. been lost attempting the ascent,” The feat was especially meaning- 
‘Two groups of climbers will as- FPMEE members Reggie Pablo, according to Peakware. ful for Wenceslao who, early this 
sault Everest from Nepal and Tibet Noelle Wenceslao and Karina The harsh weather conditions year, experienced pulmonary em- 
and then meer at te summit io Dayondon, „conquered, Mt drove many climbers from other  bolism, which isa serious lung con- 
plant the Philippine flag once McKinley in Alaska, at 8:20 p.m. n " countries to quit after two or dition, during the FPMEE' initial 
Ib, Pecordini fo Art Valdez, lastJune23,accordingioValdez, ORACION: More mountains to climb. "09070 three attempts, Valdez said. Everest expedition at 21,000 feet. 
leader of the First Philippine Mt. At 20,320 feet, Mt. McKinley or The other six are Everest (Asia), Mt. Mckinley is also one of the The trio of Pablo, Dayondon and Climbers Dayondon, Wenceslao 
terest Expedition (FPMEE) team, Denali is the highest mountain in Aconcagua (South America), Kii- coldest climbs, described as а Wenceslao stayed on for 37 days and Pablo, who is the leader of the 
if we succeed, we will be the North America. Denaliis among the manjaro (Africa), Elbrus (Cauca- "huge snowy mass, flanked by and reached the top of McKinley McKinley climb, will retum from 
first climbers of the same nation- Seven Summits, the highest peaks sus), Vinson Massif (Antarctica) five giant glaciers and countless on their fifth attempt, he added. Seattle on July 8. A press conference 
ality to do so, Valdez told re- on each of the seven continents. and Kosciusko (Australia). icefalis” by Peakware World “There were very few climbers is scheduled four days after that. 


Senators 
rush to 
Jamby’s 
defense 


By TJ Burgonio and Leila B. Salaverria 


MORE SENATORS YESTERDAY RUSHED TO 
the defense of opposition Sen. Jamby Madri- 
gal who has come under fire from Mala- 
cafiang for holding talks with communist 
leader Jose Ма. Sison in the Netherlands. 
Senate Minority 
ij Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. and Sen. 
Ramon Magsaysay Jr. 
laughed off demands 
by Palace officials 
and Justice Secretary 
Raul Gonzalez for the 
Senate to investigate 
and censure their col- 
league for betraying 
the “public trust.” 
*1 think what Jam- 
' by did was talk to Jó- 
Ине. ma to advance the 
cause of peace. I don't find anything criminal 
or in violation of ethical standards there. 
There's nothing to investigare her for" Pi- 
mentel said in a phone interview. 

“Аз usual, Raul Gonzalez is barking up the 
wrong tree," he added. 

Magsaysay agreed: "They should even be thank- 
ful that somebody has gone out of her way to find 
‘out what in the minds of these people. IF 1 were in 
the area, I would have done the same thing.” 


Peace advocate 
Madrigal, who is due to arrive from Europe 
tonight, has not issued any comments on the furor 
whipped up by her two-day talks with Sison in 
Usecht last week. She had justified the visit as 
рап of her duty as senator and peace advocate. 
After the talks, Madrigal and National 
Democratic Front consultant Luis Jalandoni 
signed a joint communique urging the gov- 
ernment to resume the peace negotiations 
stalled since August 2004. 
Before that, the senator met with a special 
rapporteur (person designated to give a report) 
of the UN High Commission on Human Rights PE 
in Geneva to present evidence on the worsening А 
human rights situation in the country. "ot og 


MAN 
Ns 


ran 
Inappropriate 
But Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye insisted IN CINEMAS JUNE 26 
yesterday that Madrigal had behaved inappro- 
priately when she met with communist leaders 
deemed to be the No. 1 enemy of the state. 
“We believe that the action of the senator is 
at the very least, inappropriate,” Bunye said. 
Gonzalez, for his part, had asked Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon to sanction Madrigal for vi- E а 
olating ethical standards for public officials and 
‘committing acts "tantamount to treason.” aA А FA "I —— 
Те justice secretary said Madrigal was not IMAGINE A MAN CAN FLY E 
authorized by the Senate to travel to Utrecht. MUR ә 
He cited a copy of Madrigal travel order sent E . Я SAMSUNG 
to him by the Senate Secretary Oscar Yabes Imagine à phone that gives you out-of-this-world powers. Lud 
which showed that the senator was authorized 
то go to Geneva, Switzerland, from June 16 to " ET 5 a 
25, to London, United Kingdom, from June 2610 Ё With a 1.3 Megapixel Camera with Flash, Music Player, 
June 30, and to Paris, France, from July 1 to 8. 1 


ae solider she cot of de Document Viewer, Bluetooth and GPRS, there’s nothing you can’t 


Inciting to sedition? do with the Samsung D520. Fly high with the MAN OF STEELw and 


Gonzalez also said that the contents of the 
communique, signed by Madrigal and the NDE В ҖЕ 1 
Rad so "Lig bs жайра implications. take your imagination UP, UP AND AWAY tu. 
What do you expect from a joint communique 
with the likes of Sison and Jalandoni?" he said. 

"The communique criticized the all-out war 
against the communist party's armed wing, 
the New People’s Army, stating that it would Participating dealers: АВС Store • Abenson Avant + ADDESSA Corporation - ADI Telecom + BSD Inf + Bustone + Celighono Lab + Colwave ^ DG Phone + 
only lend to econorak rui sel further esca- Expresso oto Genter + Gabors Mbio Le GMI Gom Vg б-Тоесоп Guanzon Holo» Juvor Mega Goljar- Метостое Mabie ers 
lacs human gies violations Novatel: ORO Graphic Р. Adana» Phones & Садуов = Риха Mull POS Mig. * QSL- Erecronics Td Wacom + Viewers Tolocoms «Wii 

Tt called for the resumption of peace talks be- 
tween the government and the communist-led 
NDF and said that the killings of militants under 
the present administration should be addressed. b IW. 

Gonzalez said Madrigal's act of meeting with wu а € 
Sison and issuing the communique could be sese RE www.supermanreturns-asia.com me 
taken as the position of the government when ‘SUPERMAN ied ачы characters wid laments aro абет of and © OC Comics 
she was not even authorized to meet with the [RS —M т fy —— à PRPS ELIA kU SANE —] 
communist leader. With Christine Avendafio 
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Calderon is new PNP chief; Lomibao bows out 


From page Al 


nervousness you feel when get- 
ting married, on the eve of your 
wedding day.” 

‘Meeting with reporters hours 
after the call from the Palace, the 
PNP chief-in-waiting said he was 
still “floating and overjoyed with 
happiness” at the news. 

‘The man considered to be a 
“silent operator” will officially as- 
sume his new post during the 
turnover ceremonies at Camp 
Crame today. As dictated by tradi- 
tion, outgoing PNP Director Gen- 
eral Arturo Lomibao will yield his 
symbolic saber of command to Ms 
Arroyo, who will then turn it over 
to Calderon. 


Brother is Isafp chief 

Calderon is reputed to be a 
presidential relative, which he 
has not denied. Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye could neither con- 
firm or deny any link. 

‘The new PNP chief's brother, 
Commodore Leonardo Calderon 
Ji, was named a few months ago 
chiefof the Intelligence Service of 
the Armed Forces. 

Asked about his supposed ties 
to Ms Arroyo, the incoming PNP 
boss said his record would speak 
for itself. He would have not 
reached his position—as did all 
other senior officers—if he did 
not deserve it, he said. 

"Tm a capable officer on my 
own,” said the current PNP 
deputy chief for administration. 

Calderon has clear ideas on 
what he wants to do in his new 
job, and one of them is to pursue 
the PNP Transformation Pro- 
gram, an ambitious project that 
aims to see a professional police 
force insix years. 


Man with a heart 

"Everything is in there—what 
is expected of all directors to do, 
and strategies to follow,” he said. 

An aide, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said Calderon 
‘would want to be known as the 
chief “with a heart.” 

“Let us touch the hearts of 


From page Al 


song faded in the air than Trans- 
portation Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza quipped in a video tape 
message to him: “Welcome to the 
Cabinet.” 

Lomibao is retiring as PNP 
chief as he turns 56 today, and his 
departure has sparked talk that 
he might be back as director of 
the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, 

Lomibao made no effort to kill 
rumors that a new government 
post is waiting for him. 

lf given another chance to 
serve government, I will make 
myself available,” Lomibao told 
reporters during an advance 
birthday bash for him at Camp 
Crame on Monday night, where 
he sang the Denver piece "Leav- 
ingon a Jet Plane,” the audience. 
at times joining him. 


‘Mr. Cool’ 

Lomibao, called "Mr. Cool" be- 
catise he is not known to raise his 
olce, said his other options were 
farming and traveling. 

1 will sleep for at least a week 


Calderon ‘too close’ to GMA, says opposition leader 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


THE MAN PRESIDENT MACAPAGAI-AR- 
royo chose to lead the Philippine National 
Police has been privy to many of her politi- 
cal problems, an opposition stalwart told 
the Inquirer yesterday. 

"He's too close, too involved in many of 
President Arroyo's political affairs,” House 
Deputy Minority Leader Alan Peter 
Cayetano said of the appointment of new 
PNP chief Oscar Calderon. 

Quoting sources whom he did not identi- g 
fy, Cayetano said Caderon was seen with Ms 
Arroyo when she met with an influential 8 
Manila bishop at the outbreak last year of &| 
the "Hello Garci” wiretapping scandal. 


By her side 

‘The lawmaker noted that it was not РМР 
chief Director General Arturo Lomibao but 
Calderon who gave the bishop an assessment 
of the security situation, "which they present- 


do Hizon, sai 
in the race. 


our people so they will trust 
us,” the aide quoted Calderon 
as saying. 

A decorated officer, Calderon 
has his job cut out for him. 

He is taking over the PNP at a 
time when Ms Arroyo is facing a 
new impeachment threat and the 
likelihood of more street protests. 
It is also time marked by an up- 
surge of killings—allegedly by 
paramilitary forces—of political 
activists and militants, particular- 
ly those linked to the Left. The 
Killings have remained unsolved. 


Support from rivals 

Ms Arroyo's recent declaration 
of an all-out war on communist 
rebels could also lead to intensi- 
fied guerrilla attacks in the coun- 
tryside. 

And the threat of terror bomb- 
ings continues to lurk in the shad- 
ows. 

А reported top contender for 
the PNP post, Avelino Razon Jr, 
deputy director for operations, 
immediately pledged support for 
Calderon, as did Director Servan- 


Calderon's n 


taken. They 


team. 


Withouta 


antikidnappi 
His work 


him to avoid 
as a result, 


a clean slate.” 
“He (does) 


liked to ask 


sion. 


to reenergize, then do some trav- 
elling and come back to reality as 
an ordinary citizen,” he said. 

But his immediate plan is to 
stroll on the beaches of Boracay, 
‘where he has built what his men 
say is a “world-class police sta- 
tion.” 

Lomibao had made it a priority. 
to upgrade police stations, espe- 
cially in areas where his men 
work in dilapidated quarters. Col- 
leagues say this is his true legacy. 


Loyal to the Chief 

Lomibao is also known as the 
police chief who stayed loyal to 
his commander and kept the po- 
lice from disintegrating. He had 
said the foiled plot of some of his 
troopers in the Special Action 
Force to take him hostage and 
force him into withdrawing sup- 
port from Ms Arroyo last Febru- 
ary was his biggest crisis during 
his 16 months in office. 

Lomibao believes he is leaving 
the PNP more solid than before. 

“We are more united and we 
have the SAF solidly behind the 
PNP and government institutions. 
I do not see any disintegration of 


rattled ... bu 


said. 
One crisis: 


PNP helm. 


marking his 


‘when Abu Sa 
to seize their. 


The crisis 
ple dead—o: 


Then the 


triggered by 


Razon showed up during 


day and the two had their photos 


Prior to his biggest appoint- 
ment, Calderon was also head of 
the Presidential Anti-Crime and 
Emergency Response, ће police's 
him plaudits and also allowed 

One ranking officer noted that, 
sume command of the force "with 
and that gives him a fresh start,” 
the officer said. 


No mistresses, please 
Another officer said Calderon. 


during briefings prior to a mis- 


the SAF or any unit of the PNP 
now or in the future,” he said. 
Crisis after crisis 

Chief Supt. Rafael Rafanan 
said it was Lomibao’s “coolness” 
during - difficult situations that 
served him well, 

"The others could already be 


was in handling a crisis,” Rafanan 


ed Lomibao during his term at the 
He had to skip ceremonies 


PNP command on March 14 last 
year because that was the day 


Infamous CPR 


trooper—and accusations that 
the police had used an iron hand 
in resolving the situation. 

sies and the "Hello Garci” scandal 


Arroyo conspired with former 


AND THE WINNER is Calderon all smiles 

after feeling nervous "like a groom on the 

ève of his wedding day.” 

ed asa plot to oust GMA (President Arroyo). 
Calderon also stayed on Ms Arroyo's side as 

she went around the country "trying to mend 


id to be a dark horse. 


jews briefing yester- 


vowed to work as a 


baggage 
cial Action Force. 
ing strike force. 

as Pacer chief won 
controversies. marital affairs. 
Calderon would as- 


ing to Santiago. 


) not have baggage 
not have baggage (y 


loy's trust 


Pacer chief. 


“а lot of ‘what ifs" 


officer" 


tion rocked 


i | saw how cool he 
not. 


Rumors of destabilization flew 
and Lomibao had to repeatedly 
assure the public that the police 
were behind the chain of com- 


after another hound- 


mand. 
assumption of the 
» Abat caper 


yyaf detainees chose 
jail in Taguig City. 


ended with 23 peo- 


пе of them an SAF ment.” 


“jueteng” controver- 

su 
accusations that Ms 
superbly. 


“He likes to ask what if this or 
that scenario comes up, and if 
you are able to convince him, hé 
will just wait for your report. If 
not, he would either abort (the 
mission) or stay close or desig- 
nate somebody to back you up in 
case something (untoward hap- 
pened),” said Senior Supt. Leoca- 
dio Santiago, now with the Spe- 


“He also wants you to take care 
of your family,” Santiago said, 
noting that Calderon was the type 
of commander who would talk to 
men reported to be having extra- 


Calderon is concerned that the 
affair might intrude "on one's ca- 
pacity to perform duty,” accord- 


In July 2005, Calderon became 


Anticrime advocate Teresita 
Ang-See, who has worked with 
him in kidnapping cases, de- 
seribed Calderon as a “hands-on 


Election Commissioner Virgilio 
Garcillano to rig the 2004 elec- 
the nation and 
Lomibao had to put down mas- 
sive street demonstrations. 

They gave birth to the infa- 
mous calibrated preemptive re- 
sponse (CPR) policy, which al- 
lowed police to break up street 
protests, whether peaceful or 


‘Once, a senior officer found 
himself in an awkward situation 
when his in-law, retired Defense 
Secretary Fortunato Abat, chal- 
Jenged the Arroyo administration 
by proclaiming a new “govern- 


political fences in order to keep her in office 
during that critical period,” said Cayetano. 

Stil, Cayetano hoped that Calderon would 
run the PNP professionally and without re- 
gard for any debtof gratitude to Ms Arroyo, 

“T hope he understands his loyalty should 
be to the country and not to the appointing 
power. We are willing to give him the benefit 
of the doubt but we will see it in his actions 
in the next few months.” 


Will he be different? 

The militant Bagong Alyansang Maka- 
bayan yesterday called on Calderon to veer 
away from the hardline government policy of 
dispersing demonstrations without permits. 

“The main question on everyone's mind is 
how different will Calderon be from General 
Lomibao?" seid Bayan secretary general Re- 
nato Reyes Jr 

"Will he be like Lomibao, whose main 
goal is keeping Mrs. Arroyo in power?" With 
areport from Norman Bordadora 


‘The Chinese-Filipino communi 
ty apparently trusts him. Proof of 
that is that, during his stint as Pac- 
er chief, rescued kidnap victims 
would comé out and even allow 
themselves to be photographed 
pointing to their suspected kid- 
rappers, colleagues said. 

In the past, there had been al- 
Jegations that police themselves 
were among the protectors of kid- 
map gangs. 

“The criteria for the Chinese- 
Filipino community is unsoiled 
reputation. It has been shown be- 
fore that if there is semblance of 
doubt, it boomerangs on the po- 
lice, who loses the trust and con- 
fidence (of the community),” 
‘Ang-See said. 


Houses for cops 

Calderon listed down what he 
wants done under the PNP Trans- 
formation Program. 

ө His flagship project will be 
housing. He wants to provide 
roofs to thousands of cops who do 
not own houses. 

* He vows to bring down the 


“He told me that he does not 
believe all the information that 
was coming to him .. The mo- 
ment any information came to 
him, the first thing he did was call 
me up to confirm it,” Caringal 
said. 

The Abat caper dissolved into a 
comedy Lomibao later appointed 
Caringal police director of the the 
Zamboanga peninsula to show 
that his confidence in his man 
was unsoiled. 


A different man 

Lomibaos tenure also saw а 
sharp increase in political killings. 
The police responded by creating 
Task Force Usig, but it failed to 
check the wave of murders. 

Militants accused the outgoing 
PNP chief of being interested only 
in defending Ms Arroyo and not 
the people he was supposed to 
serve, 


Because of the family ties, the 
offices, Chief Supt. Jaime Carin- 
gal, then director of the Civil Se- 
curity Group, was perceived to be 

Abar but Caringal said 
Lomibao handled the situation 


Frontliners vs crime 
Colleagues saw а different 
man in Lomibeo, saying he truly 
cared for "the litle people." 
"He has this vision of really 
strengthening the police stations 


Fil-Am woman sues Brando estate executors 


Frompage Al 


Rebecca) of executing a codicil to 
Brando's will 13 days before his 
death, which transferred power 
o them from the former trustees 
who were his longtime advisers. 

She claimed that the actor was 
suffering from "a plethora of dis- 
eases" and was too ill to sign any- 
thing. She suggested that his sig- 
mature was forged on the codici 

The Courthouse News Service, 
а news wire for lawyers in Cali 
fornia, quoted Borlaza as saying 
that Brando was “incapacitated, 
confused, medicated and non- 
communicative at the time of the 
alleged signing ceremony,” 

She also said that Brando had 
trained her to recognize his sig- 
nature, and that she "is informed 
and believes” he did not sign the 
codicil. 


Dementia 

Brando apparently used a "se- 
cret code" to authenticate his sig- 
mature, placing "certain dots (...) 
between various letters of his 
name when signing documents. 


Borlaza said Brando had pul- 
monary fibrosis, dementia and 
other ailments on June 18, 2004, 
when Dressler and lawyer 
Charles Larson arrived at his Bev- 
erly Hills home and she ushered 
them into his bedroom. 

She said the men told Brando 
they were there to change his 
will. 

The changes were "designed 
to isolate [Brando] from his 
longtime trusted advisers and 
personal friends in order to facil- 
itate a takeover of [his] financial 
and personal affairs during [his] 
life and gain control over [his] 
estate after his death," the suit 
said. 

Borlaza claimed that during 
the meeting, a handyman was 
summoned to witness the sign- 
ing, but that she believed Brando 
never signed anything because he 
was incapable of doing so. 

‘The original trustees of Bran- 
do's estate were Alice Marchak, 
his assistant and confidante of 
about 50 years, and Jo Ann Cor- 
rales, his business manager of 
some 40 years. 


"Loving rel 


laza Magaling 
in 1995 as 


She also s. 


the suit said. 
Borlaza за! 


ley where she 


the house.) 
She claimed that Brando pur- 

2002 

but kept it in his name for tax pur- 


deed would 


Both were fired shortly before 
his death, according to Borlaza. 


Borlaza (identified in the New 
York Daily News as Angela Bor- 


eventually became the "majordo- 
mo” of his residence and his per- 
sonal assistant. 


stead when he was not home.” 
“During the last years of his 


life, [Borlaza] and [Brando] had 
a loving and close relationship,” 


tion for her work, Brando bought 
her a house in San Fernando Val- 


dren and her sister, who came 


chased the house for he 


poses, promising her that the 


before his death. 
lationship’ 


ig) said she was hired 
Brandos cook and 


aid she “acted in his right thing by her.” 


jid that as compensa- 


е lived with her chil- 
damages. 
over from the Philippines. (Bran- 


do biographer Peter Manso said 


Borlaza's husband also lived in 


‘Sad, sad story’ 


be transferred to her 


But Brando “became too ill and 
failed” todo so, the suit said. 

It claimed that many people 
knew of the agreement and that 
when Borlaza approached Me- 
davoy about it after Brando's 
death, he assured her repeatedly 
“that she had nothing to worry 
about concerning the house, that 
the estate was going to do the 


"It was not until (Borlaza] was 
evicted in early March of 2005. 
{that she] realized that she was 
being lied to and deceived by de- 
fendant Medavoy,” the suit said. 
Borlaza said the house had 
been sold and that she was seek- 
ing the proceeds from the sale as 
well as $2 million in punitive 


Neither Medavoy nor Dressler 
could be reached for comment, 


Manso, author of “Brando: The 
Biography,” said about six other 
Jawsuits had been filed (includ- 
ing by Corrales and Marchak) 
since the actor died, but Borlaza's 


suit may serve to uncover details. 
of his final days. 

“We need to know what hap- 
pened to Marlon in the last year 
of his life," Manso said. “I's a sad, 
sad story. Marlon Brando was one 
of the great artists of the 20th 
century whose personal life was 
known for disorder, and now it 
continues after his death." 

Manso added that Brando was 
long estranged from the Holly- 
wood hierarchy, and that it was “a 
great cultural irony that main- 
stream people in Hollywood 
would come in to take over his es- 
tate.” 

The New York Daily News re- 
ported that in the new issue of 
Playboy magazine, Manso quoted 
friends of Brando as saying that 
as the health of the movie legend 
grew worse, “he became more 
and more dependent on Angela 
Borlaza Magaling, the married 
Filipina housekeeper who is said 
tohave been his lover” 

Corrales was worried that 
“Brando felt trapped by Borlaza, 
who moved into his hilltop com- 
pound with her two children and 


number of street crimes, saying 
he wants everyone—from the of- 
fice worker to the student—to 
“go home safe and without inci- 
dent and not fearing that some- 
thing untoward will happen.” 

© He assures media men and 
government officials of protec- 
tion and will direct the Direc- 
torate for Investigation and De- 
tective Management to fast-track 
investigation into unsolved cases. 


Decorated officer 

Calderon, a father of three and 
a native of Aliaga, Nueva Ecija, 
has won numerous awards, in- 
cluding citations for having com- 
manded the best regional office 
in 2002 and the best provincial 
command in 1993. 

He has received more than two 
dozen medals, including the 
Bronze Cross, which he won for 
the rescue of a kidnap victim in 
Cebu City in the 19805. 

He has seen comrades die in 
battle but has been spared of am- 
buscades, a colleague said. 


10 years in Mindanao 

Immediately after graduation. 
from the Philippine Military 
Academy in 1973, Calderon was 
assigned to Mindanao, where he 
stayed for 10 years. 

He first served as company 
commander of Combat Company, 
57th PC Battalion based in 
Parang, Maguindanao, then the 
hotbed of the Moro secessionist 
movement. 

In the next seven years, he was 
їп South Cotabato, Zamboanga 
City General Santos City and 
Davao City as company comman- 
der. 

In 1991, he became provincial 
commander of Eastern Samar, af- 
ter which he became director of 
the Laguna Police, and then chief 
of Southern and Central Luzon. 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno welcomed Calderon's ap- 
pointment and said it showed 
Malacaiiang's “strong adherence” 
to seniority in choosing the PNP 
chief. With a report from Nor- 


man Bordadora 


‘Mr. Cool’ says goodbye with a song; he'll say hello soon 


because these are the frontliners 
їп law enforcement," said Chief 
Supt. German Doria, a former top 
aide and now police head of Cen- 
tral Mindanao. 

Under Lomibao's term, 54 new 
stations mushroomed nation- 
wide. About 51 are under con- 
struction and administrative or 
bidding processes are going on 
for 48 others. 

One of the last controversies 
that Lomibao faced was the police 
decision to dispense with bidding 
in the procurement of about P322 
million worth of cars, handguns 
and high-speed motorcycles. 

Director Noe Wong, logi 
chief, said the decision was in 
tended to enable the police to ge! 
the best equipment possible ir 
the fastest way possible. 

A widower, Lomibao is leaving 
behind a little footnote to his ca 
reer. Few people know that he 
was one of the young officers whi 
in the 1970s helped capture Ber 
nabe Buscayno, the legendar; 
New People’s Army fighte! 
known as "Kumander Dante 

With a report from Nancy Car- 
vajal 


her sister,” Manso said. 

He also quoted Corrales as say- 
ing that she remembered Brando 
phoning her and telling her, 
“Please, Jo Ann, І want you to 
write this down: Emotional in- 
volvement with Angela getting 
out of hand, Marlon wants our. 
Angela has too much power" 


Large empire 

According to the Courthouse 
News Service, the executors of 
Brando's estate, represented by 
Larson, have sold off many of his 
assets. 

"They allegedly made a $2-mii 
lion deal with a Tahiti-based bus: 
nessman who planned to develop 
Brando's beloved South Pacific is 
land, Tetiaroa, as an "eco-resort 

Brando "had a large estate and 
being in control of [it] was and is 
a prestigious and valuable job. 
Borlaza's suit said. 

It added that the executors 
“have received and will continue 
to receive, for years to come, sub 
stantial financial gain for control- 
ling the Marlon Brando empire 

With reports from AB Reuters 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY ALBERTO ROMULO 
said yesterday he is postponing this week's 
planned visit to Burma (Myanmar) by at least 
a month because the two sides cannot agree 
onthe timing of the trip. 

The Philippine government had an- 
nounced that Romulo would be flying to Yan- 
gon on July 5-9 at the invitation of Burma's 
reclusive military rulers, 


pines will assume the 
Tevolving chairman- 
ship of the organiza- 
tion on July 28. 
Malaysian Foreign 
Minister Syed Hamid 
Albar was refused a 
meeting with Aung 
San Suu Kyi when he 
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mA 
Romulo visit to Burma reset; Suu Kyi meet uncertain 


Ha ian Ате аа 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Romulo dismissed suggestions that the de- visited Yangon as 
lay was due to his request for a meeting with Aseans envoy in — Gy 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the Nobel peace laureate March. 


who remains under house arrest, having 
spent 10 of the past 17 years in detention. 

“I was told that I would be meeting the top 
(officials), the chairman, the foreign ministe 
T expressed also my desire to meet Suu Kyi, 


Азеапз policy of 
“constructive en 
gagement” with Bur- 
ma has led to friction. 
with key trading part- 


DEPARTURE DATE: Aug 16, 2006 
With A Pilgrimage Chaplain 


EXECUTIVE RESOURCES, INC. 


Romulo told reporters, ners the United І 

"The places "where wil goand the people States and the Euro- CENTER for PILGRIMAGES sinc 
will meet are clear. But we cannot agree on ће pean Union. Lower lobby, Century Park Нові, P. Ocampo St., Malate, Manila 
date. I could have gone there last week, but 1 "Ош (Asean) poli- all Ani Mare or Amon Tel. Nos. 523.8581, 521-4156 
was in Spain and Italy” accompanying Presi- cyhasbeenthesame, ROMULO Fax: 5260126 * Email: piigrimage@execres.com.ph 


dent Macapagal-Arroyo on her European tour. 
‘The Burma visit should proceed “hopefully 
by next month. We have not agreed on the 
date, There was already a proposed date,” he 
added. 
‘Asked if he would go ahead with the trip if 
his request to meet the opposition leader is 


denied, Romulo said: "My desire is to meet pines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Sad] тилечү үнү emer 
her We'll cross the bridge when we get Burma's ruling junta crushed pro-democra- HONGKONG Pactads [240] SINGAPORE 2755; 


there.” " 
Romulo stressed that the visit would not be 
on behalf of the Association of Southeast 


the roadmap to peace 
and democracy and it has been expressed by 
the President in international fora. The 
roadmap to democracy is the important 
point,” Romulo said. 

‘Asean comprises Brunei, Cambodia, In- 
donesia, Laos, Malaysia, Burma, the Philip- 


cy demonstrations in 1988 and two years lat- 
ег rejected the results of national elections 
won by Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League 
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needed to lift it from 
where it had been 
embedded for years. 
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‘Court defers arraignment of 2 in Oakwood case 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A MAKATI COURT YESTERDAY DEFERRED THE 
arraignment of two retired officers who had been 
charged with coup d'etat together with former 
Sen, Gregorio "Gringo" Honasan for their alleged 
part in the failed July 2003 Oakwood Mutiny. 

Judge Oscar Pimentel of the Makati Regional 
‘rial Court Branch 148 said the court has yet to 
resolve the motion for re-determination of the 
existence of probable cause filed by retired 
Colonels Virgilio Briones and Romeo Lazo be- 
fore it could proceed with the indictment. 

“The motion has not yet been resolved. The 
court needs time to go over the more than 350 
pages of the records of the case," Pimentel said 
yesterday. The arraignment was reset for July 18, 

The motion for re-determination of probable. 
cause, which was also equivalent to a motion to 
quash the case against the two retired soldiers, 
was filed on June 21—four days after they were. 
arrested in separate raids in Quezon City. 

Lazo and Briones each had a P500,000 
bounty for their arrest after the Department 
of Justice filed a rebellion case in February 
against them, including Honasan, and two 
more retired officers—Col. Ernesto Macahiya 
and Capt. Felix Turingan. 


Co-accused 

Also named in the charge sheet were mem- 
bers of Honasan's Senate staff identified as 
George Duldulao and Lina Reyes. 

Briones and Lazo's counsel, Ramon Ma- 
ronilla, stated in the motion that "they were 
deprived sufficient opportunity to file their 
petition for review and move for the defer- 
ment of their arrest (which is a component of 
procedural and substantive due process) 
pending review of their case by the DOJ.” 

The accused filed a petition for review be- 
fore the justice department alleging that no 
probable cause existed to warrant the filing of 
case against thein and they should not be held 
liable to undergo the rigors.of a public trial 
But it has yet to be resolved. 

"The failure of DOJ to resolve their [peti 
tion] has constrained accused to respectfully 
implore the [presiding judge] to review and 
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*Ban names 
of pols, kin 
from gov't 
projects’ 


Michael Lim 
Ul 


PARTY-LIST LAW- 
makers yesterday 
filed a bill seeking to 
stop the practice of 
naming public facili- 
ties after an incum- 
bent elected public 
official or his rela- 
tives name or ini- 
tials. 

‘Authored by mili- 
tant Representatives 
Teodoro Casifio, Liza 
Maza, Satur Ocampo, 
Joel Virador, Crispin 
Beltran and Rafael 
Mariano, House Bill 
No. 5497 seeks to 
criminalize the use of 
politicians’ family 
names in public pro- 
jects and facilities. 

‘At a press confer- 
ence, Casifio said the 
bill was a “small step” 
toward abolishing 
the country's dynas- 
tic polities as man- 
dated by the 1987 
Constitution. 

"What we want is 
for incumbent officials 
not to use their pow- 
ers to get unfair ac 
vantage over their 
vals. Obviously, they 
use taxpayers’ money 
to hold on to power, 
further perpetuating 
their political dy- 
nasty" said Сазййо. 

He said members 
of Congress, local ex- 
ecutives and other 
national officials 
should not name pro- 
jects, public facilities, 
ог programs of the 
government after 
their wives, sons, 
daughters, parents, 
grandparents and 
cousins. 
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Bataan gov't owns hotel, high court rules 


By Leila B. Salaverria. 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS UPHELD THE 
Bataan governments ownership of a hotel 
and the land on which it stands, which were 
earlier sequestered from the Bataan Shipyard 
and Engineering Co. Inc. (Baseco). 

The Bataan government is considered the 
owner of the Piazza Hotel and the hotels land 
area in Mariveles town because its name ap- 
pears on the title and the tax declaration cov- 
ering the disputed property, the tribunal said. 

Programme Incorporated had earlier 
claimed ownership of the hotel, which it 
leased from Baseco from 1986 to 1989 and on 
amonthly basis thereafter. 

In April 1989, the Presidential Commission 
оп Good Government sequestered Baseco's 
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assets, including the Piazza Hotel. 

1а July of the same year, the hotel was put 
up for sale at a public auction because of non- 
payment of taxes. The winning bidder was the 
Bataan government. 

Programme Incorporated subsequently filed 
before the regional trial court a complaint for col- 
lection of money against Baseco. But the Bataan 
government, as the new owner of the property in- 
tervened and asked the court to order Programme 

to vacate the Piazza Hotel 

The RTC ruled that the Bataan government 
was the hotel's rightful owner. The Court of 
Appeals later upheld the ruling. 

‘The Supreme Court decision read in part: 
“The evidence clearly established respon- 
dents ownership of Piazza Hotel. 

“First, the title of the land on which Piazza 
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Hotel stands was in the name of the respon- 


in the name of respondent as owner. ойша 
dent. Second, Tax Declaration No. 12782 was 


Hotel.” 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 


Circular No. 534 
Series of 2006 


Subject DISCLOSURE OF REMITTANCE CHARGES AND OTHER RELEVANT 
INFORMATION 


Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 742 dated 08 June 2006, the rules and regulations. 
governing the disclosure of remittance charges and other relevant information are hereby 
issued, as follows 


"Disclosure of remittance charges and other relevant information. Itis the policy of the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas to promote the efficient delivery of competiively-priced remittance services 
by banks and other remittance service providers by promoting competition and the use of 
innovative payment systems, strengthening the financial infrastructure, enhancing access to 
formal remittance channels in the source and destination countries, deepening the financial 
literacy of consumers, and improving transparency in remittance transactions, consistent with 
sound banking practices, 


Towards this end, banks and non-bank financial institutions under BSP supervision, includ- 

ing foreign exchange dealers/money changers and remittance agents, providing overseas 

remittance services shall disclose to the remittance sender and to the recipient/beneficiary, 

the following minimum items of information regarding remittance transactions, as defined 

herein: 

а, Transferiremittance fee — charge for processing/sending the remittance from the country of 
origin to the country of destination and/or charge for receiving the remittance at the country 
of destination; 


Exchange rate — rate of conversion from foreign currency to local currency, e.g., peso-dollar 
rate; 


Exchange rate differentialispread — foreign exchange mark-up or the difference between 
the prevailing BSP reference/guiding rate and the exchange/conversion rate; 


. Other currency conversion charges — commissions or service fees, if any; 
Other related charges — e.g., surcharges, postage, text message or telegram; 


‘Amount/Currency paid out in the recipient country — exact amount of money the recipient 
should receive in local currency or foreign currency; and 

Delivery time to recipients/beneficiaries ~ delivery period of remittance to beneficiary stated 
in number of days, hours or minutes. 


Banks and non-bank remittance service providers shall likewise post said information in 
their respective websites and display them prominently in conspicuous places within their 
premises and/or remittancelservice centers." 


This Circular shall take effect fifteen (15) days following its publication either in the Official 
Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation. 


For the Monetary Board: 


(Sgd.) NESTOR A. ESPENILLA, JR. 
Officer-In-Charge 
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3 Active Protection And Моге! 


NIDO 1+ is the first to introduce Lactobacillus 
PROTECTUS" in a mik powder. it is a five 
microorganism that helps build your child's 
body defenses. 


Once NIDO 1+ is mixed with water, the 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ multiplies by 
the millions and when consumed start to 
boost your child's immune system. 


NIDO 4+ also has Prebio' — a unique blend of 
natural fiber — and essential vilamins and 
minerals that further strengthen his immune 
system. Plus DHA for visual and mental 
development. 


Continuous Drinking = Continuous Protection 


The NIDO Nutrition System 


The Nestlé Research Center 


This 


innovation was scientifically developed by the Nestlé Research Center 


in Switzerland, a pioneer in nutrition research. The Nestlé Research Center's 
scientists, doctors and nutritionists work constantly to improve nutritional standards 


the worid over. 


eee none a ty 


Protecting 


theworid's zt 


No.| 


child 


JP ise бе оа База sss 
[umm 


[o 


D. buta gromng up mek speci 
'hoaity young chidren 
3 years огада, 


—Ü 


фезйпу young chicren fom 
ате Олда, c 


| ‘Nido 3¥ is not à breasimi биза 


"E 
10116-2642 


№. ` Vol.21 No. 207 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Email: feadback@inqurrercom ph website: кср ечен лес 


PINION 


Textus your feedback: inquirer op! name/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


‘Tre acevo Оку qun, nc has ts business and etal oflcesat 
“China Races Ave corner Yague an Marcardo St, Makati City 
10. Box 2353 Malati Central Post Ога 1263 Makati Ciy 

Ov ерлеге numbers re 897-808 connecting a! авралт. 
"Estar Fax 97-4793 1097-4794 "Advertsing BOT -400 
"Cristo 527-3942. 527-3348 520-0103, 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2006 


5210186 and 52-0213 Fox 528-02-34. 
"Subrrgton ойле 896-6000 


Fallen stars 

Т T TOOK MONTHS FOR A CRUCIAL AND INCON- 

I testable piece of evidence to surface. But it wasn't the 

intelligence arm of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines, or the National Bureau of Investigation, or the 
Philippine National Police that did it. It was the media. 
Monday night, during the premier of its new nightly news 
show, “Bandila,” ABS-CBN played a video of Army Brig. 

5 Gen. Danilo Lim proclaiming his 
EDITORIAL “withdrawal of support.” And more. 

2 Lim said: “We cannot stand idly by 
while the rule of law, the moral order and the integrity of 
our institutions, the very future of our country and people 
and our own professional careers are destroyed by this 
‘bogus president. We cannot afford to do nothing while 
‘she and her cohorts turn our government into a criminal 
syndicate. We cannot allow ourselves to be used as a tool 
of injustice and oppression and we must act, we must act 
now.” 

" Limin full battle dress, seated behind a table with three 
uniformed men in the background, said he and his men 
Were withdrawing their support from the President in 
kéeping with their constitutional duty to be the "protec- 
tor of the people and the state to end her unconstitutional 
and illegal occupation of the presidency" He called on 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to accept the formation of a 
new government composed of civilians backed by the sol- 
diers. He said: “We call on Mrs. Arroyo to accept graceful- 
ly the formation of a new government. As soldiers, we 
don't seek political power for ourselves, but we shall not 
allow anyone to use political power to commit crimes 
against our people, or to pursue their own personal agen- 
da at the expense of the national interest.” He went on to 
appeal to “all our comrades in arms to discharge their 
genuine responsibilities to our people with full dedica- 
tion and fervor. We call on our people to support the men 
and women at the forefront of this undertaking.” 

With the video, the charges against Lim of violating the 
Penal Code provisions against coup d'etat and the Articles 
of War virtually become ironclad. 

‘But why did it take so long for the video to surface? And 
why did the video surface in the media first? 

While ABS-CBN has not, and most likely will not (and it 
should not) reveal its source for the video, obviously 
someone, somewhere, in а position to be in the know 
about the video, thought it was time to let the public see 
itvThe timing, as the administration battles with Catholic 
prelates and does its usual finessing on the question of,, 
the accountability of election officials, is certainly conve- 
nient. Four, or even three or two months ago, with the 
unity and the command structure of the AFP still brittle, 
the administration couldn't afford to let the public or the 
military see that tape. Now, there has been enough water 
under the bridge to risk it. 

What the airing of the videotape has done is open up 
the same can of worms: allegations of generals participat- 
irig in electoral fraud, the legitimacy of the President and 
the conduct of her government. In other words, the fun- 
damental issues that have divided Philippine society over 
the past year at least. It points to the lack of accountabili- 
ty and the consequences of stonewalling and official re- 
fuisal to face the music: the adoption of the view, by some, 
that desperate times call for desperate measures and 
putting them into action. 

That desperation and those measures were wrong, of 
course. They are as unforgivable as the illegitimacy and 
tyranny her opponents accuse the President of symboliz- 
ing. Flirting with military rebels and now, as the tape 
proves, the willingness of some of those rebels to take 
things into their hands have irretrievably muddled the is- 
sues, at one point posing a grave danger to the democrat- 
d space. 

‘After all the noise and alarms of last February, the AFP 
has treaded gingerly around Lim, and handled those ac- 
cused of rebellion with kid gloves. The release of this 
video, in a sense, forces the military's hands. The AFP will 
not like this. It reminds the public that first and foremost, 
ittakes care of its own. At the same time, it must deal with 

two images, neither of which inspires confidence: of gen- 
erals allegedly conspiring to commit election fraud, and 
other generals allegedly conspiring to mount a coup and 
scrap the Constitution. 
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1 CHANCED UPON FORMER PRESIDENT FI- 
del V. Ramos at the wake for columnist Larry 
Sipin who passed away last Sunday. He had 
just arrived from Singapore (he is the most 
peripatetic ex-President we ever had) and 
went straight to the funeral parlor after chang- 
ing into denims and a blue Tshirt. And he was 
perorating on President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
all-out war against the New People's Army and 
the Communist Party of the Philippines. 

“Itis unfair to the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines and the Philippine National Police to give 
them a deadline of a few months to wipe out the 
CPP and the NPA,” he said. Just because GMA 
gave them P1 billion doesn't mean they can do 
the job even in two years. Its not a question of 
money Even if you give them P10 billion, they 
can't do it within her deadline." 

Since Ramos is a former general and should 
know what he is talking about, the journalists 
around him were all ears. "The number of sol- 
diers and policemen we have now has not i 
creased since the mid-1960s,” he said, "Even if 
you put all of them on one island, say Panay, 
they would only be swallowed up by the coun- 
tryside. So what сай two or three battalions 
do?" 

What the former general was saying is that 
money, firepower and a big number of soldiers 
cannot stop a guerrilla war in the countryside. 
‘That was proven in Vietnam where pajama-clad, 
barefoot guerrillas sent the mighty American 
armed forces back home. Iraqi guerrillas are re- 
peating the feat against the United States and its 
allies in Iraq. We have had Filipino guerrillas 
fighting the government for decades and no end 
isin sight. In short, a mailed-fis policy can never 
‘quell a rebellion. The Spaniards, the Americans 
and the Japanese tried it, one after the other, 
and they never succeeded in eliminating the 
guerrillas or the rebellions. 

The solution lies in addressing the grievances 
ofthe rebels. If the P1 billion given to the AFP to 
kill brother Filipinos were spent instead to fight 
poverty and injustice, the result would be much 
better 


ONE OF THE FUNNIEST THINGS I'VE READ 
over the past weeks was our news item last 
Sunday. It said Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- 
lez opposed the idea of Election Commissioner. 
Resurreccion Borra or, heaven forbid, his fel- 
low commissioners being impeached. Should 
that happen, Gonzalez warned, it would great- 
ly affect the 2007 elections. The public, he 
said, would not trust an electoral body that 
will have its attention divided between prepar- 
ing for those elections and attending to the le- 
gal case against its top officials. 

But of course, filing impeachment charges 
against Borra and company will greatly affect 
the 2007 elections. It will make them honest. 
What on earth makes Gonzalez think the public 
trusts the Comelec now? For that matter, what 
makes him think the public trusts him? What 
makes him think he and the word "justice" have 
any connection whatsoever? What makes him 
think his utterances are of any consequence to 
any Filipino in his or her right mind? 

If anything, the public is bound to trust 
more, and not less, a Comelec that is distracted 
by an impeachment suit against its current 
‘commissioners. At the very least that is so be- 
cause its commissioners being scrutinized, or 
hounded by the Furies, for wrongdoing is go- 
ing to make them a little more reluctant to 
the ranks of the defendants if they are their re- 
placements, or to add to the charges if they are 
the commissioners themselves. It is no guaran- 
tee of course—there are no longer any limits to 
the brazenness with which this country's ofi- 
cials screw the law, taking their cue from their 
boss—but it is better than nothing. 

At the very most having their attention divid- 
ed between attending to their duties and arend- 
ing to their impeachment, the commissioners 
won't be able to devote their entire energies to 
screwing the voters, which is how they've inter- 
preted their duty since GMA came along. To this 
day, they remain innumerate, unable to count 
anything except peso bills. My apologies to the 
employees in that office who remain reasonably 
honest, who are probably the clerks and janitors. 


Asl See it 


Neal H. Cruz D 

Which brings us to Sen. Jamby Madrigal 
talking to CPP leaders Jose Ma. Sison and 
Luis Jalandoni in the Netherlands. Mala- 
cafiang wants the Senate to censure Madrigal 
for meeting with them and signing a commu- 
niqué calling for peace talks between the 
Philippine government and the CPP-NPA and 
the National Democratic Front (NDF). What's 
wrong with that? What's wrong with talking 
peace and trying to find a solution to the age- 
ld communist problem? While the two sides 
are talking, fewer Filipinos would be dying of. 
bullet wounds. 

Former Sen. Loren Legarda also went to 
the Netherlands to talk with Sison and Jalan- 
doni. Speaker Jose de Venecia did the same 
thing, if am not mistaken. Nobody censured 
them at the time; on the contrary, they were 
praised for trying to find peace. Given the 
chance, GMA herself would jump at the op- 
portunity. So why is Madrigal being excoriat- 
ed for her efforts? 

The reason is that Malacafiang and pro-ad- 
ministration leaders were beaten to it. The 
reason is that the administration is in the grip. 
ofthe extremely rightist Gonzalez twins (Raul 
and Norberto) and the rightist generals who 
think that all they need is enough guns and 
bullets and the enemy would be wiped out. 

‘The Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
emment has had many commissioners and 
chairmen but the most disappointing of all—in 
fact, the lowest of the low—are the incumbents: 
Commissioner Ricardo Abcede and Chair Cami 
lo Sabio. The two want to conclude a compro- 


Jail them 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


But Aquilino Pimentel is right: Why only 
Borra and why impeachment? The Mega Pacif- 
ic scandal, which consisted of the Comelec 
awarding the bid to computerize canvassing to 
a patently unqualified bidder, one that had just 
been put together thereby grossly violating the 
first criterion which was that the bidder should 
have been around for several years, was ap- 
proved by the commissioners en banc. Ifthe ar- 
gument is that the other commissioners did it 
in good faith, then they are monumentally in- 
competent, or downright stupid, signing 
things they have not scrutinized or under- 
stood. Their good faith can only represent a 
bad fate for the voters, and the country at 
large. Indeed why impeachment when there is 
simpler, more direct and complete solution to 
the problem, which isto file criminal charges 
against the commissioners? That is how its 
done in the United States, where the officials 
of electoral bodies are not regarded as being in 
the same league as the president and chief jus- 
tice and deserving of impeachment. 

In this case the criminal charges are more 
than richly deserved. The crime is exorbitant, аз 
Tve been saying since that scandal began, and 
to this day I do not know why we have not only 
mot done anything to punish the wrongdoers 
but do not even appreciate the scale of the 
wrongdoing. What did the commissioners do 
when they awarded the bid to Mega Pacific? 

Ar the very least, they set back more than one 
decade of hard work and harder expense to 
computerize voting, something that has taken 
several presidents, Comelecs and Congresses 
and many billions of pesos to tail-blaze. When 
it was finally there, they decided to take the 


mise agreement with the Marcoses on their ill 
gotten wealth so much that it makes you want to 
puke and wonder what they have in mind. 

Abcede is willing to drop about 500 cases 
against Imelda and members of her family in ex- 
change fora part ofthe alleged Marcos ill-gotten 
wealth estimated at (by Imelda's own estimate) 
$5 billion to $10 billion. Filipinos think that is 
letting thieves get away with their loot and do 
not want any compromise agreement. It would 
only teach future thieves that if you are going to 
steal, steal big so that you can share some of it 
with the government and get away with the bulk 
of the loot. 

Imelda has already said with finality that she 
doesn't want any compromise, but Abcede said 
he would still continue to negotiate. This can on- 
ly mean that Abcede is too lazy or too incompe- 
tent to prosecute the cases or he doesn't have 
‘enough evidence to win the cases. At the very 
least, he must be very gullible to believe Imelda’s 
boast that she has between $5 billion and $10 
billion stashed away somewhere. This claim is 
too much even for a braggart like Imelda, and 
only someone like Abcede would be foolish 
enough to believe her. 

For insisting on negotiating a compromise 
agreement, both Abcede and Sabio should be 
cited for contempt by the Supreme Court. The 
Court has already disallowed a compromise 
agreement with the Marcoses. In a Dec. 9, 1998 
decision, it ruled that a compromise settlement. 
between the PCGG and the Marcoses was "Ше 
gal and void, and the stipulation to drop pend- 
ing criminal cases against the Marcoses was an 
encroachment on judicial power" 

The Court also said that the "PCGG has no au- 
thority to enter into a compromise agreement 
with the Marcoses, nor could it grant tax exemp- 
tions to the Marcos family" 

In spite of this clear ruling and the definitive 
statement of Imelda that she doesn’t want а 
compromise, why are Abcede and Sabio still so 
hot about arriving at a compromise? Why 
doesn’t the President fire them? Or is it GMA 
who wants a compromise? 


‘wrong path, completely willingly. Computeriza 
tion remains the easiest way to curb fraud. The 
longer counting takes, the easier it gets to mess 
around with, as happened massively in the 
Muslim South in the last elections, ballot 
switching being the order of the day. Tawi-Taw 
and environs never voted: their votes were 
made and counted beforehand by other hands 
Computerization—in the hands of a reputable 
firm, which has proven safeguards, which has « 
track record for competence, and which stands 
to lose a lot from the slightest whiff of irregular: 
ity Not Mega Pacific. 

‘At the very most, the commissioners made it 
possible, if that wasn't their intention to begin 
with, for electoral manipulation of epic pro: 
portions to happen in this country If they had 
gotten Mega Pacific to count the votes, well. 
the people who should prosecute them should 
ook into that fly-by-night's patron and see ir 
he isn't the biggest crook in this country, one 
who knows only how to count peso bills, a! 
though he has never been penalized (or “pida! 
ied"). As it is, by being found out to have giv 
en the award to the wrong bidder, the commis 
sioners threw us back four years into the new 
millennium into the Dark Ages of ballot boxes. 
‘where goons, generals, Garcis and Comele: 
commissioners, who are often interchange 
able, are absolutely and omnipotently free t 
decide who should rule this country. 

Corruption is the last of the commissioners 
crimes, Engineering a fake president s first. 

The public won't trust а Comelec who:« 
commissioners are reeling from criminal 
charges? It is he only way t will rst it, In 
deed more than filing charges against them, 
make them go on leave, preferably permanent 
ly. Tve always said the conditions for “snap 
elections," which we should have well before 
next year’s regular one, are two. One is to 
dredge the Comelec as you would a canal; tw 
is to computerize the elections. That is the only 
way we can have a real President, not one 
whose very smile is fake. 

Even better, just jail them, 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2006 


TUSUALLY DO NOT READ TABLOIDS BUT A FEW 
days ago, one carried an article intriguingly enti- 
tled, “OK na ang live-in ayon sa SC." I immediate- 
ly thought Estrada v. Escritor, a case the Court had 
dealt with in 2003. Of course, the Court never 
said—and could never have said—that live-in 
unions are OK, but putting things as the tabloid 
did is certainly one reason tabloids sell! 

Escritor was an administrative case against a 
judicial employee charged immorality. In 
2003, it took all of 200-plus pages for the 
‘Supreme Court, through Senior Associate Justice 
Reynato S. Puno, to rule on the key issue. I recom- 
mend both the Resolution of 2003, and the Reso- 
lution of June 22, 2006 to any serious student of 
constitutional law who desires a comprehensive 
yet concise review of the complex constitutional 
principles governing relations between Church 
and State. The two resolutions are characteristic 
of Puno's ponencias: well-researched, persuasive- 
Y argued and thoroughly analytic. It is these sub- 
ter points of constitutional theory that one miss- 
es when one is preoccupied with “live-ins.” Like 
any piece of jurisprudence, Escritor goes beyond 
Soledad Escritor and the interesting meanderings 
of her life! 

Escritor was charged with immorality for liv. 
{ng-in with a man who was not her husband and 
who was, like Escritor, estranged from his spouse. 
Had that been the end of the story, it would not 
have called for 200 pages of ratiocination. It di- 
vided the Court in 2003; it has done so again this 
year, with Justice Antonio Carpio writing an elo- 
quent and acutely studied dissent. 

Escritor raised as a defense her freedom to live. 
according to her religious beliefs, because she 
had asked for and obtained the consent of the re- 
ligious sect to which she and her partner be- 
longed to continue cohabitation. It should be em- 
phasized that she was charged not with adultery, 
nor were she and her partner charged with concu- 


CURIOUSER AND CURIOUSER HAVE BEEN DE- 
velopments in the case against officials of the 
Commission on Elections on the failed poll com- 
puterization project. 

If you will recall, the Supreme Court in 2004 
voided the contract between the Commission on 
Elections and the Mega Pacific consortium, say- 
ing that the poll body had violated not just the 
law but even its own bidding procedures when it 
awarded the contraet for automated voting and 
counting machines. 

‘The Court then ordered the Office of the Om- 
budsman to conduct an investigation and file 
charges against the appropriate individuals, but it 
would take two years and numerous reminders 
from the Supreme Court before the Ombudsman 
‘would issue its indictments. And when it did, it 
chose to focus the charges on a single Comelec 
commissioner—Resurreccion Borra—because he 
was in charge of the second phase of the modern- 
ization project, which involved precisely the ma- 
chines Mega Pacific was selling. 

"The Ombudsman has recommended that Borra 
be subject to impeachment proceedings while in- 
dicting other Comelec officials and Mega Pacific 
officers. 

Borra has, of course, cried foul, telling re- 
porters that he feels he has been “singled out” for 
‘what was essentially a decision made by all the 
commissioners deliberating as a collegial body. 
‘The commissioners had issued an en banc resolu- 
tion in 2003 awarding the contract to Mega Pacif- 
ic even before the Bids and Awards Committee 
came out with its recommendation. The contract 
with the firm had been signed by Comelec Chair 
Benjamin Abalos and Mega Pacific president 
Willy Yu. 

Why focus on Borra alone? And why were the 
other Comelec officials, especially Abalos, spared 
from any responsibility in the matter? 

OTHER reports say that as early as 2005, a 
panel of prosecutors from the Office of the 
Ombudsman had already prepared its findings 
on the automation project case, and the recent 
report is а “watered-down” version of the 
2005 indictments. The initial report recom- 
mended the filing of impeachment complaints 


‘THE PAST FEW DAYS HAVE BEEN UNBEARABLY 
hot and humid. On days like these, one wants to 
stay in an air-conditioned room with a tall glass of 
water or a soft drink filled to the brim with ice. 
Then, of course, we shake the ice in the glass, 
thinking it will make the liquid grow colder 
faster, 

1се is readily available today, and yet we can't 
seem to have enough of it. I have lived long 
enough to know how ice used to be made in metal 
trays in a freezer, or even in plastic bags that can 
still be bought tingi from a sari-sari store, either 
solid as yelo or in liquid form as "ice tubig.” Then 
there was "tube ice" bought from an ice plant in 
Quezon City and presumed to be so clean you 
could use it without washing. No need to break 
upa huge block of ice with an ice pick. 

Life is much simpler now, We even have refrig- 
erators dispensing ice water, ice cubes or crushed 
ice without opening the door. Ice comes from 
plastic non-stick trays in a no-frost freezer. 

When a Filipino goes to Europe or China, he 
will be surprised that they seem to scrimp on ice 
in thelr drinks, We are so used to iced water, we 
‘cannot understand why they have hot drinking 
water in China, When you order soft drinks in Eu- 
торе, you have to specify ice with your drink, and 
all you get will be a small cube or two, 

Filipinos first got ice commercially in the 19th 
century, and I wonder how our ancestors took to 
ice, or how they processed the idea of frozen wa- 
ter, when the coldest they could get was drinking 
water stored in an earthen Jar or tapayan. If you 
visit the Aguinaldo house in Kawit, Cavite, you 
will be shown a small cupboard in the kitchen, 
with a wooden door outside and tiles inside, 
called a nevera or ice box. Block ice was delivered 
from an ice plant (perhaps the old Manila Ice 
Plant that was located at the foot of Quezon 
Bridge, near the Metropolitan Theater), cut up in- 
to a smaller block and placed in the nevera to 
keep things cool, Aguinaldo's ice-box invites us to 
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binage. Rather they were administratively ac- 
cused of immorality. This triggered the interest- 
ing question: How far does the freedom of reli- 
gion go to justify one's actions in the face of pub- 
licpolicy and morality? 

Jefferson's “wall of separation” became, 
throughout the history of American constitution- 
al theory, a wall of antipathy, sufficient to cause 
the removal of a state supreme court chief justice 
who refused to evict Moses and the Ten Com- 
mandments from his court premises! True, the 
"non-establishment" and "free exercise” clauses 
in our Constitution echo the amendments to the 
American Constitution that guarantee these free- 
doms, but every constitution must be read as a 
whole, Reading our Constitution in its entire- 
ty—with its numerous references to religion, its 
acknowledgement of its role, its concessions to 
religious beliefs that distinguish it sufficiently 
from the American Constitution—Puno arrived 
at the conclusion, with which most of the Court 
agreed, thatthe proper characterization ofthe re- 
lation between the State and religion in the 
Philippines is benevolent neutrality, meaning 
that the State will accommodate religion provid- 
ed such accommodation does not offend law and 
public policy. Accommodation can be mandatory 
‘when the accommodation is necessary to render 
effect to the free exercise clause, It is permissive 
when the State may, but is not required, to ac- 
commodate. I take it that such is the permissibili 
ty of celebrating Masses in Halls of Justice when 
such an accommodation does not interfere with 
the business of the court ata time that the court is 
notin session. 


Borra’s call 
At LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David |. \ 


against Abalos and Commissioners Borra, 
Mehol Sadain and Florentino Tuazon, as well 
as retired Commissioners Luzviminda Tan- 
cangco and Pablo Ralph Lantion. 

This was the report that Ombudsman Mer- 
ceditas Gutierrez was accused of "sitting on" 
for a year, despite pressure from the Supreme 
Gourt. If you will recall, Gutierrez had resisted 
the directive from the Court for almost a year, 
citing its independence as a constitutional 
body and even conjuring a nightmare scenario 
of the anti-graft body becoming subject to the 
dictates of lower courts. 

Then all of a sudden, the Ombudsman re- 

leases its recommendation. There are those 
who say that Borra is but a "fall guy,” singled 
‘out for punishment because he candidly told a 
Senate hearing last year that there had been 
cheating in the 2004 elections. It’s also worth 
noting that Borra is not a political appointee, 
having gained a seat in the commission be- 
cause of his extensive experience as an elec- 
tion official. Is his perceived independence 
from Malacafiang the reason he was singled 
out for punishment? 
I THROW my full support behind the appeal of the 
Black & White Movement to Borra to turn state wit- 
mess against President Macapagal-Arroyo in the 
‘current impeachment case lodged against her. In a 
statement, Leah Navarro of the Black & White 
Movement appealed to Borra to tell everything he 
knows about the anomalous deal, and perhaps 
about the cheating that went on ín 2004. "You have 
been in Comelec for 35 years," Navarro said, “don't 
let it go to waste, Think of your legacy" 

This is his chance to come clean and reveal the 
story behind the rushed and careless grant of a 


Ice for export 


LOOKING 
Back 


Ambeth R. 
Ocampo 


imagine a life when only the well-to-do had ice, 

In 1856, the pioneering Tudor Ice Company 
was exporting what they called "crystal blocks of 
Yankee coldness” to Ceylon, Calcutta, Bombay, 
Madras, Canton, Singapore, Australia and Mani- 
la. You can leave it to the Americans to invent 
sliced bread and dream what then appeared like 
a weird way to strike it rich, Remember, these are 
people whose home-TV shopping goodies include. 
pieces of the Berlin Wall, water from the sea of 
Galilee in a reliquary cross, and even a curiosity 
called the “shy plant” that many Filipinos will rec- 
ognize as makahiya that grows wild almost ev- 
erywhere and is being sold in little pots for a tidy 
sum—In US dollars, 

1n 1805, Fredrick Taylor told people he wanted 
to export ice from the United States to Martinique, 
Everyone thought he was crazy, including his im- 
mediate family, because he was the only one who 
did not get a Harvard education. (He actually re- 
fused to go to Harvard and people thought he 
would never amount to anything.) Well, after he 
made his bundle and became the Boston “Ice 
King,” Tudor had the last laugh. (Had he been 
more articulate, he could have written a book ti 
tled, "What they don't tench you at Harvard.") 

Tudor first exported ісе to nearby Martinique, 
then later to Havana, His method was first to intro- 
duce ice and later extract a government monopoly 
оп the trade. Once he got the concession, he would 
build an ice house that could store the regular ship- 
ments of ice from the United States, huge blocks 
that were cut up and sold piecemeal. By 1810, Tu- 


‘When will the State bar the practice of religion, 
or interfere with action pursuant to religious con- 
victions? The Court rules the “compelling state 
interest” test to be the applicable measure. To ap- 
ply this test, one goes through three steps: first, 
one inquires into the “since " of the belief (in 
contrast to a claim of piety or religiosity merely to 
escape mandatory regulation); second, one de- 
termines what compelling State interest there is, 
if any, to interfere with the practice of religion; 
third, one accords sanction to those means that 
intrude least into the free exercise of religion and 
that are proportionate to the attainment of a pub- 
lic and legal goal. 

Long before Estrada v. Escritor, we have had 
live-in unions. They came with the dawning of 
post-conventional times. The Family Code has 
provisions on the property regime of partners co- 
habiting without benefit of marriage. It is certain- 
ly misleading—a misrepresentation, in fact—to 
say that the Court has given its nod to live-in 
unions. What it has done is recognize the reaches 
of religion and courageously draw the line be- 
tween free exercise and state action for Philip- 
pine constitutional law, severing our jurispruden- 
tial dependence on American constitutional doc- 
trine, 

n Estrada v. Escritor, both in 2003 and in 2006, 
we address the knotty problem of State-religion 
relations, and we enunciate a doctrine that ac- 
knowledges its American progeny, but does not 
hesitate to be distinct from it and to propose a re- 
sponse that springs from the Constitution, the 
history and the culture of a people who cherish 
democracy but do not in the least hesitate to in- 
voke, with sincerity, the blessings and the guid- 
ance of Divine Providence, or Almighty God, or 
the Lord of History! 


Fr. Ranhitio Callangan Aquino is dean of the 
Graduate School of Law of San Beda College. 


contract to a company so obviously unqualified to 
carry out automated elections it scandalized the 
entire local IT industry. This is his chance, too, to 
tell all he knows about how results had been 
“massaged” in favor of President Macapagal-Ar- 
toyo, as indicated in the infamous “Garci” tapes. 

Borra should also realize that at this time the 

Comelec has lost all claims to credibility and le- 
gitimacy, Since he has proclaimed his readiness to 
face Congress if and when he's impeached, Borra 
should take this as an opportunity to start a mas- 
sive cleansing of the poll body. No less than major 
surgery is required to rehabilitate such a wound- 
ed institution as the Comelec. 
WHAT can $2,000 buy these days? Not even a 
house and lot, unfortunately. And the amount 
can be wiped out with a single hospitalization. 
‘True, it could buy two round-trip tickets to and 
from Manila and the United States, but there 
would hardly be any money left to fund a new 
life there. : 

In other words, the award of $2,000 each to 
about 7,500 victims of human rights violations 
during the Marcos martial law regime is nei- 
ther exorbitant nor excessive. And considering 
that some of those who had joined the class- 
action suit had lost loved ones or suffered tor- 
ture at the hands of the Marcos military, 
$2,000 is a paltry sum, symbolic compensa- 
tion at best. 

So why is the PCGG blocking the award to 
the victims, who have waited some 20 years 
for some form of compensation? Akbayan Par- 
ty-list Rep. Etta Rosales, one of the claimants, 
pointed out that “the bulk of these victims are 
poor people. No matter how small, material 
justice can help.” 

In other words, the amount may be small in- 
dividually, but it’s better than no reward at all. 
And the award by a Hawaii court is certainly 
far better than any recompense the Philippine 
government has offered. 

‘The total amount—$35 million in a special 
account—while significant, is not expected to 
bail out the government from its fiscal woes. 
So why can't the government just look the oth- 
erway and wish the victims well? 


dor was sending Havana a regular supply of ce, and 
in 1833, he sent 200 tons of ice to Calcutta. 

‘The ice came from the Boston lakes, the most fa- 
mous of which was Wenham Lake Ice. The ice from 
there was considered so pure it stayed in storage 
longer, and most important of all, it was consid- 
егей good enough for consumption at table. There 
маза difference in those days between the slush or 
dirty ice needed to cool or preserve food and the 
clean ice that was put in food or drink. Wenham 
Lake Ice was so popular in London that a block was 
put on display in the shop window and people 
‘were encouraged to come in and touch it to make 
sure it wasn't made of crystal. 

‘Tudor would survey the frozen Boston lakes 
and remove the snow and sludge from the sur- 
face, Then а knife-like plow drawn by a horse 
made grooves on the surface to indicate where 
these ice cakes were to be cut. That having been 
done, workmen armed with handsaws and crow- 
bars cut the ice neatly into blocks, which were 
then hauled off to an ice house, and stored tightly 
together to minimize loss through melting, From. 
the ice house, these blocks of ice were packed 
with wood shavings, sawdust or rice chaff and 
loaded on to sealed ships for the long sea voyage. 
When these were delivered to the waiting ice 
houses in stations like Havana or Calcutta, they 
were cut up further and sold to the locals, 

On average, the trip from Boston to Calcutta. 
took 103 days, The fastest recorded trip was 86 
days (close to three months), and one can only 
wonder how much of the ice melted en route and 
how much got to ports of call like Manila, In one 
case, out of 160 tons loaded їп Boston, only 38 
tons reached Calcutta, That's a loss of 76 percent, 
yer the Tudor Ice Company still made money. 

How ice came to the Philippines and how our 
ancestors coped with It should make a good doc- 
toral dissertation, 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
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Thinking American 


SOME TIME BACK, I WAS TALKING WITH SOME PEOPLE IN 
ап urban poor community when one young man interrupted 
to ask if I could translate an English word 1 had used: colony. 

was surprised by the question and fumbled for a split sec- 
ond, realizing we didn't have a local term. Eventually, 1 ex- 
plained the word as a place conquered and occupied 
(sinakop). To illustrate, I used the Philippines as an example, 
e, that we used to 
be first a colony of 
Spain and then of 
the United States. 

І was in for an 
even greater sur- 
prse. The young 
‘man, who was in his 
early 20s, was in- LN 
credulous. "We were 


occupied by the Americans?” he asked, “We were their 


colony?" 
Lobotomized 

‘This wasn't a case of amnesia. We do have memories of 
our past, but they tend to be selective, and eclectic, a bit 
here, a bit there but without coherence. This young man was 
well aware of America; as with many other Filipinos, there is 
mo lack of connections with that distant land with a 
grandaunt who had migrated many years ago to work as a 
nurse in New York, plus a smattering of relatives in the US 
Navy, He idolizes American culture, in terms of rap and pop- 
ular music and Hollywood films, mainly of the “Terminator” 
and “Son of Chuckie” genre. 

Perhaps what we're seeing is something closer to what 
Benedict Anderson describes, in his book “The Specter of 
Comparisons" as "Iobotomies." It’s almost as if part of our 
brain has been removed, leaving us with a selective memory 
of our colonial past, as well as a selective sensory perception 
of the present, 

Many younger Filipinos may not be aware that for some 
20 years, we celebrated Independence Day on July 4, 
‘which was America’s own Independence Day and which 
was used, in 1946, to “grant” us independence. Rightly so, 
President Diosdado Macapagal moved Independence Day 
to June 12, traced back to the First Malolos Republic in 
1898, But unintentionally, that move may have become 
part of our national lobotomy in the sense that many Fil- 
ipinos are no longer as conscious of along and difficult US 
colonial occupation and our long struggle to regain our in- 
dependence. 


Pinoy 
Kasi 


Social engineering 

We forget that the Philippines was in many ways Ameri. 
саз First Vienam, First Afghanistan, First Iraq. We were one 
huge social laboratory where the United States tested mili- 
tary strategies, counter-iisurgency—and social engineering. 
‘American "benevolent assimilation” sought to re-create the 
Filipino in their image, and succeeded. 

"Today, we are known in the world for our desire to emu- 
late America in everything from our culture to our economic 
policies and our politics, We think American, sometimes 
moreso than Americans. 

Which need not be a bad thing in itself. To some extent, 
many Filipinos did imbibe some of the United States’ most 
cherished values, including a respect for individual worth, 
freedom and dignity. These were the values that led to the 
American Revolution in the 18th century, and built the foun- 
dation for the American version of liberal democracy. The 
emphasis on independence and autonomy has sometimes 
led to an excessive aggressiveness, but more often these val- 
ues have benefited the world in the way they unleashed in- 
novation and creativity. It’s that ability to think laterally, to 
be ourselves and speak our minds, and not just an ability to 
speak English, that has so far given us an advantage in the 
world job market. 

Fundamentalisms А 

Sadly, we live today in a world where religious funda- 
mentalisms are taking over and threatening those values. 
On one hand, we see the Islamist variety that looks at 
‘America as nothing short of satanic, threatening local tra- 
ditions and morality But we forget that a Christian variety 
of religious fundamentalism is strongest in the American 
homeland, It is a fundamentalism that fears freedom from 
among its young, from women, from any group that 
speaks of rights. 

What we see today is not a clash of Muslim and Christian 
civilizations but a competition of absolutist ideologies mas- 
querading as religion. Whether of the Islamist or Christian 
variety, we find common threads in their contempt for so- 
called secularism, They preach a retreat into a world of abso- 
lutes, of black-and-white definitions, and of fighting “evil” 
(meaning anyone who disagrees with them) with violent 
force. 

Even as we Filipinos continue to grapple with ideas of 
freedom and democracy, many are attracted by the allure of 
fundamentalisms. Because of our close ties to the United 
States, we are seduced by the American variation cf funda- 
mentalism, with all its bigotry and intolerance and simplistic 
notions of right” and "wrong." The scenes are all too similar, 
whether in the United States or in the Philippines: burning 
novels like "The Da Vinci Code" and attempting to ban the 
film, opposing sex education and family planning, growing 
censorship in the media, all in the name of Christianity. 

The other America 

Understanding where America came from and where itis 
today helps us understand why we are in the rut we are to- 
day. 

Tam sometimes described as “anti-American,” simply be- 
cause I write against American militarism and the Religious 
Right. But my criticism comes precisely because 1 was 
trained, maybe too well, in an American tradition of liberal- 
ism, Thad American teachers in high school, regularly went 
to the Thomas Jefferson Center, and spent several of my col- 
lege years studying in the United States. 

"To this day, thanks to the Internet, I remain in touch with 
an America that I love. I read The New York Times daily and 

[ lic Radio for its incisive 


Filipinos. 

T can't help but invoke the metaphors of gender. Perhaps 
‘America tries too hard to recreate the Philippines and the 
‘world in its own male image, of GI Joe and Marlboro Man 
and imperial American ambassadors. (It Isn't coincidental 
that it was only this year, after more than a hundred years of 
Filipino-American relations, that Washington finally as- 
signed a woman ambassador to the Philippines.) 

Perhaps America would do well to explore’ how she 
might project a gentler side, an America brimming over 
with a love of a good life defined beyond strip malls and 
consumerism and reality TV shows, an America of justice 
and fairness, 

We Filipinos have seen America in ways more intimate 
than many other people, That can be both a privilege and a 
burden, As we continue to seek our national identity, we will 
never really be too far from America, and yet will need to be 
courageous enough co maintain some distance, charting our 
destiny with a determined self-confidence that should do 
‘America proud, 


nm 


THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA- 
Чоп hes reportedly shelved its 
planned sex education program 
for public high school students be- 
cause of pressure from the Church 
and concerned parents. The distri- 
bution of the sex modules was re- 
portedly stopped by acting Educa- 
tion Secretary Fe Hidalgo after the 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of 
the Philippines and conservative 
parents threatened to file a case 
against her before the Ombuds- 
man if she ordered the teaching of 
sexto students. 

"This is plain and simple inter- 
ference and intimidation on the 
part of the Church and parents 


who should know better than im- 
pose their archaic and outmoded 
outlook on sex. 

‘Any delay in educating students 
on sex, starting from high school, 
would be detrimental to our coun- 
try It would be a step backwards. 
‘The runaway population explo- 
sion is negating all efforts at com- 
bating poverty and at providing 
education to the poorest of the 
poor. The rise in unwanted preg- 
nancies, especially among the 
young and unmarried, will contin- 
че unabated. 

‘The alarming spread of HIV and 
other sexually transmitted dis- 
eases threatens to relegate our 
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country to the level of the gutter, 
"where the most backward and dis- 
ease-ridden African countries be- 
long. Even God, I think, will not 
look kindly on His shepherds оп 
earth and on ignorant parents 
who will blindly deprive their chil- 
dren of a deserved education on 
sex. 

The government should pro- 
ceed posthaste to educate the 
young about sex, It should ignore 
archaic dogmas and thinking 
"which stand in the way of progress 
and enlightenment. 

—APOLONIO G. RAMOS, 
42 MindanaoSt., 
Marikina City 


The need to remember and defend Jose Rizal 


JUNE 19, THE BIRTH DATE OF 
Jose Rizal, our national hero, is no 
longer a holiday as it was in the 
past. Despite his martyrdom, it 
seems the memory of Rizal is 
slowly being made to fade away. 

More than a century after his 
unjust execution, deceitful de- 
tractors of Rizal, in their custom- 
ary subtle manner, still vilify him. 
Usually, they proceed with the 
pretense of praising him, only to 
end up with the punch line that 
Rizal retracted his renunciation 
ofthe Catholic Church. Rizal nev- 
er retracted. He did not "have а 
change of heart," as alleged by his 
detractors. This is discernible in 
his profoundly moving poem “Mi 
Ultimo Adios” (My Last Fare- 
well), which was also his last cry 
of defiance. 

The obvious motive of his de- 
tractors isto ingrain in the minds 
of young students that Rizal re- 
tracted, The truth is, the friars 
could never forgive or forget 
Rizal for his “Noli Me Tangere” 
and “El Filibusterismo.” The re- 
lentless persecution and hasty ex- 


ecution of Rizal were instigated 
by the friars. On Dec. 30, 1896, 
two days after his mock trial, they 
executed him. It was still the 
Christmas season, but that didn't 
matter. There was no room for 
mercy, or for Christian compas- 
sion. On bended knees, Rizal's 
mother begged them to spare her 
son's life. Her plea was met with 
scorn. Seething with deep hatred, 
the friars just had to exact their 
pound of flesh. Rizal's exposé of 
their abuses and wrongdoings 
was unbearable. 

Worthy of praise was the noble 
Spaniard, Luis Taviel de Andrade 
of the Spanish army. He gallantly 
defended Rizal during the trial de- 
spite the forethought that he was 
already a doomed man. Rizal- 
haters still revile him—long after 
his death. 

But then, they also continue to 
discredit Rizal in a dissimulated 
manner. Years later, they claimed 
that the purporied letter of re- 
traction was in their possession. 
The letter was not submitted for 
scientific scrutiny by neutral ex- 


perts. Rizal's detractors had no 
qualms in resorting to forgery. If 
the signature were genuine, the 
document should rightfully be in 
the custody of the Philippi 
erment and not 

archives. 

Galileo retracted, so the friars 
did not burn him at the stake. If 
Rizal retracted, why did they have 
to kill him, the eminent writer E 
Sionil Jose asked. 

‘Almost four centuries passed be- 
fore the Church admitted and apol- 
ogized for its error in condemning 
Galileo. It may also take centuries 
for the Church to acknowledge and 
apologize for its crime in executing 
Rizal, Nothing more need be said if 
the ecclesiastics cease to malign 
Rizal with their contemptible tale 
of retraction. 

Very rare, if ever at all, can one. 
see a photo and much lessa statue. 
of Rizal in Catholic schools. We 
need to remember him. We need 
todefend Rizal. 

VICTOR MURILLO, 
658 Maharlika St, 
Plainview, Mandaluyong City 


What if Filipinos 
topped Everest? 


‘THE CRITICS OF DALE ABENO- 
Jar, he who claims to have summit- 
ed Mt. Everest ahead of other Fil- 
ipinos, may be right or wrong. But 
One thing we should remember: 
we are all Filipinos and every time 
же argue or quarrel “internation- 
ally” we are exposing ourselves to 
the whole world. 

Could it be that the so-called 
“talangka mentality" is the thing 
that motivates a lot of “climbers” 
to put down Abenojar? 

Why not just wait for Abenojar 
to prove his claim? Just because 
those who claim to be the first 

ilipinos to reach Everest's peak 
were backed by powerful organi- 
zations doesn't mean Abenojar's 
feat was a fluke. 

But what if Filipinos have con- 
quered Everest? Has it made us a 
mighty, first-class people? Accord- 
ing to Confucius, “Mighty is he 
who conquers himself.” 

Т suspect that because of our 
poverty and other gargantuan 
problems, we are doing trivial 
things to prove to the world that 
we are somebody. We have been. 
trying to establish or break 
"world records," like the longest. 
row of “inihaw” (grilled fish). The 
fact is, we have the biggest na- 
tional debt in this part of the 
world. 

Together, let us conquer the 
corruption in government, let us 
payourtaxes, let us do good to ev- 
ery Filipino and to ourselves, too. 
The best “world record" that we 
can show to the world is for us to 
climb and lick the mountain of 
poverty and corruption hovering 
over us. 

—NES BARICANTE, 
neselsie45 hotmail.com 
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Excuse for failing governance 


FIFTEEN YEARS AFTER THE END 
of the Cold War, Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo sets aside an addition- 
al amount of P1 billion to finance 
an “all-out war against the com- 
munists." This, when the commu- 
nists have ceased to be a problem 
їп Southeast Asia—except in our 
country. Today, capitalists are 
queuing up to do business with 
communist countries—China and 
Vietnam. In fact, Ms Arroyo her- 
self took her entire family, includ- 
ing the “yaya” of her grandchil- 
dren, to Beijing for the NorthRail 
contract negotiations. Why the 
double-faced stance? 

The truth is, їп the Philippine 
context, the communist insurgen- 
cy—especially after being labeled 
as a terrorist movement—has be- 
come a convenient excuse for fail- 
ing governance and a handy ju 
fication for international fund- 
raising. The communist bogey 
comes into play every time tyran- 
ny rears its ugly head. 

Isn't communism still a prob- 
Jem in our country because, while 
all our neighbors have become 
NICs (newly industrializing coun- 
tries) under Ms Arroyo's rule, we 
have been left behind wallowing 
in mass poverty and social injus- 
tice? 

While more than half of our peo- 
ple are hungry, we are generous 
with funds for bullets and military 
hardware. While billions are need- 
ed to create jobs and rev up pro- 
duction machines, we spend bil- 
lions looking for crooks when, in 
fact, they're sharing our beds and 
berths. Instead of throwing our re- 


sources into serious anti-poverty 
programs—poverty being the only 
enemy we must wage a valid war 
with—we waste scarce resources 
оп Cha-cha and counterproductive 
security measures. So what if street. 
protesters want to go to Mendiola? 
Doesn't Malacafiang belong to the 
people anymore? After all, Ms Ar- 
Toyo isn’t there most of the time, 
and the elite Presidential Security 
Group is ever strong, manning the 
Palace gates. 

‘Those who wield power and 
formulate policies—political аз 
well as economic—should start 
reexamining and overhauling 
their mind-sets. Perception engi- 
neering, in which Ms Arroyo and 
her Palace cabal excel, cannot 
keep Ms Arroyo in power forever. 
Photo ops may be fine during an 
election campaign but after the 
contest, statesmanship should 
take over. 

If the country does not move 
forward for the benefit of all the 
people, which is the case today, it 
will “explode” sooner or later—no 
matter what all the crooks, 
scoundrels and verbal magicians 
inthe Palace do. 

‘The current bloodbath in the 
countryside will only further fer- 
tilize the rebellion which is really 
rooted in mounting mass poverty 
and social injustice. 

Bullets cannot kill a rebellion. 
Only a truly liberating governance 
can. 

—AMADO GATINCIONG, 
Unit301 Union Square 
Condominium, 145 15th Ave., 
Cubao, Quezon City 


No World Cup hype in the Philippines 


1 WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATU- 
late Amando Doronila for his 
spectacular article on football. 
Soccer is the sport of the under- 
dog," PDI, 6/12/06) I hope our 
football leaders in the Philippines 
read it and get inspired by it. We 
rarely see any news about football 
in local newspapers, and this one 
hit the front page! 

The football situation in this 
country is pathetic. The people who 
are supposed to promote the sport. 
are themselves destroying each oth- 
er. Who cares about who is the real 
Philippine Football Federation 
(PFF) president? What we need is 
exposure. We need the sympathy of 
the press, not to mention corporate 
support. The only time we read 
about football is when a guy accus- 
es one football official or the other 
of being a fake and what not. 

lesa pity that we cannot watch 
the current World Cup in Ger- 
many "live" right in our living 
rooms with our children. We have 
to go to ап expensive open air café 
and pay P150 for a cup of capucci- 
no, or to а girlie bar full of 
cigarette smoke, just to catch the 
action asit happens in Germany. 

Who would like to watch a 
game the result of which you al- 
ready know? The PFF and the Na- 
tional Capital Region Football As- 
sociation (NCRFA) should have 
worked together to bring the 
games to every household in the 
Philippines "live." 105 their duty to 
give ай football-loving Fil- 
ipinos—no matter how few they 
are compared to the rest of the 
word—a chance to enjoy the 
matches as they are played. 


By the way, Doronila forgot to 
mention that Trinidad and Tobago 
were down to 10 men in most part 
of the second half of the game 
against Sweden, fighting to score 
and prevent the latter country 
from scoring. 

We need more writers like 
Doronila who, even though he is 
mot a sportswriter, writes about 
the greatest sports event on earth, 
just so the Filipinos may know. 

‘Another thing, aren't the Mid- 
dle East and Israel also in Asia? So 
it's not only Japan and South Ko- 
rea representing Asia. 

We Filipinos are similar to the 
Korean and Japanese in size and 
build. And compared to Trinidad 
and Tobago and most other 
African countries that are in the 
World Cup, we are much richer in 
natural resources. 

When will we start seriously 
promoting football? If ordinary 
football fans cannot come to the 
games, why not bring the games 
to them? Organize games to be 
played on basketball courts, 
beaches, empty lots, or even 
school yards that are aplenty in 
the provinces. I know because 1 
have seen this with my own eyes 
"when I went with the Kasibulan 
youth games in Bicol and Batan- 
gas two years ago. 

AU that is needed is a coach, а 
football and players. But first, 
show our people what football is 
by making it available on TV and 
the sports page. 

ШОС V FUENTEBELLA, 
former National Team 
football player, 
ludwigvíGyahoo.com. 


A more destructive position? 


IT WAS AMUSING TO READ 
columnist Isagani Cruz's "Danger- 
ous diversions.” (PDI 6/17/06) 
The retired Supreme Court jus- 
tice, erstwhile grammarian and 
more recently, a self-appointed so- 
ciological analyst, has precipitate- 
ly passed judgment on entertain- 
ers as the main culprits for the sad 
state of our nation today. 

He practically blamed the en- 
tire entertainment industry as the 
root cause of the country's return 
to the iniquitous days of the Mar- 
cos regime, for the survival of the 
tyrant's toadies. Boy, aren't enter- 
tainers that powerfull 

He said principal figures of the 
entertainment industry were sub- 
missive and readily backed Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. They are still active 
today in their adjustable (sic) ca- 
reer. 

Here's another example of his 
outlandish logic: Entertainment 
shows are vulgar, smutty, offen- 
sive, obnoxious, unwholesome. 
They fail to elevate the taste of 
the audience, Therefore, enter- 
tainers are responsible for the 
election of untalented, overambi- 
tious entertainers to high public 
positions. 

Following Cruz's logic and at 
the risk of incurring the ire of my 
lawyer-friends, let me indict the 
entire legal profession, of which 


Cruzis a luminary: 

There are a thousand more 
lawyers, judges and justices in this 
country than there are entertain- 
ers, And there are a hundred more 
of them in high government posi- 
tions and seats of power, all of 
them elected by the uneducated. 
Cruz complains of an idiotized 
electorate, "The Great Unwashed,” 
But its the lawyers in the Comelec 
who do the “dagdag-bawas” and 
who determine the winners. 

Who do you think make the 
laws but flout them the most? 
Who are the “hoodlums in robes 
Who misinterpret the Constitu- 
tion, invent terms like "construc- 
tive resignation,” regret that a 
death convict should not have 
been put to death after all, and in- 
vestigate the citizenship of nation- 
al artists? Who have run this coun- 
try in the last six decades and 
brought this country to imminent 
perdition? 

Cruz should know the answers. 

Tm glad and proud to be an en- 
телајпег | make а decent and 
honest living out of making peo- 
ple laugh or cry in amusement. 
Most lawyers in government only 
know how to make people cry in 
the real sense of the word. 

—CRIS VERTIDO, 
entertainer, 
cerisvertido@gmail,com 
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By Tonette Orejas She organized the youth, and malyari, the mountain deity. ie 
Clark Special Economic Zone was elected to the tribal council. “Hindi ako kakaiba. Aeta pa rin A TRAILBLAZER. $ à 
With the Philippine Development ako (I am no different. I am still 98 - Wyda Cosme (left): *' 
YDA COSME, 31, STANDS OUT FOR TWO бше, she helped organize their an Aeta),” Cosme said. s ee showsthatan — 
pioneering feats among the Aeta of Mount family-based cooperative. She abo At the CDC, “my being an Asta а am m Aeta can make it 
4 с : helped the tribe forge friendships із not an issue,” she said, adding 1 
Pinatubo. "She's the first law graduate in her with other tribes, going to as far as that she’s appreciated for the 
tribe,” said Salong Sunggod, director of the National . Cotabato to do that. When visitors quality of work she does. Portions 
Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) in Central cometo the vilage, she serves as in- of her salary go to sending a 
Luzon. terpreter for local leaders. cousin and a nephew to school. 
Her mother, whoisamag-aani- She plans to make a second try ий, 
Cosme is also the first Aeta salary as administrative officer of to (healer and spirit guide), keeps at the bar examinations to, hope- i а 
working as a legal analyst for the the NCIP in Zambales. her grounded on their culture, in- . fully become a lawyer and to 205 к 
Clark Development Corp., which Созшез friends and class- cluding in the belief in Apo Na- “serve the Aeta more.” 
runs the Clark Special Economic mates pitched in when money for 
Zone, CDC records showed. tuition came late. 
For the new frontiers she has She was so desperate to stay in 


opened up, Cosme has stayed school that she tried being a schol- 
humble, ar-athlete in the school's weightlift- ГА 
In last week's interview, which ing team. She failed to make it for 
pushed through after she spent she was only four feet tall and the 4 uU 


her two-week leave planting weights she carried were half her 
palay at a cooperative farm in less than 100-kg frame. 


~ C 
Botolan, Zambales, Cosme avoid- Although her last two years at 
edtheattention."Youmighthave the GNC came with a study grant 
gone to the wrong person. There from the defunct Mount Pinatubo 


аге many Aeta leaders,” shesaid. Commission, Roberto and Mila- 
But nobody else is like her. gros took in loans when the gov- 
Byher own account, hersisasto- ernment funds arrived late. 


fi h di jir L “We did not have farm animals 
эйбер. eum" | MAHAL NA PANGULONG GLORIA 
an Merc E ameet е n pee == 
see Eee : 

Suki mess sese | MACAPAGAL ARROYO: 
ancestral abode, displaced the tribe, scrimped for her schooling. 
Ст ы. шымы иен ; ; А ; 
"шиви бере. aime | KASAMA po ninyo kami sa inyong hangarin 
model to emulate, Sunggodsaid. ^ Jennifer Wallum, a member of 2 Е n 
"ieusdes muss Шаа ынан | na maisulong ang ating ekonomiya. Patuloy 
оп which the agency could test the tance Charity Foundation. H H d Pi . . b h . 
Hehe BENCH ile Whyalawyer naming ipa adala sa Pilipinas ang banag! ng 

The he be C і chi H H not 2 
ihe wie ans bles Саа суйши seien mee | aming kinikita upang makapag-aral ang aming 
in jungle survival training, janitors, Villar residents transferred, in- 
construction workersorhousehelp spired her to take up law. 


consrugionuodesorouehep зонам. | Mga anak at masuportahan ang 


tary in Clark and Subic. E € ie rah she re- 
Fi the bases’ 3 d dng he H 1 
T From e bases seas теч наме | pangangailangan ng aming mga mahal sa 
dangerously, gathered spent, bul- „in the process ghe young ones = oes 7 die, 
lets to sell to junk shops. found strength in them. Then, tdo, Pre i 
“J only had faithinGodandde- there was no lawyer in the tribe yet. 
termination,” Cosme said. In 1995, she put esee 
Her success is not even fraught to correct an impression of her tribe. А d M Е ^ 
ith luck, she added. Actually, Fac 1 le 
neki sid" "uoo | KASAMA po ninyo kami sa inyong adhikain 
forts to make education accessi- Friendship Program, she bravely d . h ti b 
ble the tribe. faced ћу the Aetz 
Erea Suea | na mapaganda ang imahe ng ating bansa sa 
int ei ors Pinatubo eruption years. ee . ^ 

C "s village, Villar (old “In the h f the РАЙ 
"mu ae we ш отто. | mata ng mga banyaga. Sisikapin naming 
the volcano's crater, was the first begging? No. It was the lowlan- 


белш ана мы е би bv owe | ilarawan ang magagandang ugali at asal ng 


where Sapena MM And this time, it's a RE 
с shed - ral. Our abode - " ilini 
бошап dd an demen www ord m е | isang tunay na Pilipino. 
E t rm Balintay, told lordo told Бетаг : 
Aside fr Кї - the 20 Fili she joi: 
uiris mi sie wines | KASAMA po ninyo kami sa inyong mga 
Dr Robert Fox, Balintay was six cities in 1996. " А 
mewtewisse em Pasigi | panalangin па пама ay mag karoon ng isang 
ee doen [ederet | d t hi ik | k t t t n 
ite, count. His enthusiasm i disheveled.” 
rechten gx srt fom бе Discrimination has challenged maun a , a imi , ma a as, a ma a ag a 
‘American couple Fred and Virginia and toughened her than put her : "Ml 
Pennoyer, who devoted 20 # down. . 
Rapala ге шогаш сайчы Tike her father, she was degraded Republika ng Pilipinas 
ed эшш to Erud = her dark ae = 4 
ith in eleme M та juc H 1 1 
унта бр абау кыа. mae e ач | Kasabay po nito, kaming inyong mga 
Jeges (GNC) in Pampanga. Hetaught Her first day at the GNC was sad. 
for 10 years at Kakilingan, ап Aeta “L went to the other building. 


кушасы aw Teroa | minamahal na kababayan dito sa Espana ay 


later moving on as community orga- classmates were laughing aloud. I - E 5 

tr for бе н Veen mema: sat and dey were il ushe, | UMAASA na SASAMAHAN din po ninyo kami 

sams among the Asa e йж [e um les 1 just . б è t | 

Жыр ткр ue cde sa aming радпапа! па sana ау maipagpatuloy 

s кыы. ал Е сои ыза р t m a a | k S ti n a m a h a | а а п а п 

Hoc CM Rm he ing е а palakas ng ating p g 
idi did. ‘ks, Cost id she sbe- H z 2 1 H 

wewmodiw ^ miseris | serbisyong kanyang ibinibigay sa katulad 

her four other children, Milagros some occasions, 1 am mistaken 

learned from Roberto and taught for an Amerasian because I can 


по ткн shes naming тда Pilipino na naghahanapbuhay sa 


оаа о both e То sort of у= their self-confi- á 5 Е 
x dence, Co: her sisters, ЕП) 

эшсез eM, жшше | Iba't-ibang bansa. 
м pe (oer "You тю s ter Dire 

hel fellow Aeta,” Roberte id A is All of the Above,” she said. 
fod ta айы д why he ined sew 1 MAHAL NA PANGULO, MABUHAY PO KAYO! 
was being prepared for highschool. degree, while Erlyn Fe is in col- 

“Ne hat, ill he lege. Thei broth: I 
V No mame war, you мн lege Tel owe other are în MABUHAY ANG BANSANG PILIPINAS! 

че eae) and INE = 3 е неи воа her men 7 
ship funds for C. . He idi from legal rcher lyst, 
Toy er Ed Se eet E Nilagdaan ng mga Pilipino sa Madrid, Espana, 
Botola i by the iblish ties. H Н 
inn wer АКЫ: А ika-30 ng Junio, 2006. 

She finished the first year of cause some began to view her as 3 
her English course at the GNC by "different" from the rest or "too 


working as a maid. The second high" to be within their reach, giv- 
{rar wre eupparred by Roherto’s en the education she has attained, 


in the modern 
world, using 
education as her 
pasportoa — . 
betterlifeforher |” 
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COTABATO CITY—"THEY ARE SUFFERING AND 
„they want the fighting stopped,” Ruby Sahali, so- 
* cial welfare secretary of the Autonomous Region 

in Muslim Mindanao, said of the more than 4,000 
families displaced by fighting between militia- 

«men and Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 


rebels in Maguindanao. 

The evacuees came from the 
towns of Shariff Aguak, where the 
hostilities started last week, and 

‚ from Mamasapano, Datu Piang, 
Datu Unsay, Datu Saudi, Ampatu- 
an, Sultan sa Barongis and SK 
Pendatun towns, where it spread. 

Sahali said most of the dis- 
placed families had received food 
packages from her office and from 
‘ARMM Gov, Zaldy Ampatuan. 

“I know our assistance is not 
enough,” she said. "We hope the 
conflict will be resolved very soon so 
they (evacuees) can retur home.” 

Classes have been suspended, 
while farmers fear losing their 
crops as returning home was very 
risky. 

Most of the refugees are housed 
in various evacuation sites. 

Gen. Ramon Santos, chief of the 
government’ ceasefire panel, said 
efforts were under way to separate 
the warring groups—Moro rebels 
and armed civilian volunteers, most 
ofthem supported by their mayors. 

Santos said normalcy would 
only return if the MILF turned 
over two field commanders, Sajid 
Pakiladato and Ombra Kato, who 
were implicated in the June 23 
bomb attack on Maguindanao 
Gov. Andal Ampatuan Sr. 


Burial day 
of Albano 
declared 
town holiday 


ШАВАМ, _ ISABELA—MAYOR 
Josemarie Diaz has declared July 
6a special nonworking holiday in 
this town to allow residents and 
officials to pay their last respects 
to slain Mayor Delfinito Albano. 

Diaz, who assumed the may- 
oral post after Albano's murder in 
Quezon City on June 27, said Al- 
bano would be buried at the Па- 
gan public cemetery in Barangay 
Santo Tomas after a Mass at the 
St. Ferdinand parish on Thurs- 
day. 

"The people of Ilagan [and 
other towns in Cagayan Valley] 
have been grieving over the 
sudden death of our beloved 
mayor, so the executive order 
was only proper" the mayor 
said. 

Diaz said Albano was a "down- 
to-earth politician" who would 
always come to the aid of his con- 
stituents, 

Albano, according to Diaz, 
was responsible for the develop- 
ment of Sta. Victoria Natural 
Park in Barangay Sta. Victoria, 
the rehabilitation of the Rizal 
and Bonifacio parks, the estab- 
lishment of “environmental p 
lice" stations in the town's vi 
lages and the maintenance of 
peace and order in the capital 
town. 

Under his term, Ilagan was 
thrice cited in the Gawad Pan- 
gulo sa Kapaligiran and was na- 
tional finalist in the search for 
the cleanest and greenest 
town. 

Police are not likely to solve 
the murder soon but said they 
are looking at various motives 
for the killing. Villamor Visaya 
Jr, PDI Northern Luzon Bu- 


IF the MILF hands them over, 
they will be subjected to investi- 
gation under the provisions of the 
ceasefire agreement," he said. 

But Ghazali Jaafar, MILF vice 
chair for political affairs, said the 
government should first “conduct 
an impartial investigation” of the 
two MILF leaders. 

“They must know first who re- 
ally perpetrated the bombing,” he 
said 

The MILF leadership has de- 
clared that it remains committed 
to the ongoing peace initiative, 
despite the setback. 

Santos, who earlier met with 
Ampatuan, said the governor want- 
ed the fighting to end “because in 
the end, Ї as the governor, will stil 
address the needs of the affected 
people, they be MILF or not because 
they are all my constituents.” 

Santos refused to say which 
group was at fault. “Our job is to 
separate the warring groups.” 

"The two groups are still trading 
bullets and mortar bombs spo- 
radically. Commuters in the na- 
tional highway can still hear loud 
explosions from the Liguasan 
Marsh, site of the battle. 

‘The MILF has declared a uni- 
lateral ceasefire and fighting has 
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ARESIDENT of Tapikan, Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao checks his belongings inside the compound of an Islamic school in Barangay Labo-labo 
where he and his family moved amid clashes in Maguindanao. 


eased the past 48 hours. 

Santos said the conflict has put 
the peace deal “toa test." 

“This, somewhat, is a learning 
process for everyone,” he said, 
adding that because of the clash- 
es, they managed to identify the 
‘weakness in implementing an ini- 
tial peace deal. 

Even if the fighting has some- 


how eased, the evacuees refused 
to retum to their homes. “We 
cant force them, they have 
nowhere to go to," Sahali said. 
“In the meantime, we are ad- 
dressing their immediate needs.” 

Foreign and local relief agen- 
cies, like the Philippine National 
Red Cross, International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross and Oxfam, 


rate. 


have ‘started arriving at the 
refugee sites to ensure that the 
health situation will not deterio- 


Mary Ann Amado, secretary gen- 
eral of the Mindanao Peoples Caucus 
and deputy director of the Initiatives 
for International Dialogue, called on 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to“deci- 
sively and immediately put a stop to 


roirHoTO 


the war going on in Maguindanao.” 

“Stop the war, save the evacuees,” 
‘Amado said "Its a serious threat if 
we are not able to address it and this 
would develop into a new wat” 

She called on the religious and 
civic communities to intervene. 

Edwin Fernandez, Jeoffrey 

Maitem and Dennis Jay Santos, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Pampanga court ruling replete with signs of 2004 poll fraud 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—A RE- 
gional trial court's decision in the 
mayoral race in Sta. Ana, Pampan- 
ga, gave hints of election fraud for 
ог against candidates for presi- 
dent, vice president and senators 
in the May 10, 2004 elections. 

The- decision, issued by 
Judge Carmelita Gutierrez-Fru- 
elda on June 30, came four days 
after Vice President Noli de 
Castro and former Sen. Loren 
Legarda asked the Supreme 
Court to suspend the recount of 
the votes for vice president 
from Pampanga. 

The clues to the cheating were 
given by witnesses for Domi- 
nador Dizon, the losing mayoral 
candidate who sought a recount 
of votes in 74 of the 123 precincts 
in Sta. Ana, 

“Some ballots were written 
in capital letters for GMA 
(President — Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo's initials) to identify the 
voters," the court said as.it 
quoted the testimony of Aurea 
Galingan. 

The decision did not explain 
what that actually indicated. 

But a source in the Commis- 
sion on Elections surmised 
that either the voters whose 
votes were bought or commit- 
ted were instructed to write 
the initials or the ballots were 
prepared ahead of election 
dayand inserted in ballot box- 
es 

Galingan, 38, was one of the 
revisors tapped by Dizon in his 
election protest against Mayor 


bs 
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THE POSH Camp John Hay Manor Hotel, where two bodie: 


PROTESTERS carry mock images of former elections commissioner Vit 


 MANAHTORBALEAPD PHOTO 
lio Garcillano, whose alleged 


involvement in election cheating for Ms Arroyo started a crisis that continues to this day. 


Francisco Gaddi. Dizon presented 
her in the trial as one of his 10 
witnesses. 

Galingan told the court that 
she had participated as a revisor 
їп more than 20 electoral 
protests in the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

A revisor examines the 
questioned ballots and notes 
irregularities in these, The 


findings are submitted in a re- 
port to the parties and to the 


court. 


Tn this case, the court asked the 
National Bureau of Investigation. 
to help establish the truth in the 
findings. 

Galingan questioned more 
than 1,400 ballots in the Sta. 
Ana mayoral race. Among the 


various 


s were found in Suite 


103. Crime investigators said it was an apparent suicide, but one of the victims’ 


family said they suspect fou! play 
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sons." 


‘Another witness, Rhoda Flo- 
res, assistant chief of the Na- 
tional Bureau of Investiga- 
tion's questioned documents 
division, said of the 921 con- 


observations she 


made was “a number of ballots 
were written by one person be- 
cause they had similar hand- 
writings; some ballots were 
written by two different per- 


tested ballots, at least two 
were “written by one person 
and the same examination ех- 
clud(ed) Gloria Macapagal; 
Legarda; Jaworski; Robert; Bi- 
azon, Rodolfo; Labung (a local 
candidate)." 

The decision said analysis 
done by the NBI in Manila 
showed that in at least 496 offi- 
cial ballots, sets of two or more in 
that batch were written by one 
person. 

At least 404 more official 
ballots were done by only one 
person while 21 others were 
written by two different per- 
sons. 

In the decision, a tally of the 
questioned ballots did not specify 
the names of national and local 
candidates who benefited from 
the ballots. 

In the “marked ballots" (bal- 
lots having common marks like 
dots or lines), at least four had 
the name of Sen. Manuel “Lito” 
Lapid written several times on 
the spaces allotted for the names 
of senators. 

The court voided a total 613 
votes and deducted these from 
Gaddi. 

No part in the decision men- 
tioned who or what camp made 
the contested ballots. 

“The only issue that should be 
resolved by the court is the appre- 
ciation of votes,” Fruelda said in 
the decision. 

The court declared Gaddi 
winner in the 2004 mayoral 
election after һе garnered 
7,734 votes, giving him a mar- 
gin of 142 over Dizon's 7,592 
votes, 


Kin cry foul play on death 
of 2 in Baguio City hotel 


MINALIN, PAMPANGA—RELATIVES OF A 
woman, who was found dead with her partner. 
in a room at the posh Manor Hotel in Camp 
John Hay in Baguio City on Saturday, suspect- 
ed foul play in the death of the couple. 

Frankie Awitan, the grandfather of the 
tim, Michelle Iraham, 18, ruled out that Charlie. 
Chua killed the woman and then shot himself. 

Awitan said the relationship of Iraham and 
Chua lasted two years. He said Chua, 41, had 
bought Iraham a farm lot in Bulacan. 

“They treated each other well and Charlie 
loved her so much," he added. 

Standing next to iraham’s coffin, Awitan point- 
ed to the swelling right eye of his granddaughter. 

“She also had bruises on her arms and legs. She 
was probably tied before she was killed," he said. 

Awitan aired suspicion that a Baguio 
policeman was made a party to an “at- 
D $ 


tempt to cover up." 

“That policeman said Michelle died from a car 
accident, which I leamed later to be false,” he said, 

‘Alona Iraham, the victim's aunt, said she wa» 
not satisfied with police investigation, 

"We were not shown any photo of the crime 
scene or the text message that I know Charlic 
sent to Michelle to say "1 love you.’ The police 
did not tell us the full story. We learned from 
our friends in Baguio that the investigation 
did not take a long time. I found that strange, 
Alona told the Ivguinex by phone. 

Awitan appealed to the police to arrest the killer. 
"Those responsible should answer to the law" 

Iraham, a perennial queen in this town’s Маъ 
festival, worked as a waitress at Stardust ba, hes 
relatives in Barangay San Isidro here said 

Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk, and 
Vincent Cabreza, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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BAYOMBONG, NUEVA VIZCAYA— 
Leaders of the Bugkalot tribe in Al- 
fonso Castañeda town have fled 
criminal charges against their may- 
or for alleged misuse of their 
lages shares from the P250-million 
tax paid by owners of a hydroelec- 
tric facility there. 

Village chairs of Pelaway, Abuyo, 
Cawayan and Lipuga alleged that 
Mayor Alfredo Castillo Jr. misused 
about P30.7 million oftheir shares 
in real property tax paid last year 
by California Energy (CE)-Casec- 
pan, an American firm. 

CE Casecnan owns the Casec- 
nan Multi-Purpose Power and Ir- 
rigation Project (CMIPP), an in- 
dependent power producer that 
‘was compelled to pay real prop- 


EX-FIRST LADY Imelda Marcos 
with the Buddha statuette. 
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Tribe leaders sue mayor for misuse of P50.7M 


erty taxes since it started opera- 
tions in 2001. 

‘The case against Castillo was 
filed at the regional trial court 
here on June 28. 

The Inquirer tried but failed to 
reach the mayor for comment on 
‘Tuesday. In an earlier interview, 
he had denied the allegations. 

Records from the provincial 
treasurer's office showed that Pe- 
laway, which hosts the CMIPPs 
impounding weirs, received 
P20.3 million as its tax share. 
Abuyo, which covers almost the 
entire length of the 26-km Casec- 
nan tunnel, got P10.4 million. 

Lipuga and Cawayan were also 
given shares as goodwill. Their 
chiefs agreed that the villages 


were also part of the CMIPP's 
“primary impact zone.” 

The municipal government also 
received P110.6 milion represent- 
ing 40 percent of the tax payment. 

"Village chairs Potado Gabogen 
of Pelaway Tomas Самай of 
Cawayan, Engagen Pasigi 
Lipuga and Milton Suaking of 
 Abuyo accused Castillo and Emeli- 
ta Bales, whom they claimed to be 
a contractor identified with the 
mayor, of manipulating them to 
get the proceeds of their shares in 
the real property tax. 

They said that on Aug. 2, 2005, 
inside the Neptune Hotel in 
Solano town, Castillo told them to 
issue blank checks supposedly to 
facilitate the start of projects in 


sue about five 


n of 


come, 


their barangays. They said they 
met hours after the provincial 
treasury office released the funds. 

“The mayor told each of us to is- 


without knowing the exact amount 
that would be charged against it or 
the purpose for which we were is- 
suing,” the complainants said in a 
sworn statement. 

They said they followed Castil- 
105 order because they trusted 
him, and that they wanted to im- 
mediately start their projects. 

“We waited for the projects to 
which Mayor Castillo 
promised to implement through 
Emelita Bales but we have not 
seen the supposed contractor, and 
mo project has ever been started. them to sign the 


or six blank checks, the mayors aide and 
drive 

In an interview 
made before the cas- 
es were filed last 
week, Castillo said he 
had nothing to do 
with the loss of the 
villages’ shares. 

"The recognized sig- 
natories of the checks 
are the barangay cap- 
tain and the treasurer 
It is absurd to believe 
that Т dictated upon 


Fight over Buddha replica puzzles judge 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


BAGUIO CITY—IF THE BRASS-PLATED 
Buddha statuette in the custody of a court 
here isa replica, why are several claimants 
dead-serious in bringing it home? 

‘This question has puzzled Judge Fer- 
nando Vil Pamintuan as he tries to resolve 
the final destination of the image thathad 
been in the court’s safe for 35 years. 

Rogelio Roxas, a lodssmith-rumed treasure 
hunter, made national headlines in 1971 when 
he accused then President Ferdinand Marcos 
of forcibly taking from him a Golden Buddha 
that he found in a tunnel near a hospital here. 

He said the late strongman later sub- 
mitted a fake Buddha to the court. 

‘The statuette has become the object of 
a tug-of-war between claimants who, to 
Pamintuan's amazement, have insisted 


that it was fake yet fight over it. 

Henry and Gervic Roxas, Rogelio's sons, 
and Albert Umali, president of the Treasure 
‘Hunters Association of the Philippines Inc., 
‘appeared before Pamintuan in a recent 
hearing to claim the statuette. 

Jose Roxas, Rogelio's eldest brother who 
is now based in Olongapo City, and the Of- 
fice of the Solicitor General, failed to attend 
the hearing. The records showed that they, 
too, had staked claims to the statuette. 

Henry Roxas said his claim was buoyed by 
a ruling issued last week by the US District 
Court of Hawaii that ordered the release of 
partial compensation of $2,000 each to 
about 7,500 victims of human rights abuses 
under the Marcos regime. 

"Our family is also a human rights vic- 
tim," he said. 

During the hearing, Pamintuan raised sev- 
eral suggestions to help unlock the Golden 


Buddha mystery but the claimants ignored it 

“Are you not interested to know what 
this statuette is really made of?" he asked. 
“Is there something inside?" 

Lawyer Edgar Avila, counsel for the Roxas 
heirs, saw no need for the move since, he 
said, the statuette was coated with brass, an 
observation supported by Umali. 

Later, Pamintuan said: “Why don't we 
just donate this to the museum? It has be- 
‘come a piece of history." 

The claimants did not react to the sug- 
gestion. 

Pamintuan then raised the possibility of 
returning the statuette to the soldiers who 
submitted it to the court upon orders of then. 
Court of First Instance Judge Pio Marcos. 

Still, the claimants did not react. In- 
stead, they reiterated their position that it 
was time that the Buddha be released to 
its “rightful owner." 


Our money is gone," they said. 
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Document & Data Theft... 
a Growing threat. - 


Troops repel NPA attack 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—About 40 heavily armed New People's Army rebels 
attacked a Philippine Army detachment in Carranglan, Nueva Ecija, on Sunday, 
but withdrew after two hours. Lt. Col. Joselito Kakilala, commander of the Army's 
48th Infantry Battalion, also said the rebels took wth them their two wounded 
companions, including the head of the Nueva Ecija Party Committee's Guerrilla 
Front 1. The unit's M-60 gunner was wounded in the clash. Although the detach- 
‘ment in Barangay Burgos, Carranglan, was undermanned, station commander 
T/Sgt. Pedro Tumapang and his 17 soldiers repulsed the attack. He reported no 
death or casualty among the soldiers. Tonette Orejas, PDI Central Luzon Desk 
i : ун — 
Lightning kills cell рНан еб duy 
LUCENA CITY—The village chief of 
‘San Vicente, Tagkawayan, Quezon 
died after lightning struck him as he 
used his mobile phone Monday. Tagk- 
awayan police investigator SPO1 
Justino Legaspi said Reynaldo Mag- 
pantay was with a municipal agrarian 
reform officer surveying a portion of 
the village when lightning struck the 
victim as he was talking to someone 
in his mobile phone. Magpantay died 
‘on the spot, according to police. A recent case study by the British Medical 
Journal said lightning might pose a threat to people using mobile phones out- 
‘side during a thunderstorm. Deltin Mallari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Korean missionary drowns 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A 21-year-old Korean missionary drowned while swim- 
ming with other members of a Bom Again Christian group in a beach resort in Calapan 
City last week. Police said Jun Oh Lim, a pastor from Daegu, South Korea, arrived in the 
оўу on Thursday and went swimming the next day with other Korean and Filipino mem- 
bers of their church at the Donny Land Beach Resort. At around 5 p.m., the victimis 
‘companions heard him calling for help. He apparently reached а deep portion of the 
‘swimming area and was not able to retum to shore. Members of the Public Safety De- 
partment of the city government tried but fled to find the Korean's body until around 6 
ал on Saturday. Maron Ramos, PDI Southam Luzon Bursar 


More natural disasters seen 


DAVAO CITY—Offcils in Southem 
Mindanao said they were expecting 
more natural disasters to occur this year 
because of heavy rains. Gerry Pedrico of 
the Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services Administra- 
‘ion (Pagasa). sad the region would also. 
experience halstorms. Carmelito Lupo, 
regional director of the Otice of Chi De- 
fense (ОСО), sad floods and landslides 
should be expected. For the frst sbc 
‘months, the OCD recorded seven major disasters in the region with at least four 
deaths and five injures. Estimated damage was P68.7 milion. Last year, 29 people 
‘were kiled in landslides and floods in Davao del Sur, Davao Oriental, Davao del Norte. 
and Compostela Valley. Judy Quios, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Pacquiao win ‘no panacea’ 


BACOLOD CITY—A Church leader 
here sald President Macapagal-Arroyo 
should not use the unity and jubilation 
cof the Filipino people over the victory of 
boxing hero Manny Pacquiao to gloss 
‘over the people's dissatisfaction with 
the way she ran the government. Msgr. 
Victorino Rivas, vicar general of tha. 
Diocese of Bacolod, was reacting to 
the Presidents statement on Monday 
that as the entre nation stood stil for 

the Pacqulao fight, she could not help “but dream that one day, we would see the 
зате passion In the hearts of our leaders and ай Filipinos in supporting а com- 
тюп vision of the future." Carla Gomez, РО! Visayas Bureau 


Town mourns mayor’s death 

BACOLOD CITY—Hinobaan town, 199.9 km south of here, is in mourning after 
Its mayor died of lung cancer on Monday. Mayor Francisco Rivas Bifbao, 72, died 
of respiratory failure due to lung cancer at 4:50 a.m., less than a day aftar he was. 
brought to the hospital. According to his physician John Ledesma, the mayor was 
aso diagnosed with cirrhosis of tha Iver, Bilbao had wanted to watch the fight be- 
‘tween Filipino boxing Icon Manny Pacquiao and Mexican challenger Oscar Larios 
‘on Sunday, but his wife Ma. Teresa had to take him to the Riverside Medical Cen- 
ter here because he was not feeling well, said his brother Emesto Bilbao. In his 
hospital room, Bilbao watched the fight after which he went to slesp and gradually 
slipped away мегу peacefully, Ernesto said. Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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According to a survey, companies pay dearly 
because of security infringements that compromise 
confidential data. With a rapid increase of data theft all 
over the world, you can't be too sure of your digital copier. 
Machines are prone to hacking. Thus, companies need 
a reliable data storage facility to protect data from theft, 
leakages and hacking. There Is a need for Sharp Data 
Security Kit - a revolutionary security software approved 
and recognized with Common Criteria certification used 
in countries such as USA, Australia, Japan and the 
European Union. Sharp Data Security Kit is highly 
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recommended to all Business firms, government and 
military offices, embassies, financial institutions, hospitals, 
and other companies that are prone to data theft, 
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Palace eases 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


MALACANANG YESTERDAY SOFTENED ITS 
criticisms on the Church's meddling in the af- 
fairs of the state ahead of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines plenary meet- 
ing this week. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said in a brief- 
ing: "The involvement of one bishop in an im- 
peachment complaint does not speak for the 
Church and we take this issue as an isolated 
сазе. It does not in the least affect the overall 
good relations of the clergy and the government 
in all areas of social and spiritual concerns." 

Caloocan Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez filed 
one of the four impeachment complaints filed 
last week in the House of Representatives 
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up on CBCP 


against the President. 

Last Monday, Bunye disputed CBCP head 
Archbishop Angel Lagdameo's claim that the 
Church leaders could actively participate in 
politics if “moral and gospel values are at 
stake.” 

Bunye claimed that “the charges raised on 
impeachment are not morality issues but 
plain and simple political harassment leveled 
against the highest office in the land.” 

‘The presidential spokesperson was more 
contrite in his latest statement as he claimed 
that the "Church and the government are unit- 
ed in pushing for good governance and address- 
ing poverty and we are continuously banking 
оп our partnership in pursuing political and 
economic reforms toward a better future." 


E-mail: p-_news@inguirer.com.ph 
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2M Pesos WON'T EVEN GET YOU. 
ALOT m other developments. 


For as low as 2M PESOS, you can own a 
HOUSE & LOT package in Canyon Ranch's 
exclusive community and enjoy its luxurious 
amenities. With flexible payment terms, 
‘Canyon Ranch gives 
UNBEATABLE VALUE FO} 


UNINSPIRING VIEWS 


Their ELAT and MONOTONOUS TERRAIN 
limits views to street-level and roof tops. 


BREATHTAKING VIEWS 


Canyon Ranch's ELEVATED and ROLLING TERRAIN 
presents a spectacular 360-degree view of vast waters 
‘and lush mountains, including the hills of Antipoto, 
Laguna de Bay, Mt. Banahaw and Mt. Makiling. 


UNIQUELY COOL CLIMATE 


Perched on the foothills of Carmona, Cavite, 
Canyon Ranch enjoys COOL AND BREEZY weather 
that is only one degree away from the refreshing 
climate of Tagaytay. 


INNOVATIVE FEATURES 


Canyon Ranch is the first and only Wi-Fi integrated 
community in the country. It captures the best of 
ай worlds by bringing HIGH-TECH comforts to ап 

idyllic natural environment. 


HOT CLIMATE 


The flatland acts as a HEAT BASIN. 
trapping humidity and pushing the 
temperature to a sweltering 38.5°C. 


ORDINARY FEATURES 
Traditional, LOW TECH amenities 


Take that 25-minute scenic drive to this magnificent gated community 


and see for yourself why Canyon Ranch is my choice. 


ext ENTURY PROPERTIES GROUP BW 518-9025. 893-7050 - 0915-700-2000 
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scores 
for peace 
in Zambo 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—MARK KAHID PUNCHED 
is fists in the air and gave a victory roar as his 
team scored the winning goal in a friendly soc- 
cermatch here. 

A die-hard fan of Brazil's Ronaldo, Kahid 
and nearly 100 other children from eight 
schools in Zamboanga City tasted the same 
excitement people are feeling about the 2006 
World Cup in Germany. 

“Someday, I want many people to see me 
оп television playing at the World Cup or in 
any of the European premier leagues,” said 
Kahid, 11, soaked in sweat after a 20-minute 
game of seven per side. 

For nearly 40 years, this part of the country has 
been the front for insurgencies by communist 
guerrillas and Muslim separatist rebels—conflias 
that have killed more than 160,000 people and 
stunted Mindanao' growth. 

A German nongovernment organization has 
begun helping children in conflict areas reach not 
only their dreams but plant the seed of religious 
and ideological tolerance to promote peace. 


Fighting outside 

"They may be fighting outside but here we. 
bring them together to play together," said 
Trini Magbitang, a consulant for the 
Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Technische Zusam- 
menarbeit (GTZ) group. 

"We really have to start when they're still 
young. It would be difficult to talk peace 
when they're old and there's so much hatred 
in their hearts." 

Peter Keller, GTZ's Manila-based senior ad- 
viser, said he hoped the World Cup could 
spark greater interest in soccer in the Philip- 
pines, where it is seen as an exclusive game 
for the elite and pales in popularity against 
basketball, badminton and boxing. 

"We're just using football as a vehicle to 
bring our message of peace,” said Keller, an 
amateur soccer player, adding Germany had 
committed at least P3 million for the 12- 
month sports for peace program. 

During the weekend soccer clinic, eight teams 
of boys and girls played more than a dozen 
matches between lectures on sportsmanship and 
understanding religious and cultural beliefs. 

“Like a tree, peace-building does not grow 
overnight. You need to water and nurture it 
patiently.” Magbitang said as she prepared 
snacks of fruit juice and cheese sandwiches, 


Balls, not guns 

Linda Schaefer, a GTZ consultant, said the 
sports program's focus was on children coming 
from different social, economic, cultural and re- 
ligious backgrounds because "we want to see 
them running around with balls, not guns.” 

Magbitang said sports has been an effective 
tool in promoting friendship, telling of an in- 
cident when troops and Muslim rebels briefly 
stopped fighting after leaders of the opposing 
forces learned they were former soccer team 
mates in high school. 

“The program is very promising,” she said. 
“There was a lot of enthusiasm among the 
children, most of them coming very early to 
the stadium and staying under the heat of the 
sunall day.” 

Dayanara Torres, a sixth grader, said she 
felt bad Portugal had knocked out England, 
her favorite team in the World Cup. 

"love this game. I come from a soccer fam- 
йу, so I played with a ball before I got my fist 
doll," she said. "still love David Beckham but 
I want Germany to win this time." 

Ridzma Mohammad, an 11-year-old from 
one of the city's largest slum areas, was de- 
lighted to be in the tournament despite her 
team’s string of losses, 

чз my first time," she said while resting 
after a 7-0 defeat. Ies not the winning thats 
important but how we played the game. 
There'll be another chance, another timo." 

Reuters 
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5 suspects in car rental swindle fall 


Only 6 out of 63 cars hired by шыгар recovered Бу TMG 


FIVE suspected members of a car theft syndicate which took out 63 vehicles worth P35 million from a car 
rental firm were presented to media yesterday by National Bureau of Investigation acting director. 
Nestor Mantaring (right, seated). 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


FIVE SUSPECTED MEMBERS 


of a syndicate that defrauded a 
car rental firm of P35 million 
worth of vehicles were arrested 
in an entrapment operation in 
Parafiaque City last Friday. 

Myla Marfal, Gilbert Mung- 
cal, Jonathan Tolentino, all of 
Sta. Ana, Manila; Ronnie 
Javier, of Apalit, Pampanga 
and "Renzon Santos of 
Calumpit, Bulacan, now face 
syndicated estafa charges in 
the Pasay City Prosecutor's Of- 
fice, according to National Bu- 
reau of Investigation (NBI) 
acting director Nestor Mantar- 
ing. 

“Мо bail has been recom- 


mended for the suspects who 
failed to account for 63 cars 
owned by the HNA Rent-A-Car 
based in Pasay City,” Mantar- 
ing said in a press conference 
yesterday where the five were 
presented to the media. 

‘The NBI has also launched a 
manhunt for five others, in- 
cluding Marfal's mother Eve- 


lyn Gallego, Ramil Bayan, 
Arnold Agravante, Lou Charles 
Estrada and Agnes Pangan. 
Some of the car models al- 
legedly stolen by the group in- 
cluded Toyota Vios, Nissan Es- 
capade, Isuzu Sportivo, Nissan 
Urvan, Toyota Fortuner and 
Ford Everest. 
SSUSPECTS/ A20 


‘A must-aitend seminar for developers, investors & property owners! 


HOW TO’S OF REAL ESTATE APPRAISAL 
July 12, 1:30-6 pm, 2" Flr, Max's Rest, Glorietta 2, Ayala Cnar, МА 
Covers principles & laciors o real estate values; how appraisals ae done; dala collection & 
‘methodologes, valuation of os only, ot with improvements, properties wih income; what 
‘ce to pay fo raw lands slated for subdmsion development how o scrutinize appraisal 
"works & accuracy ol values, when & where appraisals are needed & where not, 
appraisal as a prolesion. preparation of appraisal reports & others 
For more details, call 681-0928 or email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph 
‘Or simply text your пате, fax по or email address to СРЯ 0916-426-9174 
URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 


Expectation. Confidence. Thrill? 


There's a certain feeling you get from putting 
Ferrari fuel in your tank. Perhaps it’s the 
assurance of knowing that the fuel technology 
powering the Ferrari engine is also powering your 
car. We call it ‘track to road; it's all about transferring 
the things we learn in Formula One so it benefits 


Shell V-Power 


your cars engine. Such as the Friction Modification 
Technology used by Ferrari in 2006 Formula One 
races, which is designed to keep engine parts working 
smoothly and improve acceleration. You see, to us 
it's not just fuel, we want you to feel the difference 
as soon as you fill up. 


Take home your very own SUV for less than a milion pesos! 
There's no offer for the CR-V better than this! Hurry to your nearest Honda dealer today! 
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New Marikina gym to train future boxing champs 


yere 
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STROLLING BY THE BAY 

to shield her from the sun. It poured y. 
later in the day even as typhoon "Ester 
next days. 


A woman walks past a Philippine flag along Roxas Boulevard, with an umbrella 


rerday morning but the sun came out 
threatened to bring more rains in the 
EDWIN cies 


ByTinaG. Santos 


A STATE-OF-THE ART BOXING GYMNA- 
sium will soon rise at the Boys ‘Town 
Complex in Marikina City where future 
world-class boxers handpicked by the 
Manila government would undergo 
training. 

“The city government is embarking on 
ап ambitious program to develop future 
Filipino world boxing champions like 
Manny Pacquiao,” said Presidential As- 
sistant on Youth and Sports Arnold 
Atienza, 

Atienza is also the chair of the sports 

council of the Manila government which 
runs the Boys Town Complex in Mariki- 
na. 
According to him, the boxing "schol- 
ars" will be chosen from street children 
or those who come from poor families in 
Manila, 

"We will select poor but deserving 
prospective boxers in the city,” he added. 
"They will not only be trained to be 


5 linked to container van hijack nabbed 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


POLICE ARRESTED YESTERDAY FIVE 
Chinese men believed to be big-time fi- 
nanciers of hijacking operations in Metro 
Manila and Luzon. 

The five suspects were caught as they 
were unloading over 1,000 cases of 
canned sardines from a 20-foot contain- 
er van in a warehouse in Angeles City, 
the police said in a statement. 

The Traffic Management Group iden- 


tified those arrested as Joseph Lu, 26; 
Victor Ty, 26; Jacky Tan, 38; Jinding Shi, 
45; and Won Wan Pa, 75. 

‘The cargo was supposed to have been 
delivered to Pasig City, but the truck car- 
rying the load disappeared while parked 
on СЗ Road in Dagat-Dagatan, Malabon 
City on July 3, police said 

The truck's disappearance was report- 
ей by Armando Ramos, owner of the San 
Roque Transport Services, to Supt. 
James Cristobal, chief of ће TMG's anti- 


hijacking coordinating center. At 2 a.m. 
yesterday, policemen spotted the truck in 
Sta. Rita, Bulacan headed toward the toll 
gate near the Angeles City, Pampanga ex- 
it, Two cars were behind the vehicle, po- 
lice said. Cristobal ordered his men to 
follow the cars, which stopped at a ware- 
house on Kalayaan Street in Barangay 
Lourdes, North West, Angeles City. 

"The team noticed that the cargo was 
being unloaded from the van by five 
men,” the TMG said. 


PNU regents meet to tackle thorny prexy issue 


By Tina б. Santos 


THE BOARD OF REGENTS (BOR) OF 
the state-run Philippine Normal Univer- 
sity (PNU) will meet today to discuss the 
issues raised by faculty members and 
students opposed to the appointment of 
lawyer Lutgardo Barbo as university 
president. 

‘The protesters, who have been hold- 
ing a vigil on the PNU campus since last 
night, claimed that Barbo had failed to 


meet even some of the minimum stan- 
dards set for the post such as a doctorate 
degree or administrative experience in 
teacher education or a related field. 

‘They added that the lawyer should not 
have been included in the list of three fi- 
nal candidates because he had ranked 
last among the five bets for the post. 

Barbo, however, insisted that he had 
met the minimum qualifications re- 
quired for the post. He added that those. 
‘opposed to his appointment were root- 


ing for another candidate and were dis- 
appointed when he was chosen. 

Prof. Felice Yeban of the Department 
of Social Sciences, said their protest was 
not a personal attack on Barbo, 

“We're not against him as a person but 
we're protesting the process by which he 
was elected,” she explained. 

‘The protesters said they just wanted to 
safeguard the university's reputation as 
the country's premier teacher training in- 
stitution, 
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world-class fighters but will also be sent 
to school." 

Pacquiao has promised to help the 
Manila government conduct à free 
clinic for aspiring young boxers to pro- 
duce a stable of "future boxing 
champs." 

“I would like to serve as an inspiration 
toothersand at the same time encourage. 
people, especially the youth, to engage 
in sports. It is also a way to help them 
stay away from vices and instill in them 
values like sportsmanship and disci- 
pline,” the boxing icon said. 

He added that he gladly accepted 
Mayor Lito Atienza's invitation to help 
the city's sports program as his way of 
giving back to Manila where he started 
training as a boxer in a gym in the Sam- 
palocarea. 

“We are very fortunate to have him 
(Pacquiao) in our program. With his tal- 
ent and experiences, plus his good 
sportsmanship, we are sure to develop 
well-rounded athletes," Atienza said. 


[Dip You KNow. 


‘THE COUNTRY'S ONLY MECHANI- 
cal bell tower, the oldest in Asia, 
can be found on the University of 
the Philippines campus in Diliman, 
Quezon City. Inaugurated on Aug. 
Т, 1952, the UP Carillon boasts of 
46 Holland-made bronze bells 
housed in a 130-foot tower. The 
bells, played using a wooden key: 
board, often serenaded the whole 
campus with the university hymn 
and other popular songs. 

Аз early as 1940, National Artist 
for Architecture Juan E Nakpil, UP 
Music Conservatory director Ra- 
mon Tapales and then UP President 
Bienvenido Gonzales had dreamt 
about building a carillon. In 1948, 
the University of the Philippines 
Alumni Association (UPAA) decid- 
ed to raise funds to build a bell tow- 
er. The UP Carillon was finished af- 
ter three years. The UPAA has em- 
barked on a P20 million project to 
restore the deteriorating university 
landmark in time for the UP cente- 
nary in 2008. Mel Lawrence de Guz- 
‘man, PDI Research 
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Construction 
jobs for Pasay 
residents 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


UNEMPLOYED RESIDENTS ОР 
Pasay City now have a better chance 
of finding work after councilors ap- 
proved an ordinance requiring all 
construction firms in the city to give 
priority to residents when hiring 
workers. 

According to the ordinance, 70 per- 
cent of the company's total workforce 
should be residents of the city. 

“The work classification is not lim- 
ited to positions like masons, carpen- 
ters, welders, electricians, plumbers, 
steel men, tinsmith, aircon techni- 
cians and the like ... whether perma- 
nent, contractual or casual," said the 
ordinance introduced by Vice Mayor 
Antonino Calixto 

Councilors said they passed the 
law in response to the growing prob- 
lem of unemployment in Pasay. 


5 suspects ... 


From page А19 


An investigation conducted by the 
Interpol Division headed by lawyer 
Claro de Castro Jr. showed that Mar- 
fal first contacted HNA Rent-A-Car 
last May. 

De Castro said that from May 24 to 
June 26, Marfal rented several vehi- 
cles every week, paid the initial fees 
and requested that the vehicles be de- 
livered to her Sta. Ana home. 

The syndicate then took the cars to 
Bulacan where they mortgaged or 
sold the cars for P100,000 to 
P200,000 using fake documents. 

Mancilla, however, asked the NBI 
for help when he learned that six cars 
Marfal had rented from him were 
seized by policemen from one of the 
suspects. 
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Spain train mishap 
VALENCIA Forty one people were Hed and 39 oth- 
ers hut when a meto irain derailed in a tunnel in the 
eastern Spanish city of Valencia Monday as pilgrims 
‘gathered ahead of a papal visit, officials said. An interi- 
or ministry spokesperson said any terrorist ink had 
been "completely ruled ош," teling AFP: "Everything 
indicates that it was an accident, that the train derailed 
and was hured against the walis of a tunnel." Regional 
transport chief Jose Ramon Garcia Anton warned that 
speculation about the cause of the crash would be pre- 
mature until the train's black box recording was found. 
‘Te same train ine was the scene ota crash last 
September which left 35 people injured. The Valencia 
metro opened in 1988. АР 


Discovery launch set 

CAPE CANAVERAL—NASA has decided to launch 
Discovery Tuesday despite the discovery of crackin 
the insulating foam on the space shuts extemal fuel 
tank, a spokesperson said late Monday. "We are going 
tomorrow," NASA spokesperson Lisa Malone told re- 
porters at the Kennedy Space Center in Саре Canaver- 
al. Frida. Malone gave no uter details, but top 
NASA officials were scheduled to hold a news confer- 
ence ater Monday. Ocal earier expressed confi- 
dence that the 238 p.m. lunch Tuesday wouid take 
piace atter inspectors found the 12.5 om crai 
мет. Launch preparations had continued as 
planned while NASA officals analyzed the fissure. AFP 


Ex-US soldier charged 
WASHINGTON-— Prosecutors charged a US Iraq 
war veteran Monday with raping and murdering 
an Iraqi woman, after gunning down three mem- 
bers of her family, including a 5-year-old girl. The 
Justice Department said Steven Green, 21, a for- 
Tmer private with the US Army's storied 10st Air- 
borne Division, could face the death penalty it 
convicted over the latest alleged atrocities to taint 
the image of US soldiers in Iraq. Groen, formerly 
stationed in Fort Campbell, Kentucky, was arrest 
ей Friday in the southern state of North Carolina. 
for his alleged involvement in the deaths near 
Mahmudiyah, south of Baghdad, the statement 
said. Green was honorably discharged from the 
army this year with a "personality disorder.” AFP 


Arms sale to Pakistan 
WASHINGTON—The Bush Administration said on 
Monday that it planned to sell Pakistan up to 36 ad- 
vanced F-16 fighter jets bul by Lockheed Martin 
Corp. in weapons package that could be worth 
morë than $5 billion. The proposed sale of 18 new 
“Fighting Falcon" fighters with an option for 18 more 
demonstrates the United States’ commitment to а 
long-term relationship with Pakistan, White House 
spokesperson Tony Snow told reporters. The new F- 
16 C/D Block 50/52 aircraft would be used for close 
air support in the US-dechred global war on terror- 
ism, among other things, the Pentagon's Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency said in a notice to 
Congress. Reuters 


VERTU 


Only your BPI Family dream car lo 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


The\WORLD 


Binladen Israel tells Hamas: 
Sky will fall on you 


accuses 
Iraq Shiites 
of genocide 


PARIS—ALQAIDA LEADER OSAMA 
bin Laden accused Iraqi Shiites of waging 
“genocide” against Sunnis and wamed of 
retaliation, according to a new audiotape 
posted on the Internet. 

‘The message, the second in as- many 
days purportedly from the Western world’s 
‘most wanted man, came as yet another sec- 
tarian car bombing shook Baghdad, killing 
66 people. 

‘The fact that bin Laden is releasing more 
Internet messages—fve so far this year— 
suggests that he is buoyed by the continua- 
tion of the ant US insurgency in Iraq, de- 
spite the killing of Al-Qaida's frontman 
there and by the victory of Islamist forces in 
part of Somalia, analysts said Sunday. 

The speaker in the audio message, post- 
ей on Saturday, wamed against deploying 
intemational forces in lawless Somalia and 
expressed backing for Islamist forces there. 

"The voice said Iraqi Sunnis, dominant 
under the ousted regime of Saddam Hus- 
sein, were being subjected to “a campaign 
of genocide at the hands of the gangs of 
grudge and treachery” a reference to Shi- 
ites. 

"The speaker warned that Iraqi Shiites 
could therefore expect retribution. — AFP 


GAZA—ISRAEL WARNED THE GOVERN- 
ing Hamas group that the "sky will fall on 
them? after a deadline set by Gaza militants 
for the Jewish state to free prisoners in ex- 
change for a captured soldier expired on 
"Tuesday. 

‘Three Palestinian factions in the Gaza 
Strip, among them the Hamas armed 
wing, had given Israel until 6 a.m. (0300 
GMT), saying it must respond by then if it 
valued the life of Corporal Gilad Shalit, 19. 

Israel reiterated that it would not nego- 
бше with the militants after the deadline 
passed, and the Maariv newspaper report- 
ed that the government gave the army а 
green light to launch a deeper incursion in- 
to northern Gaza. 

Israel appeared to be holding back a ma- 
jor escalation after the United States and 
other Western powers urged restraint. 

‘The smallest of the three militant 
groups, the previously unknown Islamic 
Army said there would be no further infor- 
mation on Shalit, who was seized in а 
cross-border raid on June 25, and sent con- 
ficing signals about his fate. 

“Whether he will be killed or not killed, 
we will not disclose any information about 
the fate of the soldier. Discussion is closed,” 
said spokesperson Abu al-Muthana. 

But he later said: "We do not kill cap- 


tives. Ош Islam requires that we treat cap- 
tives well and fairly” He declined to say 
‘whether Shalit was alive or dead. 

Rejecting any deal, Israel has launched 
its frst offensive in Gaza since withdrawing 
last year and massed troops and armour 
for a possible expansion of the ground op- 
eration. 

Palestinian security sources said Israel 
had increased the number of armored ve- 
hides on the northern edge of the strip. 

‘Overnight, an Israeli air strike in north- 
em Gaza killed one militant and wounded 
two. Israel said they were planting bombs. 

1n Gaza City Israel fired a missile at the 
Islamic University, a Hamas stronghold. 
The army said it had attacked a building 
used by Hamas to plan attacks. 

Israel has also hinted it could assassinate 
leaders of Hamas, whose government is 
under an international aid embargo, if 
Shalitis not freed. 

"Hamas well understands the uncom- 
promising message of the Israeli govern- 
ment, that the sky wili fall on them if they 
harm Gilad Shalit” Interior Minister Roni 

On told Israel Radio. 

"We will respond in a way the Palestini- 
ans haven't yet seen if, heaven forbid, they 
carry out their threat” Before the deadline 
passed, Prime Minister Ehud Olmert had 


war 


already decided to continue the offensive, 
Israel Radio said. 

Israel resumed artillery fire against 
northem Gaza after militants fred home-, 
mode rockets at the Jewish state. 

The groups holding Shalit have de- 
manded Israel free 1,000 prisoners. Unless 
the demands were met, the factions said, 
“the enemy wall bear full responsibility for 
future consequences.” 

Mediation led by Egypt has so far failed 
to produce results. 

Hamas, which advocates Israels de- 
struction, does not want to lose face by 
freeing Shalit without getting something in 
etum. Israel says it does not want to set a. 
precedent that could lead to more abduc- 
tons. 

Hamas sources said Western diplomats, 
whom they did not name, had told the 
group that Israel had prepared a 13-man 
hit list headed by exiled leader Khaled Me- 
shaal and including Prime Minister Ismail 
Haniyeh and Foreign Minister Mahmoud, 
al-Zahar. 

Israel sent troops into the southern Gaza, 
Strip last Wednesday Tanks pushed just in- 
side the north on Monday in a possible pre- 
Jude to a deeper incursion into the area, of» 
ten used by militants fring rockets into Is- 
таё. Reuters. 


Conservative wins Mexico poll by a hair 


MEXICO CITY—CONSERVATIVE 
Felipe Calderon won Mexico's 
presidential election by a razor- 
thin margin, according to prelimi- 
nary results posted Monday which 
his leftist rival contested, demand- 
inga recount, 

“The results issued by the Feder- 
al Electoral Institute (IFE) gave 
Calderon 3638 percent of the 
vote to 35.34 percent for Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador IFE 
stressed the results were not valid 


day. 


until completion of a verification 
process due to start on Wedines- 


‘But Calderon, of the ruling Na- 
sional Action Party (PAN), insisted 
he had won with an “irreversible” 
lead over Lopez Obrador, who 
called for a recount, "polling sta- 
Чоп by polling station." "Today 1 
can assure all Mexicans I won the 
election,” Calderon, 43, told the 
‘Televisa network. 

Lopez Obrador, 52, for his part, 
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said he would accept defeat only if 

itis clearly proven he had lost. 
“There are many inconsisten- 

Ges" he said at a news confer- 


The standard bearer of the Par- 
ty of the Democratic Revolution 
(PRD) did not rule out calling his 
supporters onto the sweets 

“TE we won, even by one vote, І 
will defend it,” he said. 

The political cliffhanger was 
being closely followed by Wash- 


ington, which had hoped to see а 
reversal of the trend that brought 
several leftist leaders to power 
across Latin America im recent 


is. 

But the US administration in- 
sisted on Monday it would work 
with whoever wins the election 
Mexico "is an ally and neighbor, 
and obviously, we've got a great 
number of shared interests; said 
White House spokesperson Tony 
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er 9/11, global transport still vulnerable 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATIONS 
LAND TRANSPORTATION OFFICE 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
E-mail Address: Nombox@to.gov.ph * Website: wwwlto.gov.ph 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philipines 
PROCUREMENT OF TWO-WAY RADIO COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 


The Land Transportation Office, through Fund 151 (MVUC) intends to apply the 
sum of Two Milion Nino Hundred Thirty Four Thousand Three Hundred Sixteen 
Pesos (P2,934.316.00) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) of 
payment for the procurement of two-way radio communication equipment. Bids 
Feceived in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 
The Land Transportation Office now invites Bids from oligible Bidders for the 
items. The required delwery schedule wil be indicated in the approved Contract, 
The description of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section Il of the Bidding 
Documents, ITB. 
"Bidding will be conducted through open compeltive bidding procedures using non- 
discrellonary pass/fail criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184, otherwise known as the 
"Govermeni Procurement Reform Acl," and is restricted to Filipino cilizens/sole 
proprietorstips, organizations wi at least sixty percent (60%) interest or oustanding 
Cantal stock belonging о citizens of the Phiippmes, and to citizens or organizations 
l'a country the laws or regulations of which grant similar rights or privileges to 
Filipino citizens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. 5183) and subject lo 
Commonwealth Act 138 (С.А. 138). Only bids from Bidders who pass the eligibity 
check wil be opened. The process for the ehgibilty check s described in Section 
1 of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) 
shall advance to the post-qualiication stage in order to finally determine 
fesponsiveness of the bid о technical and financial requirements of the project. The 
тога shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bidder 
СЕВ) who was determined as such during the post-qualification procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further information from the BAC Sub-Committee 
and inspect the Bidding Documents atthe address given below from 8:00 A.M. lo 
5:00 P.M. 
А complete sot ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by Interested Bidders 
from the address below and upon payment of a non-tefundable fee in the amount of 
Php 10,000.00, in the form af cash. The Bidding Documents shall be received 
personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorized representativo. 
The Land Transportation Office will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all 
interested parties on July 14, 2006 at 2:00 P.M., at the LTO-Library, East 
Avenue, Quozon City. 
Bids and eligbliy requirements must be delivered tothe address below on or before 
duly 26, 2006 at 2:00 P.M. Al bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security in any 
af he following form. 


Minimum Amount in % of 
Approved Budget for the 
"Contract to be Bid 
‘ne Percent (1%) 


Form of Security 


T. Gash, corified check, 
cashier's check, manager's 
check, bank draft or irrevocable 
Jeter of credi 


‘Bank Guarantee 
Surety Bond 
Foreign government guarantee 


One and a hall Percent (1 12%) 
Two and a half Percent (2 112%) 
‘One hundrod Percent (1003) 


{ate Bids shall not be accepted, 
| Bid opening shall be on July 26, 2006 at 2:00 P.M. at LTO-Librry, East Avenue, 
Quezon Cl Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders representatives 
who choose to attend at the address below. 
The Land Transportation Осе reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid to 
‘annul he bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contact award, 
Without thereby incurring any ibl to the alleced Bidder or Bidders 
Land Transportation Office 
Atty. Jimmy G. Pesigan, Chairman, BAC 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
(02) 9219077 - telefax 
Engr, Roberto 5. Se - Chairman, BAC Sub-Committee 
Property Section, LTO, East Avenue, Quezon City 
(02) 9282015 teleax 
(54) ATTY. JIMMY G. PESIGAN 
BAC-Chairman 
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PARIS—NEARLY FIVE YEARS AFTER AL-QAIDA 
forever changed the way nations seek to protect their 
citizens, the world’s transport networks still remain 
highly vulnerable to terrorist attack, experts and ana- 
lysts say. 

Many of the deadliest terrorist 
strikes this century involved public 
conveyance systems used by much 
of humanity to get from one place to 
another—commercial planes in the 
US on Sept. 11, 2001, trains in 
Madrid and a ferry in Manila in 
2004, buses and the underground in 
London one year ago on July 7. 

But post-9/11 national and inter- 
mational efforts to secure transport 
by land, air and sea have fallen shor, 
making vehicles of mass transit easy 
targets for would-be terrorists with a 
serious grudge and a few thousand 
dollars to spend. 

Nowhere, perhaps, are the weak- 
nesses in the defenses against such 


attacks more evident than in com- 
mercial air traffic, despite enhanced 
security in airports around the 
word. 

‘While it may be more difficult for 
a terrorist to board a plane with ex- 
plosives or the intention to commit a 
suicide hijacking, commercial air- 
craft remain vulnerable—especially 
as they take off and land—to exter- 
nal attack by cheap and easilyac- 
quired shoulder-held rockets, notes 
Frenchman Eric Denece, author of 
“Tourism and Terrorism" and an ex- 
pert on the mechanics of terrorism. 

Just last month Swiss police ar- 
rested seven people linked to what 
federal prosecutors said was a plot to 


down an Israeli EL Al flight in 
‘Switzerland. Unconfirmed Swiss 
media reports said the group 
planned to use a rocket launcher 
near the Geneva airport. 

Some security experts advocate 
equipping all commercial aircraft 
with electronic decoy systems to de- 
flect surface-to-air missiles of the 
kind fired in 2002 at an Israeli plane 
near Mombassa airport in Kenya. 
Such a refit would cost $11 billion 
for the nearly 70000 commercial 
planes in the US alone, according to 
the RAND corporation, a global poli 
cy think tank involved in research on 
armed forces, in California, 

But such anti-missile systems are 
useless against the most primitive of 
rockets. “There is not interference 
possible against a RPG-7," said 
Denece, referring to the Soviet made 
тобет launcher, a common item on 
the arms black market. 

Ocean-going vessels, especially 


ships canying thousands of stan- 
dardized six to 12-meter containers, 
are also easy prey, experts зау. 

There is little to prevent a terrorist 
seeking to slip, for example, a 
weapon of mass destruction—such 
as а dirty bomb composed of conz 
ventional explosives and commer: 
daliyavallable radioactive materi; 
al—into a shipment of tennis sneak- 
ers or steel pipes. 

“Ifa terrorist wants to do it, he can. 
doit; says American Michael Wall a 
former instructor at the antiterror- 
ism center of the US Navy and cur- 
rently а maritime security consul- 
tant. “Bringing a weapon of mass de- 
struction into a port Ма a merchant 
vessel is a very realistic scenario.” 
And the stakes, he said, are very 
high. “Any major breakdown in the 
maritime transport system could 
cost dearly in terms of lives and 
‘would fundamentally cripple global 
trade," he added АЕР 
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AIDS victim 
may sue 
sex partner 


PEOPLE INFECTED 
with the vius that 
causes AIDS may sue 
the sexual partner who 
transmitted the virus to 
them even if the part- 
mer did not do so 
knowingly the Califor- 
nia Supreme Court 
ruled Monday. 

Bridget B. and John 
B, as they are known 
in court papers, stated 
dating in 1998 and 
married in July 2000. 
According to Bridget, 
John told her he was 
healthy and monoga- 
mous, and he urged 
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her to have unprotect- 
ed sex with him. In Oc- 
tober 2000, though, 
she tested positive for 
HIV the virus that caus- 
es AIDS, as did he. 
Bridget later 
leamed, her lawsuit 
said, that John had had 
sex with men before 
and during their mar- 
riage. She seeks com- 
pensation for emotion- 
al distress and fraud. 
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Fi "Keepers may 
; shold World Cup 


Email: pr. sportsinquirer.com. ph 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
‘Text us your feedback: inquirer sprt name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


Cat everson at 892-HAIR 14247) 
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ulls, Giants start PBA 
Philippine Cup series 


PUREFOODS HAS A MODEST TARGET OF RE- The Giants bagged an allFiipino Afr losing othe Bullsin the Fs, 

crown in 1997, the last of three m Cup Finals, the Giants are bound to 
capturing the crown it hasn't won in a long AfCs ofthe Alvin Parimonioera. һе sturdier this time in the Finals 
time. For Red Bull, this championship has an — “Were bringing the battle to a dif- backed by Welcoat Paints with Marc. 

ferent dimension,” said Gregorio, Pingris, Roger Yap and Noy Castillo 
intrinsic historical value different from the 97 Cee amewhentieGr blending well with James Yap and 
exploits of the past. ants won the 2002GovernorsCup. Kerby Raymundo. June Navarro 


Buls share the goal of (ей) season, 
winning the Gran S M ie “The 
Matador Brandy PBA VS San Miguel Beer 
Philippine Cup when 08200731100) 


traditional 
gand slam is now 


gone,” said Guiao. 50 pf едйк nuoce GEAR 


the ^ bestofseven  *SSPM-—FeAH GF you win two confer- МаК уине remiorced 
championship sees (алеја) ӨК we an Gall Е И suani roor CADDY 


starts today at the the modern version of 
‘Araneta Coliseum. a grand sam. If we 
"Were seeking a place in history win, well have a place in the record 
other teams have yet to achieve,” books and nobody can take that 
said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao ав away from us.” 
M the Bullsaim forabackto-backtitie ^ Coach Ryan Gregorio of Pure- 
] after capturing the import-Havored foods agrees, but has other things in 
Fiesta Cup last conference. mind. Clinching another All-Filipino 
Since the PBA transformed itself plum for the franchise is one of 
PUREFOODS’ Roger Yap drives off a phalanx of Red Bull defendersled by into twoconference season lest them, according to the youngest 
Enrico Villanueva (lefi) in a recent game between the twoteams. uw year the definition of a grand slam mentor inthe league today. 


ar Park Бай 
cor Aw drag Des 


p Im 


pody wili dare touch you while you're CHEVROLET 


in the laxurious Chevrolet Suburban. Power through the streets in style, take command of the roads and consider miller 
the wórld your playground. This SUV is the biggest, toughest and meanest machine in its class. 


"LL BE THERE 


mm * Test dive today at your nearest ChevroleVGM dealor: MAKATI 867-8183 to 87 + QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59 * SHAW 939-4944. 533.0349, 233-8375. 435-1209 » PASIG 
Bane ROSE Weis 14 672-1480 « ALABANG 771-1206 to 09 » NORTH EDSA 274-0092 ta 97, 374-9963 » MANILA 864-0129 = CEBU (032) 234-0420 to 29 * PAMPANGA (045) 863-3333, (045) 1 
ASSISTANCE ata 880-2000 DAVAD (082) 300-7777, (082) 235-3811 + DAGUPAN (075) 523-7777, (075) 823-1835, (075) 518-5577 + Woilo (033) 320-1088 , 


STANDINGS 
Letran 
PCU 
San Beda. 
Perpetual 
Mapua 
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1 Jose Rizal 
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‘THE TOP AND BOTTOM ENDS OF THE STAND- 
ings meet today with one team hoping to keep its 
unblemished slate and the other trying to score 
its first win. 

Defending champion Letran will stake its 2.0 
win-loss slate against the only winless team, Jose 
Rizal University at 2 p.m. in the NCAA men's bas- 
Кефаја: the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

And a rout is on the horizon as the Knights 
showed championship form in their first two 
games. Veteran Aaron Aban is also back on the 
fold and played a big role in Letran's 81-73 whip- 
ping of San Sebastian last Monday. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 


that could work wonders for them, especially 
since they are just warming up with new coach 
Ariel Vanguardia. 

Providing subplot from the sidelines are coach 
Louie Alas and Vanguardia, who was Alas assis- 
tant coach for the Manila Metrostars when it won. 
the MBA tile in 1999. They also share the bench 
‘with the successful Toyota Otis team in the PBL. 

"The team (Bombers) is hungry after losing to 
San Beda,” said Alas. "We expect them to come 
‘out strong. Besides, Ariel knows my system, that's 

ı why he doesn't have to spend time scouting us. 1 
have no idea what he's going to do tomorrow.” 


But the Heavy Bombers had an 11-day break 


Last years runner-up, Philippine Christian U, 


day 


tries to extend its own winning streak to three 
when it battles Perpetual Help at 4 p.m. 

The Knights are currently on top of the stand- 
ings with a 2-0 card, followed by the Dolphins 
and the San Beda College Red Lions with similar 
2-1 records. The Altas and the Mapua Cardinals 
are locked at 1-1. 

‘The Dolphins try to follow up their 74-72 win 
over the Stags last Friday, where 2004 MVP and 
Rookie of the Year Gabby Espinas scored 24 
points. 

Perpetual Help, on the other hand, hopes to 
avenge its 79-76 loss to St. Benilde, also last Fri- 
‘Mare Anthony Reyes 


UAAP wars ‘tough to call’ 


Z THE UAAP MEN'S BASKETBALL TOUR- 
Z nament remains a tough field even 
Sswithout one of the league's most for- 


Snaining seven squads. 
S& f you're not ready to play, you can be. 
Sibeaten by any team in the UAAR” said Ate- 
рео coach Norman Black during a press 
© conference yesterday at ABS-CBN. 
= "La Salle is just one challenge,” added 
lack. “It wasn't our decision to take them 
‘out of the league this year. We'll just deal 
“with the teams available to us. We still 
think it’s going to be tough for us to win 
“even without La Salle." 
T3 University of the East coach Dindo 
* Pumaren agrees, even if his Warriors were 
„picked as title-favorites due to a solid core. 
+ bannered by Bonbon Custodio, Mark 
7 Borboran and Marcy Arellano. 
“Ithink all the teams are competitive, es- 
pecially Ateneo and FEU," said Pumaren. 
| “Despite the departure of LA Tenorio, Ate- 
heo still has a team of veterans. FEU, it just 
reloads every year so it remains strong 
г even without Arwind Santos.” 
7 Seasoned big men JC Intal and Doug 
{ Kramer will be returning for Ateneo, while 
wingman Jeff Chan and playmaker Jonas 
ilanueva will be fueling FEUS charge. 
The UAAP board suspended the La Salle 
‘Archers for one season for fielding two in- 
eligible basketball players in the seniors di- 
vision in the last three years. 
"Lets put the issue of La Salle to rest" 
appealed league president Luz Sta. Ana of 


despite Archers’ absence 


ALL TOGETHER NOW: UAAP coaches (from left) Dindo Pumaren of UE, Manny Dandan of NU, Norman Black of Ateneo, Pido 
Jarencio of UST, Bert Flores of FEU and Leo Austria of Adamson pledge fine play. UP coach Joe Lipa failed to show up. AuasroRAGuz 


host UE. "es just unfortunate that the inci- 
dent happened, but its already the past." 

Sta. Ana also said that league officials 
implemented a tighter screening process 
this season, which fires off on Saturday at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

“We had to be more careful,” said Sta. 
‘Ana. “We had to require the registrars of 
each university to take a closer look and 
scrutinize all documents and have them 
authenticated before submitting them to 
the UAAP board.” 

 ABS-CBN vice president for sports Peter 


Musngi said they have come up with inno- 
vative marketing strategies in the absence 
of one of the league's glamour squads. 

"Well definitely come up with some- 
thing new for the UAAP coverage,” he said. 
“We're not just depending on the seniors 
basketball alone, but well also have a full 
season (coverage) of volleyball.” 

The UE Warriors will battle Adamson in 
the 2 p.m. curain-raiser, while the Ateneo 
Eagles and the National University Bull- 
dogs collide at 4 p.m. 

Three new faces will be plotting strate- 


gies this season. 

Calling the shots for the University of 
the Philippines is Joe Lipa, who steered the 
Maroons to their only title in 1986. 

Former prosaar Pido Jarencio will debut 
as coach with the University of Santo 
‘Tomas Tigers, while multititled Leo Austria 
has assumed the coaching chores for the 
Adamson Falcons. 

Returning on the bench are coach Bert 
Flores for the defending champion FEU 
“Tamaraws and Manny Dandan for the Na- 
tional University Bulldogs. 


Misunderstanding Manny Pacquiao 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT, THERE WERE 
people who could not forgive Manny Pac- 
‘quiao for what he did at the Araneta Coli- 
ешт on Sunday. 

‘These frustrated people protested, as 
though Pacquiao was a no-show at the Big. 
Dome for what was easily the greatest lun- 
cheon date of his career. 

No way, he's a liar, cried a street fan in 
the evening newscast over GMA-7 on 
Monday. 

His pale face puffed, the poor fellow ei- 
ther had a sleepless night, or he could have 
tore at what litle was left of his hairdo, 
while refusing to accept Pacquiao's failure 

"< to knock out his Mexican foe. 

*' Of course, there were countless others 
who continued to feel their boxing hero 

1 had shortchanged them. 

Thats understandable. After they 
had elevated Pacquiao to a super hero, 
an all-conquering savior, they now ex- 
pected an incredible feat from the fear- 
less warrior whenever he would enter 
the boxing ring. 

They just could not see through the 


Bare EYE 


А 
Recab Trinidad Му 


greatness of Pacquiao's performance 
when, displaying grace (under pressure) 
and all-around skills, he turned the ring 
at the Araneta into a boxing studio. 

Those who know their boxing—led 
by lawyer Rudy Salud, founding sec-gen 
of the WBC—were one in hailing Pac- 
quiao for his full elevation to a complete 
boxer, based on his colorful and classy 
stand on Sunday. 

Still, the widespread displeasure, to 
repeat, was all to be expected. 

Its like this. There continues to exist in 
this poor country a school of thought reared 
inthe belief that the only legit win in boxing 
comes viaa knockout. No ifs, no buts. 

Well, that could be forgiven, too. But 


what took the cake in this post-ight Pac- 
quiao bashing was the dark pronounce- 
ment from this veteran sports journalist, a 
graying alien who gained Filipino citizen- 
ship by shining the shoes —licking actual- 
ly—of Ferdinand Marcos with his shame- 
less tongue. 

The converted Pinoy, speaking our na- 
tive tongue as though Filipino was a for- 
gotten language, tried to play sage and de- 
dared an abomination. 

He told the evening audience that Pac- 
quiao saw it fit to let the 12-round fight 
with Oscar Larios go the full distance in or- 
der to accommodate all the television 
commercials, 

No, it was not a mere suggestion. 
Spoken like a sage, this Pacquiao accus- 
ег sounded as though he had proof to 
back his incredible claim. 

Ofcourse, he had none. 

As could only be expected, Dong 
Puno, a top honcho at ABS-CBN, which 
bankrolled the $4-million Mano а 
Mano, was raging mad. 

Hermie Rivera, who reported on Mr. 


Spring-NBC five whips Thailand 


па] squad, settles for 5th place 


HATYAI, THAILAND—THE PHILIP- 
pines NBC Selection crushed Thai 
lands national team, 106-81, Satur- 
day and settled for fifth spot in the 
10th Crown Prince International 
"basketball toumament here. 
7 Bxpro Marvin Ortiguerra led six 
+ other Filipinos in double figures as 
the Spring Cooking Oi-backed team 
; dominated the game from the start. 
7 “Although they failed to win the 
“ ttle, fm happy with the boy’ show- 


‘THE PHILIPPINE YOUTH TEAM ROUTED JORDAN AND. 
Cambodia over the weekend to barge into the third round of 
the Asian Juniors Badminton Championship team event in 

«Kuala Lumpur. Bannered by four players from the RP Junior. 
pool, Kevin Tim Ang. Bryan Chan and sisters Raquel and. 
‘Rachel Guerrero, the Nationals hurdled their frst two assign- 


ing." said Spring Cooking Oil team 
‘owner and NBC president Nathaniel 
"Tac" Padilla. 

Iran's national team ruled the 
eight-team tournament, followed by 
Thailand's Hi-Tech BalleubIndia's 
national squad and the China 
Chuazhong University. 

‘The Spring-NBC team was also 
supported by Ozamiz Ску Mayor 
Reynaldo Parojinog, ligan City May- 
or Lawrence Cruz, Iloilo City Mayor 


Jerry Trenas, Tagaytay City Mayor 
Bambol Tolentino, Firefly Lightings 
and Toyota-loilo. 

теков: 

SPRINGNEC 105—Oiguera 19, Каан 
12. Guero 12, Ras 10, Matari 10, Capo- 
‘bres 10, Cavan 10, Senierez 8, Rodriguez 6, 
amt 5. Matas 4 

THAILAND 81—0ейр 14, Terawut 13, Раг 
19, Navan 13, pom 8, Buna 8, Саша 
4 Pk d. 

боле: 3927, 6642, 0457, 10681 


Filipino youth shuttlers blank Jordan, Cambodia 


ments without giving up a set. The RP shuttlors first shut out 
Jordan, 5-0, last Sunday anchored on Kevin Tim Алу 21-0, 
21-9 rout of Mustafa A in boys’ singles. Riding the momen- 
um of that victory, the Flipnos proceeded to whitawash 
Cambodia Monday night as Ang once again started the 

тол witha 21-7, 21-12 win over L. Chandisey. 


Puno's reaction, did not say if libel 
charges were being readied. 

‘Anyway, this bogus Pinoy next found 
itfitto scratch the back of ABS-CBN with 
a condescending column of his the 
morning after. 

‘Well the harm had been done. 

Meanwhile, Pacquiao coolly explained 
his refusal to go blindly for the kill against 
Larios. 

Iit were a basketball game, the Pacman 
said, he had merely resorted to outside 
shots, instead of driving past a phalanx of 
deathly defenders. 

1t would have been foolhardy doing а 
layup and forcing himself in when, in fact, 
there was a better way to score and win. 

At leas, Pacquiao also managed to dis 
play a necessary unit in hisarsenal—proper 
pacing—by refusing to go for an early kill, 
les heran out of oxygen in the first half 

Manny Pacquiao had his cake and ate it 
100. Not bad fora fighter who did not rain 
sufficiently for the big bout. 

Unfortunately, not everybody could be 
happy with the incredible feat. 


SPORTSWATCH 


Makati derby stakes Р2М 
A PRIZE POT OF P2 MILLION PLUS A BRAND NEW FORD 
Escape are at stake in the “Salpukan Sa Taglugon” 5-cock 


derby which kicks off on Monday at the Makati Coliseum. 


Participants may field an entry during the 2-cock elimination 
rounds on July 10, 12, 15, 17 and 19 of the derby sponsored 
by B-Meg Derby Ace, said promoters Lito Orillaza, Rudy 


Salud and William Co of WT. Sports and Amusement Corp., 


‘A daily special prize of P100,000 wil be divided among par- 
ticipants with scores of two points in the elimination rounds. 
‘The 3-cock finals will be on July 22. The derby requires an 
entry fee of P10,000 and minimum bet of P5,500. For In- 
‘quires, сай 898-3545 or 895-5475. 


Smali breeders join SJC cockfest 
MORE THAN 80 SMALLTIME BREEDERS AND COCKERS 
are among the early registrants for the “Rambulan Sa San 
uan" 5-cock derby on July 17, 19, 21, 24, 26, and 29 at San 
Juan Coliseum. Main sponsor 
‘According to Ronnie Lacsina, one of the promoters, the der- 
by's P3.5-million tota! prize purse is guaranteed by the SJC 
management. At stake each day of the elimination rounds Is 
200,000. Tha semifinals and finais wil be held on July 26 
and 29. For reservation of cockhouses, call the SJC office at 
725-6563, 725-5369 or 0917-804 1691. 


Sagupaan Complexor 3000. 
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Bulls, Giants 
mainstays lead 
MVP race 


JUST BEFORE THE 
Mano-a-Mano clash 
between Filipino 
boxing icon Manny 
Pacquiao and Mexi- 
can Oscar Larios last 
Sunday, Manny ex- 
pressed hope that 
йе bout would 
bring joy to his 
‘countrymen ("Sana 
mapaligaya ko ang 
mga kababayan ko") 
and that neither he nor Larios would get 
badly hurt. 

‘Well, Manny got both wishes. His victory 
brought immense happiness to Filipinos 
and, except for a few cuts here and there, 
Larios remained healthy. Manny escaped 
practically unscathed. 

Indeed, the sporting event was a smash- 
ing success. 

From what I heard, the fight registered 
the highest TV rating ever in the history of 
local television and it was easy to see that 
the coverage was loaded with commercials. 

But inspite ofthese, I wonder if ABS-CBN 
was able to recoup its humongous expenses 
which ran to millions of dollars. 

Iam saying this because a friend who 
‘works for the giant TV network said they 
suffered immense losses in gate receipts. 

Because of the huge investment, no 
опе could fault ABS-CBN if they priced 
the tickets a bit too high for the ordinary 
Filipino: P47,520, P31,680 and P21,120 
for patron, ringside and lower box seats, 
respectively; P7,920 and 2,640 for Upper 
Box A and B seats, and P528 for general 
admission. All these prices are inclusive 
ofticketnet charges. 

Since the tickets were not selling as ex- 
pected, my friend said they had to pull- 
‘out millions worth of tickets—the equiv- 
alent of about 10,000 seats—a couple of 
days before the fight. These were all giv- 
еп away free, much to the delight of the 
recipients. 

Manny made it explicitly clear that he 
didn't want to fight in a half-empty coli- 
seum. 

No wonder he had asked Dyan 
Castillejo during a pre-fight interview if 
there was going to be a good attendance 
at the Araneta. He said he wasn't expect- 
ing the place to be bursting at the seams. 

Well, at least ABS-CBN made thou- 
sands of Pinoys happy by giving them а 
live viewing of the Pacquiao-Larios fight. 


IN HUDDLE 


CTA 


eso 


Beth Celi 


"The day after the conclusion of the PBA 
Philippine Cup bestofseven semifinal se- 
ries, head statistician Fidel Mangonon was 
ready with the updated list of candidates for 
the Most Valuable Player, Best Player of the 
Conference and Rookie of the Year contests. 

Justa week earlier, when there was abso- 
lutely no indication which two teams would 
make it to the finals, Fidel and 1 were dis- 
cussing the possibilities. 

1f Red Bull and Purefoods failed to gain 
the Finals, for example, one of the possibili- 
ties was thar the top 5 candidates would not 
be coming from a championship contender. 

According to Fidel, the statistical points 
collected by the San Miguel Beermen and 
the Alaska Aces after the semis (which will 
be the basis for the selection for the MVP) 
might not be enough to elevate any of them 
to the top 5, which was then occupied by 
James Yap, Enrico Villanueva, Kerby Ray- 
mundo, Mark Caguioa and Lordy Tugade, 
inthat order 

But that didnt happen. Purefoods man- 
aged to pull off three straight victories over 
Alaska, while Red Bull overcame the trauma 
fa near-walkout to prevail over San Miguel. 

Just as Fidel had predicted, the top 5 
MVP slots were dominated by Purefoods 
and Red Bull cagers. Purefoods’ Yap kept 
the No. 1 spot (1876 statistical points), 
followed by teammate Raymundo 
(1843), Red Bull's Villanueva (1831) and 
Tugade (1644) and Purefoods’ Mare Pin- 
gris (1606). 

This early, the three leading con- 
tenders are tipped to hotly dispute the 
coveted plum. The winners of the MVP 
and Rookie of the Year awards will be an- 
nounced in Game 4, while the Best Player 
of the Conference (contested by Lary 
Fonacier with 1406 statistical points, 
Paolo Bugia with 997, Leo Najorda with 
936, Mike Holper with 900 and Niño 
Canaleta with 850) will be declared in 
Game 3. Voting starts this week. 

In the BPG race, SMB's Danny Seigle 
leads with 1931, followed by Alaska's Nic 
Belasco (1838), Yap (1797), SMB's Dori- 
an Peña (1770) and Pingris (1682). 
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Keepers inay hold World Cup key 


ITALY goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon stops a ball during a training session before 
Tuesday's World Cup 2006 semifinal soccer match against Germany. 


» 


f BOCHUM,  GERMANY— 
The guys who keep the ball 
out of the net after all else 
breaks down could decide 
this World Cup. If so, Italy 
might have the edge with 
Gianluigi Buffon. 

‘The Italians have allowed just one goal in 
five games, and that an own-goal. Not that 
‘opponents haven't had chances. 

But Buffon, at his third World Cup, has 
been either solid or spectacular. His play 
against the Czech Republic in the opening 
round and Ukraine in the quarterfinals was 
reminiscent of some of Ttaly’s greatest goal- 
keepers, from Enrico Albertosi in 1970 to 
Dino Zoffin 1982. 

“Te seemed like the Czechs didn't have 


much respect for me, otherwise they 
wouldn't have tried to beat me so many 
times,” Buffon said with a laugh after mak- 
ing eight saves. 

Ukraine striker Andriy Shevchenko 
called Buffon “the greatest goalkeeper in 
the world” after some superb stops in the 
quarterfinals. 

Buffor's performances have come de- 
spite the distraction of his name prominent- 
ly mentioned in a match-fixing scandal in 
Italy that also has focused on illegal betting. 

“This was a much more complicated 
training camp than in past World Cups or 
European Championships," Buffon said. 

‘Yet he's been the dominant keeper in the 
tournament. Germanys Jens Lehmann, 
Portugal Ricardo Pereira and France's Fa- 
bien Barthez have had their mo- 
ments particularly Lehmann and Ricardo 
in penalty-kick shootouts—but Buffon has 


GREAT DEALS OF QUALITY уге 


been the biggest standout at the toughest. 
position in soccer. 

“You need to sweat through seven shirts 
to beat Italy" he said, turning the compli- 
ments to his defense and midfield. 

‘The Germans get the next shot—they 
hope more than one—at Buffon on Tuesday 
night in Dortmund. The winner moves on 
to Sunday's final in Berlin, 

Lehmann isn't standing behind an expe- 
rienced defense the way Buffon and 
Barthez are. Indeed, the back line was con- 
sidered а weakness for Germany heading 
into the toumament. 

Tt has improved throughout the World 
Cup, though, and Lehmann has anchored it 
with several brilliant saves. 

Lehmann has rewarded coach Juergen 
Klinsmann, who was criticized for selecting 
him as the No. 1 over 2002 hero Oliver 
Kahn. AP 


Pate HEAD 


Sy, Peña lead Pinoy AF3 hopes 


TIMES HAVE REALLY CHANGED IN 
the Asian Formula Three Se- 
ries—and fast. 

‘That's according to veteran driv- 
er Pepon Marave, the only Filipino 
so far to have won the AF3 crown 
since the series hit the international 
racing scene five years ago. 

‘And barring any drastic changes 
in the race for this years driver's 
championship, another local-born 
speedster could soon raise the 
Philippine flag anew in triumph. 

“These young guys are really, re- 
ally very good," Marave said in yes- 
terday’s PSA Forum at the Pantalan 
restaurant in Manila, referring to 
young racing stars Tyson Sy and Da- 
do Peña. "I was really surprised. 1 
thought I was already doing well. 


But these two guys, 
they're just exceptional- 
ly fast.” 

‘The two teenage stars 
are showing the way 
five rounds into this 
year's race that returns 
to the Zhuhai Interna- 
tional Circuit in Guang- 
dong province, China, 
next week for rounds six 
to nine. 

Sy, of Speedtech Asia, is on top of 
the heap in the battle for the driver's 
championship with 87 points while 
Peña, lead driver of Team Goddard, 
is tied for third with newcomer Ali 
Jackson of Ireland’s Aran Racing 
with 52 points. 

The three, along with lady. 


РЕМА: Really fast. 


driver Gabby dela 
Merced of Speedtech 
Asia, Team Goddard 
principal Mark God- 
dard of Britain and 
AF3 Corp. chair Ed Pe- 
fia, showed up in the 
public sports program 
sponsored by Pagcor 
and Manila Mayor 
Lito Atienza 

Marave marveled at 
how Pefia, who will turn 19 this Sat- 
urday, and Sy, 18, have become a 
force to reckon with in the series in 
so short a time, having joined the 
Series just two years ago. 

Marave also has high regards for 
the Dela Merced, 23, who's running 
in the circuit for the very first time. 


Metro Milo leg kicks off July 16 


RUNNERS FROM THE METROPOLIS. 
and nearby provinces compete for 
berths in che grand finals of the coun- 
туз biggest foot race when the Metro 
Manila qualifying leg of the 30th Na- 
tional Milo Marathon kicks off on July, 
16 in Manila. 

Of the 29 qualifying races this year, 
the Мето Manila leg is the only full- 
marathon (42K) and uses the same 
route as that ofthe Milo Marathon finals 
on Dec. 10. 


The Manila leg, however, offers a big- 
ger purse—P30,000 to the winners in 
the men’s and women's divisions—than 
the other elimination races, which are 
disputed in the 21K distance. 

A prize pot of P500,000 is at stake in 
the Metro Manila race, according to Mi- 
1o Events sports executive Pat Goc Ong- 

While the provincial elimination legs 
offer only three berths each in the na- 
tional finals for both divisions, those 
who finish within the qualifying time of 


four hours for men and four and half 
hours for women will qualify to the De- 
cember race. 

A field of more than 15,000 runners 
are expected to join the Manila elimina- 
tions to be held in parmership with 
Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, Adidas, Ce- 
bu Pacific, Deparment of Tourism and 
Powerbar. Supporting the run is the 
Metro Manila Development Authority 
and the cities of Manila, Pasay 
Parañaque, Makati, and Taguig. 


This hook 
will KNOCK YOU out 


си 


Join the country's boxing Icon as he punches his way to glory inthis behind-the-scenes look 
at the Pacquiao phenomenon. Watch Manny Pacquiao as he makes that leap of faith 
and rises to the heights of sporting immortality. Witness the tials and trlumphs. Ripped from headlines 
of the country’s most widely-read newspaper, here is а story that can be told only by the country's 
most respected sportswriter, Recah Trinidad. Pacqulao by Trinidad. The best by the best. 


Pacific Storm: Dispatches on Pacquiao of the Philippines 
гү By Recah Trinidad ах! 
Now available at National Book Store and PowerBooks 
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TRUCKS, PASSENGER VANS & SUVS 
вт AT July.3,10/18 2006 
BIG PRICE WU Essie suris 6:00am 10500 nm. 
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isuzu ELFACARGOY(GISS Type) 
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ISUZU ELF REFRIGERATED VAN 
[2 
Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax no.: (047) 252-5328 
GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave., Santolan, Pasig City 
4 646-7739 Fax no.: 68-1378 
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FIFA WORLD CUP SEMIFINALS 
SPORTSPLUS—9 a.m., Germany vs 


"tay (replay O9 pm.) 


RPN-9—5 a.m., Germany vs. ау 


Federer makes q'finals 


Battles last player to have beaten him on grass 


WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND—IT'S BEEN FOUR 
years and 45 matches since Roger Federer. 
lost ол grass. The man who inflicted that de- 
feat is back in Federer's path. 

Croatia's Mario Ancic will face the three-time 
defending Wimbledon champion in Wednesdays 
quarterfinals at the All England Club. 

~ "Its great to have a chance again on such a big 
stage to play against Roger,” said Ancic. 

_ He was a mere qualifier when he beat Federer 
їй straight sets in the first round of the 2002 
championships. 

Since then, the Swiss star has won seven 
Grand Slam titles and put himself in line to be- 
come one of the best players of all time. 

Federer is three wins away from becoming the 
sécond player in the Open era to win four 


‘Annika finally 


NEWPORT, RHODE ISLANO—ANNIKA SOREN- 
stam kept trying to convince herself the US Wom- 
еп Open was just another tournament, despite 
reminders at every turn of how much it meant and 
how long it had been since she won. Tiger Woods 
kept caling her through the weekend to cheer her 
оп. Every shot demanded зо much thought. Then 
‘came the 18-hole playoff on Monday against Pat 
Hurst, which tumed out to be the easiest task 
Sorenstam faced at Newport Country Club. By 


Hincapie Tour 


ESCH-SUR-ALZETTE, LUXEMBOURG— 

` George Hincapie was Tour de France king for 
only a day, losing the overall lead and the yellow 
jersey that goes with it to accident-prone Thor 

+ Hushovd on a sweltering day. But there were no 
regrets. After seven years of watching his for- 
mer boss, Lance Armstrong, wear yellow day- 
in, day-out, the genial American now hungry for 
his own glory was thrilled to have had the 
chance to savor the famed shirt for himself, it 


straight Wimbledon titles, joining Bjom Borg 
(five straight from 1976-80) and Pete Sampras 
(4997-2000). 

Federer beat Czech Tomas Berdych, 6-3, 63, 
6-4, in the fourth round on Monday, and relished 
the chance to meet Ancic just three weeks after 
beating the Croat in three sets in the French 
Open quarterfinals. Since that 2002 Wimbledon 
oss, Federer is 3-0 against Ancic. 

The 6.50065 (196-meter) Ancic, who served 
31 acesin his 6-4, 46, 46, 7-5, 63 win over Ser- 
маз Novak Djokovic, was often compared with 
countryman Goran Ivanisevic, who won Wim- 
bledon аз a wild card in 2001. Ancic reached the 
semis here in 2004. 

Federer vs Ancicis the standout men’s quarter- 
final, with the winner to face either Sweden's 


wins US Open 


seizing control from the start, Sorenstam built a 
big lead early and made short work of Hurst, cios- 
ing with a 1-under 70 for a four-shot victory and 
her third Open ttle. No doubt, this was the sweet- 
est. "з been 10 years. Is been 10 long years,” 
‘Sorenstam said. "But 'm very grateful and thank- 
ful" After four months without a victory, all it took 
was one week at historic Newport for Sorenstam 
to deliver a defiant answer about the state of her 
‘game and that so-called slump. АР 


king for a day | 


only for 24 hours. "A really special feeling, 
‘something I've always wanted to do,” the veter- 
an riding his 11th Tour said after slipping back 
from first to fourth in the overall standings on 
Monday's stage two, the second longest of this 
first post-Armstrong Tour. So far, Hincapie and 
Hushovd have monopolized the bright "maillot 
jaune." Hushovd, a Norwegian sprinter, won it 
first, beating Hincapie by a split second in the 
short opening time trial on Saturday. АР 


Jonas Bjorkman or the Czech Republics Radek 
Stepanek. In the bottom half, the matchups are: 
2002 champion Leyton Hewitt vs Australian. 
‘Open runner-up Marcos Baghdatis of Cyprus, 
and French Open champ Rafael Nadal vs Fin- 
land's Jarkko Nieminen. 

‘Stepanek, Baghdatis, Nadal and Nieminen 
have reached the final eight at Wimbledon for 
the first time. 

The women’s quarters were set for Tuesday. In 
the top half it’s top-seeded Amelie Mauresmo vs 
Anastasia Myskina, and 2004 champion Maria 
Sharapova vs Elena Dementieva. In the bottom. 
half, its third-seeded Justine Henin-Hardenne vs 
French qualifier Severine Bremond, and No. 2 
Kim Clijsters vs Li Na, the first Chinese player to 
getthis far at a Grand Slam. 


DETROIT—FREE-AGENT CENTER BEN 
Wallace is leaving the Detroit Pistons to 
sign with the Chicago Bulls, a source 
within the NBA said on Monday. 

The person, who spoke to The Asso- 
ciated Press on condition of anonymi- 
ty because NBA free agents can't offi- 
cially sign contracts until July 12, said 
the Pistons offered Wallace a four-year 
contract worth about $50 million. 
‘That would have made him the high- 
est-paid player on the team next sea- 
son witha salary of $11.5 million. 

Wallace told The Detroit News he 
will sign a four-year deal with the 
Bulls. 

“I appreciate everything Detroit 
did for me and my family,” he told the. 


newspaper on Monday. “They gave first team to do so since the Bulls of 
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WALLACE: NolongeraPiston лғ 


AP LLEYTON Hewitt next faces Marcos Baghdatis, 


‘Big Ben’ joins Chicago 


Top shuttlers 
start JVC bids 


‘TOP SEED LLOYD ESCOSES BATTLES 
‘Owen Lopez as the country's premier 
players step up their bid in the quar- 
terfinals of the P1 million JVC Open 
badminton Championships at the Glo- 
rietta Activity Center in Makati City. 

Escoses plays in the first of four 
matches in the elite masters category 
at 1 p.m, Butuan Badminton Clubs 
lan Piencenaves, the 2003 champion, 
takes on Rodel Bartolome of Air 
Force/PLDT; Jaime Junio, also of the 
Air Force, clashes with Christopher 
Flores, and second seed Arolas 
Amahit of Army mixes it up with Bat- 
tiedore's Melvin Llanes. 

The chase for the top P35,000 


me an opportunity to make a name 

for myself and we had an opportunity 

towin a championship together.” 
Wallace helped Detroit advance to 


the early 19905. 

Joe Dumars, the Pistons president 
of basketball operations, said late last 
‘week that his top priority was to re- 


purse in the ladies side also heats ир 
with Irene Chiu of RTC Badminton 
playing Julie Milador of Whackers 
and Alma Ledesma of Golden Shuttle 


four straight conference finals—the 


BUY YOUR DREAM CAR WITH FORD FREEDOM NOTES. 


Visit any Ford showroom this July and instantly get Ford Freedom Notes. Use them to get special offers and 
not-to-be-missed deals. Here are just a few: 


Focus 
Expedition P 
Chateau Wagon | P 
Explorer ОР 
Everest 
Escape 7р 


ı As low as P759,000 


75k offt_ 
75k off! 
75k off! 


999k on the 2.3L AT variant 


IA 


ТР 999k on the 4x2 MT variant “=й 


Celebrate Ford Freedont Fest at any Ford Showroom. Get your Ford Freedom Notes and buy your freedom today. 
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АР battling UST's Rose dela Cruz. 
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Gozon on ‘Lukayo’ suspension: 
We didn't violate decency laws 


Dia 


reinvented, 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


TURNING WHOLESOME TAKES A LOT OF GET- 
ting used to, according to Seiko sexy star Diana 
Zubiri. 

"The transformation of Diana, Rosemarie Joy 
Garcia in real life, started with the GMA 7 fan- 
taserye “Encantadia” and continues in her new 
projects, Jose Javier Reyes Seiko drama-comedy 
^| Wanna Be Happy" and two afternoon Kapuso 
shows, the teleserye "Now and Forever: Linlang" 
and the realispinspired program ‘Ang Pagbaba- 
go.” 

For the first time, the star of such R-rated films 

as "dog," “Bakat” and “Liberated” is not shed- 
ding her clothes. 

“I was glad that I didn’t have to buy anything 
that showed my cleavage," she told Inquirer En- 
tertainment, referring to her wardrobe in “1 Wan- 
ma Be Happy" 

And she didn't have to go on a diet. "I could 
take it easy and eat whatever I wanted. In fact, I 
always brought snacks to the set.” 

But is local show biz ready for a straitlaced Di- 
ama? 

‘The actress recalled how she had tumed crim- 
son after seeing the шта sultry coffee-table book 
of Alfred Vargas—her “I Wanna Be Happy" co- 
star, “Pagbabago” co-host and rumored on-off 
boyfriend. 

“Twas shocked, especially by those photos that 
were too revealing,” she said. "Actually he sought 
my opinion, told him they were artistic naman.” 


Sizzling pictorials 

Diana is no stranger to sizzling pictorials, of 
course. 

She first drew controversy after stopping traf- 
fic on the Edsa-Shaw Boulevard flyover by posing 
in a two-piece swimsuit for a glossy men’s maga- 
zine. She has come a long way since, and has 
been featured in the Indonesian, Singaporean, 
Thai and US editions of the same mag. 

According to man- 
ager Jojo Gabinete, Di- 
ana has become a fre- 
‘quent visitor to Indone- 
sia, where she graces 
shows for cellphone gi- 
ant Nokia. Her first In- 
donesia visit coincided 
with the promo cam- 
paign for her erotic 
videoke CD “DeZire,” 
under Sony-BMG. 

“| heard its been 
sold-out there,” Diana 
said. 

Her international The county's leasing 
pictorals are much “Goma ond 
tamer, she pointed out. uta mus 
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GMA 7 MAY PROTEST THE TWO-WEEK SUS- 
pension by the Movie and Television Review 
and Classification Board of the program “I- 
Witness." 

"Tbe suspension was brought about by the air- 
ing of a documentary titled "Lukayo: Hindi Ito 
Bastos,” about а traditional fertility dance sil per- 
formed in a farming community in Laguna. А 
small group of women farmers tums up at wed- 
dings, singing and dancing and wearing wooden 

phalluses tied around their waists. 

The MTRCB said the suspension was to take 
place immediately The Board's directive was dat- 
ed June 22 and received by the TV station on June 


ON SEPTE! 


28. This makes July 3 and 10 the effective suspen’ 
sion dates. But the station may seek a temporary. 
restraining order or a motion for reconsideratio 

Lawyer Felipe L. Gozon—network chair, presi 
dent and CEO—speaking yesteday before print 
media representatives, said, "In the first place, 
there's a legal question there. We do not agree 
that the MTRCB decision is immediately executo- 
ту. Tm a lawyer [As far as 1 know], they do not 
have that special power, except in extraordinary 
cases. We have to clarify this legal [kink] by fing 
a motion for reconsideration.” 
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FOUR PLANES WERE HIJACKED. 
THREE OF THEM REACHED ЧИНЕ TARGET. 
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From the Acclaimed Director 
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and ‘BLOODY SUNDAY” 
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Producer airs 
disqualified 
entry's woes 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


“LAROMBATA PRODUCER CHITS JIMENEZ 
told Inguner Entertainment that problems with 
animators caused her groups failure to submit a 
copy of the film to the 
2nd Cinemalaya Inde- 
pendent Film Festival 
in time for the May 30 
deadline, 

The move has 
been dropped from 
the roster of the festi- 
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val, set July 17 to 23. 
"We had problems 


Erud with animators at the. 
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very start of the pro- 
ject,” said Jimenez 
"We were delayed for. 
weeks because of 
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that, We can produce 
a copy ofthe film, but. 
we don't want to sub- 
mit anything below 
our own standards." 
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"Larombata" a 
fully animated film 
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by Khavn dela Cruz, 
was one of the nine 
finalists in the full- 
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length feature cate- 
gory. But on July 1, 
festival monitoring 


For ticket inquiries, please call TickeeNet at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com.ph 
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MANHATIAN TRANSFER CONCERT | UAAP OPENING CEREMONIES & GAMES 


July 8, Saturday 1pm 


group chair Robbie 
Ten announced its 
disqualification. 
Tan earlier said 
the organizational 
committee — would 
meet today to deter- 
mine what to do with 
the portion of the 
P500,000 seed grant 
that Cinemalaya had 
already given Dela 
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Cruz. 

"Larombata" is the 
fantastic story of Ku- 
las, a boy who runs 
away from home and 
ends up in the king- 
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“IT’S BEYOND SUPER. 
IT'S SUPERB!” 


"'Superman' Soars. 
Its imagery is 
breathtakin 


TIME 


“The most amazing 
film of the year.” 


“This is the 
movie 
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peals to the 
‘child in all of us.” 
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dom of lost toys, the 
world of Larombata. 
Kulas must save 
_Larombata by rescu- 
ing the diwata of the 
Kingdom from the 
clutches of the evil 
aswang. 

In an e-mail to IN- 
Qui Entertain- 
ment on Saturday 
Dela Cruz said 
"Larombata" was in- 
spired by former 
child wonder Niño 
Muhlach's movies in 
the 2705. Muhlach 
was to lend his voice. 
to lead character Ku- 
las. 


First out 

Earlier, the festi- 
vals organizational 
committee — barred 
Jon Lazam’s “М а 
Anino sa Apuhap" 
from competing, for 
failure to complete 
the necessary ге 
quirements. 

“I understand Cin- 
emalaya's situation,” 
Jimenez said, “As an 
events organizer my- 
self, I know that ev- 
erything should be 
ready at least two 
weeks prior,” 
Jimenez said. "Thats 
why we didn't con- 
test [the decision]." 

According о 
Jimenez, the first an- 
imation company 
hired by her group 
suddenly closed 
down. “It took weeks 
to find another,” she 
said, “[and] we dis- 
agreed over how the 
animation should be 
done.” 

Jimenez said she 
was currently coordi- 
nating with a group 
of Cebubased ani- 
mators. "|f Cine- 
malaya would let us, 
we still want to go 
ahead with the film 
and exhibit it in the 
near future,” she 
said. “Sayang na- 
тап, This is a really 
good material." 

Dela Cruz, who is 
arriving from Rome 
on July 25, said his 
group needed at 
least three more 
weeks to complete 
the animation "to 
meet our aesthetic 
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brilliant concept in exploitative 
jy terainmenr slasher fick com- 

bined with professional wrestling. 
The 7-foot-tall, 300-pound wrestler 
Kane is cast as Jacob Goodnight, 
Henchman from Ней. 

Felix Vasquez Jt. of Film Threat 
complains: А ridiculously messy Z- 
grade film... with no rhyme or rea- 
son. 

VA. Musetto of the New York 
Post rants: "IKane] has all the act- 
ing skills ofa fire hydrant.” 


Lovewrecked 

Stars Amanda Bynes, Chris 
Carmack, Jonathan Bennett, 
Jamie-Lynn DiScala 

Directed by Randal Kleiser 

Think “Swept Away" for teens. 
Nickelodeon princess Bynes plays а 
fan who gets stranded on a desert- 
ed beach with her rock star-idol 
(Carmack)... actually, they are just. 
‘on the opposite side of a tropical is- 
land-resort. 


SPL: Kill the Bent 
Wolf 


Stars Sammo Hung, Donnie 
Yen, Simon Yam 


United 93 


Stars Lewis Alsamari, 
Johnson, Trish Gates, Daniel 
Sauli 

Directed by Paul Greengrass 

Acclaimed at the Cannes and 
Tribeca film festivals, this true-life 
account centers on the fourth hi- 
jacked plane in the Sept. 11 terror- 
ist attacks. Interviews and anec- 
dotes from the victims relatives are 
pieced together, showing that the 
planes passengers fought back. 

Sean Bums of the Philadelphia 
Weekly hails it as “a landmark... 
heroes presented as regular folks. 
‘The movie is as raw as an exposed 
neve.” 

David Denby of The New Yorker 
congratulates the director for using 
“real fight attendants, air con- 
trollers and pilots [mixing] them 
with unknown actors... 106 tightly 
"wrapped, minutely drawn and, no 
matter how fiightening, superbly 
precise.” 


See No Evil 
Stars Kane, Christine Vidal, 
Michael J. Pagan, Tiffany Lamb: 
Directed by Gregory Dark 
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Directed by Wilson Yip 

‘An official selection at the 2005 
‘Toronto Intemational Film Festival, 
this high-concept action flick takes 
place in a “somewhat-comedic, hy- 
per-realistic version fof Hong Kong] 
brooding and awash with menace.” 
Noble yet shadowy cops (led by 
Yam) are terrorized by a sadistic 
gangster (Hung). 

lee Аюп of associatedcon- 


tentcom is glad that ‘the film 
“doesn't shy away from all things 
that have traditionally made HK an 
excellent source of frenetic action 
nutrient 

Mark Pollard of kungfucine- 
ma.com raves over “gritty martial 
arts action that pits some of the 
genre's finest screen fighters.” 

‘Twitchfilm.net concurs: "Intense 


and powerful.” 
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y simply токі the questions about our superhero with their corresponding unser: 


‘What is the name of Superman s home planet? 
What is Superman's birth nome? 

Whot gives Superman his powers? 

What con take away Superman's powers? 

What material blocks Superman's x-ray vision? 
What is the nome of Superman's secret identity? 
Where does Clork Kent work? 

Who is Superman’s love interest? 


M. Clork Kent 

А, Daily Planet 
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S. Krypton 

E Green Kryptonite 
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"For instance, in In- 
donesia—a conserva- 
tive [and predomi- 
nantly Muslim] coun- 
try—my pictures are 
retouched.” 

Asked about the 
supposed "love trian- 
gie” linking her, Alfred 
and teen star LJ Reyes, 
she said: "Its not like I 
can tell Alfred what to 
do. We make our own 
decisions.” 


Third sexiest 

Doesnt it bother her 
that he is allegedly 
pursuing a much 
younger giri? 

“Tm also young" 
she quipped. 

Her manager point- 
ed out that Diana was 
No. 3 in a men's maga- 
zine poll on the 100 
sexiest Pinays, and that 
her supposed rival is 
nowhere near the Top 
10, 

That made Diana 
chuckle. But she said, 
“I dont want to be 
compared to her” 


Gozon 
on... 


From page A2-1 


He insisted: "The 
suspension of '-Wit- 
ness’ is not warranted. 
We do not agree that 
we aired something 
that violated laws on 
decency, or something 
that might be consid- 
егей immoral. We be- 
lieved we were educat- 
ing [viewers] by broad- 
casting something that 
is part of (Laguna’s} 
cultural history.” m 
"Lukayo" was not 
"not blatantly and 
patently sexual in ori- 
entation,” Gozon 
added. As such, he 
said, it couldnt have 
mm against anti- 
pomography laws, 
“which seek out mate- 
rial that merely arouses 
prurient interests," 
Earlier in a phone 
interview with Inquirer 


guardia 

that, during an adujica- 
tion meeting on June 
6, one nerwork oficer 
“admitted that she was 
initially offended by 
what she saw... [and 
only) appreciated the 
documentary when the 
[cultural aspect] was 
explained to her” 


Who, me? 

Laguardia identified 
the GMA 7 official as 
‘Nessa Valdellon, VP for 
Public Affairs and "I- 
Witness” program 
manager The censors 
chief said Valdellon's 
"admission" was proof 
that the "program һай 
‘objectionable con- 
теш... unfortunately 
not all viewers could 
have the tradition ex- 
plained to them.” 

Valdellon sent In- 
quirer a text message 
on Sunday denying 
that. "As program man- 
ager ... 1 would never 
haveallowed the docu- 
mentary to air if 1 had 
doubts about its con- 
tent" she said. “Iwas in 
full "support of docu- 
menting ‘Lukayo! from 
the beginning ... up to 
the final previe 

As for the GMA 7 
crew not being allowed 
to cover the Manny- 
Paquiao-Oscar Larios 
boxing match—spon- 
sored by rival network 
ABS-CBN—at. the 
Araneta Coliseum on 
Sunday Gozon told the 
mewsmen's gathering 
оп Monday: "We cant 
do anything... [ABS- 
CBN] organized and 
promoted that. К 
‘would have been im- 
proper to insist.” 
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Know... 


Jeffrey Jeturian’s “Kubrador (The Bet Collector)" got a rave review from the Intemational Fed- 
eration of Film Critics (Fipresci) and won the Intemational Critics Prize, Inquirer Entertainment 
leamed on Sunday. 

“Kubrador” won by a unanimous vote, according to Josabeth ой" Alonso of MLR Films, which. 
produced the movie, Alonso, Jeturian and "Kübrador" lead actress Gina Рагећо are in Russia for 
this year’s Moscow International Film Festival. 

"The jury members were Daira Abolina of Latvia; Sheila Johnston, UK; Claire Clouzot, France; 
Larisa Malyukova, Russia; and Charles Stephane Roy Canada. Marinel R. Cruz 


7С ае ега „а Boots Anson-Roa 
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Moto Carlos Fajardo’ Eusebio deCustro Perez 


j 
ý 


REGAL ENTERTAINMENT, INC. 
NO and REGAL MULTIMEDIA, INC. <- 


Catch tho stars of White Lady at the following malis: 


JULY 2, SM SAN LAZARO, 4PM * JULY 7, ROBINSONS METROEAST, 4PM 
JULY 8, ROBINSONS GALLERIA, 4PM * JULY 9, SM SOUTHMALL, 4PM 


MTRCB 


Затону for ADULTS 
No ono below 19 уга. may be admitted. 
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AYALA CENTER. 


NOW SHOWING: ROBINSONS ERMITA + ROBINSONS GALLERIA 
ROBINSONS METRO EAST. ROBINSONS FAIRVIEW + ROBINSONS IMUS 
ROBINSONS DASMARINAS + GLORIETTA 4 + GLORIETTA 1 + ROCKWELL 
MARKET MARKET + GATEWAY + ALI MALL + SHANGRI-LA + EASTWOOD 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER - FESTIVAL MALL + METROPOLIS + 
SUPERCINERAMA MASAGANA * WALTERMART * STARMALL * BLUEWAVE + 
ROBINSONS PAMPANGA * ROBINSONS ANGELES • JADE ANGELES + AYALA 
CEBU + E-MALL CEBU + ORIENTE CEBU * CINEFLEX CEBU:* GAISANO 
STARSCENE DAVAO PLAZA VICTORIA DAVAO * GAISANO SOUTH DAVAO 
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At the Activity Center 


GLORIETTA TOWN 


UNITED 93 


2006 JVC Open Badminton Championship, 


Blim's Fine Furniture Exhibit 


July 2 to 9, 2006 Yuly 3 to 21, 2006 
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BUY YOUR TICKETS 
IN ADVANCE NOW! 


‘Visit our cinema ticketbooths at 


GLORIETTA 4 
GREENBELT 3 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER 
MARKET! MARKET! 
AYALA CENTER CEBU 


UNITED 93 


Or lóg onto 
wWww.surescats.com 
for web reservation. 
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Mom's Radio Seminar for Moms 


Gary V Live in concert! 


July 5 to 6. 2006 July 8, 2006 


GB 3 Рип Dining presents. 
Hilarious Hour feat. Al Manalo 
ly 6, 2006 


SS АЕ А Таалага Е 
JAZZ AND MORE feat. Mon David w/ Bituin Escalante 


stades 


For inquirles, pls. сай Ticketworld - 8915610 or 4260103 
залаа 


July 8, 2006 


‘Ode To The Pasig River 
June 27 to August 27, 2006 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc, 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 


MUSEUM 


inn 
Kung Maalala Mo 
жөө 


‘it Never Leave You. 
Goodbye s Not Forever. 
Bakit Ba iniibig Ka 
Markett Market! 
Activity Center 
June 1. Sunday 4pm. 


Metrovelnt Wall 

ал Activity Center. 

June 25 Sunday 4pm. 
Pavilion Mali 

Bridgeway Activity Center 
July 16, Sunday 4pm 
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291 more cities and municipalities 
will be able to enjoy Sun Cellular's 
best value services. 


We've been investing P11 billion every year for more cell 
sites with even more capacity per cell site. As a result, our 
network capacity will increase to 6 million subscribers by 
year-end from 4 million subscribers now. Our extended 
Coverage meets the increasing public demand for better 
value services. So whether it's business partners or loved 
ones, we provide you with 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, 24/7 
Text Unlimited and Daylite.Call & Text Unlimited so you 
always stay in touch. 


With more network capacity, we can now double our 
subscribers in Metro Manila, Visayas, Mindanao, Northern 
and Southern Luzon to give you much better services. 


Make that switch now! 
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Better network, better value. 
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OWN A PIECE OF THE LAST WOODED 
"AREA INSIDE BAGUIO CITY 


LOTS ONLY is P6,214.21 Month 


Y Er 
4139169 72:32 
(0818) 562-2681 (0917) 852-4809. 
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Citibank, Citisec 
| fight over ‘citi’ 
г trademark rights 


Citigroup also wanted the two 
firms to be liable for damages. 

However, CitisecOnline has 
defended its trademark, arguing 
that it has received the go-ahead 
of the Securities and Exchange 
‘Commission (SEC) for the use of 
such corporate name. 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


WITH A MAIDEN STOCK OF- 
scheduled this month, 
online stockbroker CitisecOn- 
line.com is suddenly embroiled 
in a trademark infringement 
case lodged by American finan- 


the 


cial giant In 
d (MER, case of Ci 
inc. and its t ] ван, 
ag CIUgroup] vue 
sidiary, е name for 
Citibank N.A. 20 years, while CitisecOnline has 


been in the business for six years. 
It added that there were more 
than 350 companies registered 
with the SEC bearing corporate 
names beginning with “citi.” 
CitisecOnline corporate sec- 
retary Caesar Guerzon said in а 


Citigroup filed last Friday a 
complaint with the Makati Re- 
gional Trial Court claiming that 
the use of the names bearing 
"citi" by CitisecOnline and Citise- 
curities Inc. constituted a breach 
of trademark rights over its regis. 


а "Cid" disclosu 
ME © CrsrcoNUNE du 
which in- E Philippine 


Stock Exchange (PSE) yesterday 
that "Citisec," "CitisecOnline" or 
"Citisecurities" were not decep- 
tively similar to the Citigroup's 

registered trademarks. 
CitisecOnline and Citisecuri- 
ties are separate: companies. 
CitisecOnline has a broker’ li- 
CITIBANW/B3 


cluded, among others, " 


phone” and“ 

Citigroup has urged the 
court to require CitisecOnline 
and Citisecurities to stop using 
their names or any other trade 


Notes high perception of bad 
governance at national level 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


AFTER THE REMARKABLE FISCAL TURNAROUND THAT EARNED 
back global investor confidence, 


the Philippines’ immediate and 


biggest hurdle would be to address the chronic problem of corrup- 
tion, the World Bank said yesterday. 


In an interview, World Bank country direc- 
tor Joachim von Amsberg said the the nation- 
al government has successfully achieved the 
task of front-loading fiscal adjustments equiv- 
alent to more than 3 percent of gross domes- 
tic product over the last two years—similar to 
the progress made by countries like Brazil and 
Turkey. 

“This has changed the perception by the 
market and has made the Philippines more re- 


silient to the kind of market turbulence like 
what we're seeing now," Amsberg said. 

But as the country, earlier tagged by many 
as the sick man of Asia, has sprung back on 
the fiscal front, the challenge is to improve 
the quality of public expenditure and bring 
more social services to the people. 

“If you think about fiscal quality and quan- 
tity, you'd think ofa patient who's coming toa 

warn 


Peso hits 5-week high of 52.66:$1 


THE PESO YESTERDAY RALLIED FOR THE 
fourth straight day to close at a five-week high 
of 52.66 against the dollar, boosted by bullish 
currency and stock markets across the region as 
well as inflows from overseas Filipino workers. 
The local currency opened at the intra-day 
low of 52.91 and hit an intra-day high of 52.64 
before closing at 52.66, its strongest finish 


day's closing of $2.98 to $1, moving alongside 
the sharp appreciation of the Thai baht and 
the Indonesian rupiah. 

The peso, battered over the last two 
months by a selldown on emerging market as- 
sets due to uncertainties in US interest rates, 
has recovered swiftly after the US Federal Re- 
serve hinted last week that it would pause its 


since ending at 52.59 on May 30 this year. monetary tightening soon. 
‘The peso gained 32 centavos from Mon- PESO/B2 
ar a aaron мете чачта 
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As of 5 pm, July 4, 2006. 4 
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Bea stock market reporton Page B3) 
Stocks surge 2.8% 
STOCKS ROSE SHARPLY YES- 
terday for the fourth consecutive. 
session as concerns over high 
interest rates continued to ebb. 
‘The peso's appreciation against the US 
dollar and gains on Wall Street overnight also ~ 
provided the impetus for a rally, traders sald. 
‘The benchmark Philippine Stock Exchange 
sTocks/ 83. 


Water is no longer an obstacle. With RoRo you can transport 
your cargo farther, fresher and faster anywhere in the Philippines. eae 
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PNOC gets P375M in dividends 
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MVP sharpens the saw 


ENGINEERING STUDENTS OF FAR EASTERN 
University who do their practicum at PLDT re- 
ceive an allowance of P300 a day from the tele- 
com company. 

This was one of the little-known nuggets 
obtained from PLDT chair Manuel V. Pangili- 
пап and key aides in a wide-ranging tall with 
the Inquirer Business staff last Friday. 

The tie-up with FEU not only fulfils РОТУ 
social development goals but also assures the 
telecom company of a steady supply of bright 
young talents, given the continuing exodus of 
Filipinos for better paying jobs abroad. 

Freed from the day-to-day tasks of running 
the telecom empire, Manuel V. Pangilinan 
now has more time to embark on strategic di- 
rection of the Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone/Smart combine. 

‘This includes, for instance, bringing in a Thai 
tycoon as graduation speaker of MVP's alma 
‘mater, Ateneo, to offer local students a regional 
and more competitive perspective which, we 
hope, would translate to an improved work eth- 
icwhen the students join not only PLDT but also 
the business and government sectors. 

То give them hands-on business experience 
as well as extra income, college students are 
extended preferential accommodation when- 
ever they apply for the highly successful 
“pasa-load” Smart/Piltel program. 

And, to cement its lock on the mass market, 
‘Smart began airing a new TV advertorial cam- 
paign Sunday during Manny Pacquiao's victo- 
rious fight, with Nyoy Volante singing "Uma- 
gang Kay Ganda" to propagate optimism in 
these toxic political times. 

MVP even surprised the jaded, apolitical 
journalists with his engage-the-system-if-you- 
‘want-to-change-it line. 

That is why, the PLDT chief said, Smart has 
chosen to sponsor the costly international bad- 
minton tournament to show the government 
that the basketball-crazy Filipinos can compete 
in sports where height is not a competitive ad- 
vantage and, on an institutional front, to give 
government insights on how the business sector 
can invite foreign talents to nurture young local 
players with minimal political interference. 

Speaking of politics, MVP himself had to re- 
cently engage in the messy business of putting 
down an internal rebellion that culminated in 
the departure of marketing wizard Anastacio 
R. Martirez, given the latter’ it's-me-or-Smart- 
president-Napoleon-Nazareno ultimatum. 

Still, despite the personal setback, Martirez 
bounced right back as president of an Indone- 
sian cellular phone company, aided by a hefty 
separation package from Smart, MVP sai 

MVP also agreed that the PLDT Makati head- 


CockrALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


quarters, together with the neighboring Locsin 
building, would make an ideal site for a luxury 
hotel, given the redevelopment of the Greenbelt 
complex and the cost of real estate in Makati. 

"What is deterring the conversion is the 
number of buried telecom cables in the PLDT 
building, and the cost—about P1.5 bil- 
lion—of relocating them. 

MVR incidentally, is turning 60 later this 
month, Unlike the May extravaganza held in 
Hong Kong to celebrate his parent company's 
(First Pacific) 25th anniversary, MVP said his 
personal milestone would be “а quiet one, 
solitary if possible." 

“Maybe I'd be the fourth Filipino to climb 
Mount Everest,” he quipped. 


Money-go-round 

* ALSONS Consolidated Resources has com- 
pleted its restructuring and, instead of a 
is now projecting a modest P142-million 
yearend profit for the parent company. 

* AFTER over a decade of litigation, Far 
East Bank/BPI has finally obtained Supreme 
Court clearance to auction the Escolta build- 
ing of collapsed sugar trader Noah's Ark. 

The victory came too late, though, since the 
building was one of the bad assets that Bank 
of Philippine Islands had already devolved in- 
toa special purpose vehicle. 

"HE OHIO-BASED chair/CEO of the In- 
ternational Association of Registered Finan- 
cial Consultants, Edwin P Morrow, and Insur- 
ance Commissioner Evangeline Escobillo will 
lead the speakers in an industry conference 
Friday at the Mandarin. 

Strangely, another industry group of life in- 
surance agents will also hold another whole- 
day conference, this time at the Fort, also on 
the same day. 


Heard through the grapevine 
^ FORMER investment banker from Goldman 
Sachs, John Philip Sevilla, is tipped as the next 
undersecretary for finance in charge of privati- 
zation, vice just retired Gabriel Singson Jr. 
Sevilla already has a foot in the DOF door, 
since he is now a consultant on privatization, 
having been brought in by Singson no less. 
(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl.net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Former dealer sues 
Chevron for fraud 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MDLCENTRAL HUB INC., A FORMER DEALER. 
of Caltex products in Central Luzon, is seeking 
P20.5 million in damages from Chevron Philip- 
pines Inc. in a civil case that accused the Ameri- 
can multinational of "fraud and bad faith in 
contracting and performing its obligations.” 

Ina 19-page civil case filed with the Makati 
Regional Trial Court, MDL cried foul over 
‘Chevron’s alleged unilateral decision to revise 
the compensation and commission scheme 
that it offered distributors last year. 

Under the original scheme, MDL said that 
Chevron promised a three-year distributor- 
ship agreement, a rebate of P7.50 for every 
iter of lubricant sold, and an income before 
taxes of around P10 million. 

MDL added that Chevron also offered to 
give a wholesale purchase price (WPP) to its 
dealers that would be different from the list 
price (LP), or the price at which end-buyers 
would buy the lubricants. 

Under the original scheme, MDL said 
Chevron gave а WPP of P89 a liter as against 
an LP of P9S a liter, thus allowing distributors 
to sell products at a discount to wholesale 
buyers but still keep a decent margin. 

‘These offers, MDL said, prompted the compa- 
ny to apply to become a Caltex lubricants distrib- 
utor in Central Luzon, particularly in Pampanga, 
Zambales, Olongapo, Bataan and Tarlac, despite 
the relatively high investment of P20 million that 
‘was needed to bankroll the business. 

At the onset, MDL said it was not able to 
sign a final distributorship agreement with 
Chevron as the oil firm said this had to be re- 
viewed by its Singapore office. An interim 


Stocks surge 2.8% 


Index rose 61.64 points, or 2.8 percent, to 
2,256.48, its best finish since 2,289.80 on 
‘June 6. The index now has gained 9.2 percent 
in four consecutive sessions. 

“It was a confluence of a number of fac- 
tors—namely a sharp drop in T-bill yields dur- 
ing yesterday's auction and the strong peso," 
said AB Capital Securities analyst Erwin Balita. 

Blue chip Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. was the most actively traded stock, 
up 5.3 percent at P1,975 on 156,660 shares 
traded. That was in step with the 3.8-percent. 
rise in its American Depositary Receipts in 
New York Monday, when the Dow Jones In- 


Citibank, Citisec ... 


cense validated by the SEG and 
transmits its orders to the PSE 
through its partner broker, Citise- 
curities. 

CitisecOnline plans to conduct 
а maiden public offering this 
month. It will offer 110 million 
shares at P1.36 a share, 

Citiovonp «nid thar it had made a 


conscious effort and used consider- 
able resources over the years to es- 
tablish and promote its identity un- 
der its cit" name and mark. 

“We are therefore taking every 
step not only to protect our brand 
but also to prevent confusion 
among the public, it said in a 
etntament yesterday 


agreement was signed instead. 

For the first few months, MDL said it 
earned handsome returns because of 
Chevron's rebate scheme. 

MDL posted an average monthly net income 
of P543,970.29 from August 2005 to January 
2006, with its highest profit of P926,980.34 
chalked up in September last year. 

By February, however, MDL claimed that 
Chevron suddenly changed its rebate scheme 
without even informing its distributors. This 
resulted in a “dismal” net income of only 
P38,513.97 for MDL that month. 

By March, the company registered a net 
loss of P225,379.82, which it attributed to the 
new rebate scheme, 

“Had MDL known that it would be conduct- 
ing business under the new pricing and rebate 
policies, it would definitely not have applied 
as a distributor of Caltex in the first place. It 
would simply have been foolish and a com- 
plete waste for MDL to invest millions of pe- 
sos only to operate at a loss or at a very mini- 
mal profit margin,” MDL said 

But Chevron officials “categorically denied 
‘any wrongdoing in its dealings with MDL.” 

"Chevron at all times conducts business in ac- 
cordance with the highest ethical standards and 
strictly adheres to its corporate policies and val- 
ues," according to a company statement. 

"While its dealers are independent business- 
men and entrepreneurs who run their businesses 
at theirown discretion, the company values its re- 
lationship with its partners and thus implements 
policies with the utmost respect and consideration. 
of the partners welfare and viability” it added. 

Chevron said it would reply to MDIS alle- 
gations in the proper forum. 


FrompageB! 


dustrial Average rose 0.7 percent, and the 
Nasdaq Composite Index was up 0.8 percent. 

Other active stocks included Ayala Land, 
up 4.2 percent at P12.50, as low interest rates 
help bolster property demand. 

SM Investments rose 1.9 percent to P217 
ahead of roadshows next month in Hong Kong 
and Singapore to update investors én recent 
developments соп- 
cerning the group, 
which has interests in 
mall operation, prop- 
erty development and. 
banking. AP 
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NOTICE OF TRANSFER OF 
ADDRESS: 
THIS IS TO INFORM THE PUBLIC 
THAT IDIANALE, INC., AN EXISTING 
PRODUCER/EXPORTER OF 
CHRISTMAS DECORS, TABLETOPS 


& TRIMS, HAS TRANSFERRED ITS 
PLANT — SITE — (IN — HOUSE 
OPERATIONS) FROM #243 A 
PASADENA STREET, SAN JUAN, 
METRO MANILA ^ TO PATIIS 
STREET, MALANDAY, SAN MATEO, 
RIZAL. 


INTRODUCING 
WRIST BP 
MONITOR 


“TRAVEL MATE” 
WRIST BP 
* Handy and Portable 
* 100% Accurate 
+ Ideal for travel 
*2 pcs. "AAA" Batteries 
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mpane] 4198286 | 636-061 


TERPREN 


sop HP Cahon ermal athe 
eec умтылу D Krewe oy aa 


nay Personal or ra елен 


920-1440 * 433-2600 + 426-2973 | 
КҮЛҮКАН АНДЕРИ 


PLANTERSBANK 


Premium 


8.5%* FIXED INTEREST p.a., TAX-FREE! 
Only P50,000.00 minimum deposit. 


+ Interest earned monthly and automatically deposited to 
а separate account for easy access 


+ FREE personal accident insurance coverage for two times 


the deposit (up to P1 milion)** 
« Borrow 80% of deposit amount 
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THE JAGUAR X-TYPE 
ESTATE 


NERSHIP CHOICES 


TALK to us abou other FLEXIBLE PAYMENT SCHEMES. Promo period is from JUNE 28 to SEPTEMBER 28, 2006 


DESIRED BY MANY. 


900,000" 


145% 


эде “Т 


Tas; __ 187,084 777 "304,723. 


reok 7^ 96,667" 7" 


EXCLUSIVE BY CHOICE. 


SHOWROOM 


ENZO Bldg. 399 Sen СП Puyat Ave., 


‘Makati City 
Tel (612) 87-8888 
Tax: (642) 895-2677. 


E-mail: sales@jaguar.com.ph 


SERVICE CENTER 


3904 Quinga St. near EDSArBuendlay 
Makati City 
"Tol: (632) 881-7252 * Fax: (672) 882-6504 
24-HR HELP LINE (0020) 052-4827 
E-mail: service®jaguar.com.ph 


Take charge of your investments. 
Do your own trading—online, 


Gel your free 7-day trial password 
‘and sign up for a free seminar 


log on today, 


www.citiseconline.com | 
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The South Luzon Tollway Corporation 


announces an 


INVITATION to APPLY and to 


THE SOUTH LUZON EXPRESSWAY 
REHABILITATION AND WIDENING PROJECT 


(CIVIL WORKS SERVICES) 


SOUTH LUZON TOLLWAY CORPORATION invites civil work Category "AAA" 
contractors to apply for prequalification eligibility for the proposed rehabilitation and 
expansion of the existing toll road from Alabang to Calamba (28.53 km.). 


Interested contractors may pick up the prequalification documents at the following 
| address: 


SOUTH LUZON TOLLWAY CORP. 

(SLEX) South Luzon Expressway Project 

6" Floor Mobile Entertainment Center (formerly Jaycem Bldg.) 
104 Rada St., Legaspi Village, Makati City 


(PDI-June 30, July 3 & 5, 2006) 


The Taipan Place, Emerald Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
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Jewely à Diamonds 


Powered by ISUZU ENGINE. 
BIO-DIESEL READY. 
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‘On the instruction of Jesco Intemational Corporation 
ONLINE AUCTION SALE 


Sale Closing: Tuesday, 11th July 2006 at 18:00CCT (local time) 


Location of Assets: 144 B. 9th St. East Caloocan, 
Caloocan City, Philippines 
Inspection: Monday, 10% July 2006 from Зат to Spm 
or earlier by appointment 


Plastic Injection Molding Machines 
and Ancillary Equipment 


Plastic Injection Moldir ine - TOSHIBA IS 170FA 10A 1707 
Cap. (1994), (2) TOSHIBA IS 170FA 58 1707 Сар. (1991); TOSHIBA 
IS 150E 5А 1507 Сар; (3) JSW 3150 1507 Cap; (3) JSW IW 75L 
ST Cap. М) ISW IW 40L 407 Сар: (3) JSW IW28L 287 Cap; 
NISSEI FS 150/55 SG 1507 Cap. Plastic Injection Molding 
Machines; (2) KINGS KS10-54-15DV-1A 157 Cap.; KAWAGUCHI 
S108 107 Cap. Vertical Injection Molding Machines 

Press - (3) AMADA TP-35C 35T Cap. Press 

Ancillary Equipment - (4) Plastic Granulators 10Hp (7) Plastic 
Granulators 1.5Hp; (2) MATSUI PO-120 Oven Dryers; DYNACOOL 
KCW-10 Chiller; MATSUI MCC-1000 Chiller; (8) FLYING TIGER 
‘OTC-1005N; (4) FLYING TIGER OTC-035; NKC BH20B Mold Temp 
Controllers; (2) KATO-RIKI KRT-SOT Mixers; (2) TIPTON RH200 
Barrel Mixers; KOBELCO АМ158; KOBELCO KST22-A Screw 
Compressors; SHONI, (5) HARMO DRY XII, MATSUI НО505, HD 1005 
Hopper Dryers 

Miscellaneous - (2) SEIKI AYC 161P2 AYC Controllers for Spear 
System (Unused); (3) MITUTUYO Microscopes 


For further information please contact Chris Major at 


к, та 
ЕЕ 


8040484. 


iun de Oro City 
Cell No. 09203226403 


427.84 sqm, 
For inquiries, please call: 

ASSET MANAGEMENT & DISPOSITION DIVISION 

Tel Nos.: 811-9797 
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SUCPB 


L3 1280 


15% Downpayment 
Upto 12 Years to pay 
CALL NOW! 
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ESPS BATCH '81 reunion 


THE ESPIRITO SANTO PAROCHIAL SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL BATCH '81 
will hold their Silver Homecoming Celebration (25th Year) on July 8, 2006, 
3 p.m. at the ESPS Annex 2 (formerly Boys High) at Oroquieta St., Sta 
Cruz Manila, For details, please get in touch with Dr. Senen A. Reyes at 
610-0885 or (0918) 929-8818 or Ms. Tess Herrera-Martinez at 527-6440 
or (0916) 775-6866. 


‘THE MCO FOUNDATION AND EQUITABLE PCI 
Bank celebrates the 250th anniversary of Mozart, 
one of music history s great composers in a concert 
featuring pianist Aries Caces on July 7, 2006 (Fri- 
day), 7:30 p.m. at Equitable PCI Bank Tower I's 
Francisco Santiago Hall in Makati City. This is the 
r of the Foundation’s annual "MICO 
Concert repertoire will include 
ondo in D Major, К. 485", "Fantasy in 
D Minor, K. 385", "Sonata in D Major, K. 284 
"Dürnitz"; and Lizst's "Grandes Etudes de 
Pagani 
‘Aries Caces, a Filipino pianist based in Vienna, is 
опе of the most versatile Filipino concert artists. 
Aside from being a concert pianist, he is also a con- 
ductor. The late Manila critic Vilma 
Santiago-Felipe described him as "another gem in 
the Philippine music scene.” 


Secondo Glorieta 1 
Tol 894-0282 
‘Agencia de Макан 
“ol? 880-7956. 


His first piano lessons were given by his mother. 
Atthe age of seven, he enrolled at the University of 
Santo Tomas (UST) Conservatory of Music as a 
personal scholar of Prof. Feliza Custodio. In the 
‘early 'B0s, he attended the Philippine High School 
for the Arts and the UST Conservatory of Music. 
under the tutelage of Prof. Emestina Crisologo and 
Prof. Bernardino Custodio, In 1982, he won First 
Prize in the National Music Competitions for 
Young Artists (Piano Category). Two years later, 
he was runner - up in the Manila Symphony Or: 
ега Concerto Competitions 

aces came to Graz, Austria in 1985 upon the 
invitation and arrangement of then Austrian Am- 
bassador to the Philippines, Dr. Friedrich Posch. 
He studied with Prof. Walter Kamper at the 
Hochschule für Musik und darstellende Kunst in 
Graz; and world-renowned pianist Prof. Paul 
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She shall be truly 

Donnie & Ningning, Ric & Rizza Pascua, Н 
Bobbie & Addie, Jobbie & Miel, 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren 


Wake Schedule: 
July 3 to 5, 2006 - Chapel 6 


October 9, 1920 — July 3, 2006 


missed by her loving children: 
enry & Nancy, 


Q 


Romeo, 
Raymond; 


Juliet 


pray for the ete 


BUENAVENTURA 
“Turing” dela CRUZ 


Guzman); children Ne 


son-in-law Rene and 

granddaughter Gwendolyn, relatives 

апа friends request the pious readers to 
repose of his soul 


Tel: 852 2910/11 Email: chris.major@henrybutcher.com 


ry 
CHOT н о:152 2901. 


НЕМУ BUTCHER INTERNATIONAL PHI. INC. 
(Re 102 fotiland МӘ. 679 Edsa, Pasay City 
54 өт 


ШШЩ MCO Arts Festival presents pianist Aries Caces 


Badura-Skoda Hochschule für Musik und 
darstellende Kunst in Vienna. He finished his 
"Diplom" in 1989 and obtained his Masters Degree 
(Magister Artium) in Piano Performance їп 1994 
under Prof. Roland Keller, He also studied Piano 
Chamber Music with Prof. Georg Ebert. In 1999, he 
finished his “Diplom” in Conducting at the 
Hochschule für Musik in Vienna under the tutelage 
of Prof. Uros Lajovic. 

Caces has performed several solo recitals and 
various concerts in the Philippines, Austria, Canada, 
Czech Republic, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Switzerland, and the U.S.A. 

‘Tickets to this concert are available at P300 
each. Seats are on a first-come, first served basis, 

For inquiries and ticket reservations, please call 
the MCO Secretariat at 878-3459 and 840-7000 
local 2630. 
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(retired Musician) p 
Died in the Grace of our Lord 


on July 3, 2006 at the age of 83. 
His bereaved wife Tating (nee de 
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Gloria, 
Agustina and 


"Toby, Tsina, 
friends requ 
her soul, 


willing rather 

10 be absent from the body, 

‘and to be present with the Lord.” 
11 Corinthians 5:8 


VIOLETA MALDIA-NARVAEZ 


(Wife of the late Benjamin M. Narvaez) 


gently slipped back into the loving arms of the Almighty 
оп July 2, 2006 at the age of 69. 


Her bereaved children Marj 
Michelle: grand 


the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 


ildren Marga, Wow 
; Daryll, Jolo and Si 


of the Mortuary and Crematory at The Heritage Park, 
Bayani Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


July бо 7, 2006 - B.A.M.O. 


Lucena Cathedral, Lucena City Bernardino 


Manzano Volante 


who peacefully joined his Creator on the 
2nd of July 2006 at the age of 70. 


July 2006 
Cabrini Hall, New Jersey, USA 


Inurnment will be held in Lucena City, Philippines 
to be announced at a later date, 


His remains lie in state at the 
Holy Trinity Chapel in Parañaque City. 
Interment will be on July 8, 2006 at 
Manila Memorial after the 8:30 a.m. 
Mass at the Holy Trinity Chapel. 


eel 


In licu of flowers please give sympathy and donations го 
BUKAS LOOB SA DIYOS - GAWAD KALINGA MINISTRY. 
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а Joying Memory 
on the it Year Death Anar or 


ROMULO V, BALAGOT 


(November 22, 1963 - July 5, 2005) 


E Our Dearly Beloved 
4 DRA. RENEE “Baby” ARAYA LAZO, M.D. 


Died in the Grace ofthe Lord оп July 3, 2006 
at the age of 71, in Cagayan de Oro City 

Married to Pedro (H) and survived by her siblings Amelia, 
Esmeraldo, Pureza, Margarita and Agnes;children Bong & Cecile, 
Jaja & Lime, Viel & Tony, Chippy & Aimee; grandchildren Intoy, 
Тала, Nica, Bootskle, Soffa, Mara, Joaquin and Baby Renee, and 
other relatives request the pious readers o pray forthe eternal 
repose of her soul. 

Her remains lie in state at Greenhills Memorial Chapel, Bulua, 
Cagayan de Oro City 

Interment will be at Greenhills Memorial Park, Bulua, Cagayan de 
Oro City Immediately alter the Friday morning mass on 
July 7,2006 at the Sacred Heart Chaplency, RER Subd, Kauswagan, 
Cagayan de Oro City, 


The fllovang Masses 
wil be offered today, July 5, 2006: 


‘St, Paul af tho Cross Parish . ., 6:00 a.m. 
Martina Cuy 

St, Pater Church. 
"Quezon Cty 

Immaculate Concepcion Church 
Mariina Ciy 

Don Bosco Church 
Notat Слу. 

Paraiso Memorlal Park 
‘San Mateo, Rizo 


We request әй his loved ones, relatives, fiends 
эла pious гегу о pray for ле eternal repose 
of зом. 


7300 asm, 
7:00 a.m, 


“and we know that 
үл al things God works forthe 
‘900d of those wh love Hmm, 
"нро Nove been called 
оу, 

is purpose + 
Qe (Romans i20) 
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Her body lies in state at Funeraria Nacional, Araneta Ave.. 
Je, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Saturday, July 8, 2006 


ze 


ERASMO ALBANO RUIZ 


of Bacarra, llocos Norte & Gen. Santos City 
Retired Supervisor, DOLFIL & STANFILCO 
Pencefully joined our Lord on July 1, 2006 at the nge of 63 
y Thelma Javelosa; sons, Dandy & Robert; brothers. 
vt. UP Prof, Nora & 
(ру. Rosario & Dr. 


Olave, RTC Ju. 
"Transcon NTIC VP Anton 
Supt. Preciosa & Prof. Horacio A. Belen, Prospero (t) & faster 
brother Capt. Camillo V. Garcia (t) & Leticia Legaspi; his 
nephews, nieces, other relatives & friends request the pious reader 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at his residence at Sampaguita St, Purok 
Bay. Calumpang, Соп, Santos Cli: 
Interment will be announced lator. 


“Even when | walk through 

| а dark valley; | feel no harm, 

For you ure at my side, your 
rod and staff give me 


à Td 


courage... Psalm 23:4 
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By Christine A. бауйсап 


THE PHILIPPINE COCONUT 
Authority has put on hold 
plans to increase by 100 per- 
cent the fees slapped on all ex- 
ported coconut products. 

The decision to indefinitely 
suspend the implementation of 
the hike in fees has put the PCA 
in a bind. The agency was 
banking on the fee increase to 
augment its limited budget, 
РСА Deputy Administrator Ar- 
turo Liquete Jr. said. 

Oil milling companies and 
other members of the Philip- 
pine Coconut Oil Producers 
Association (Pcopa) strongly 
oppose the fee increase be- 
cause they considered it un- 
timely. 

They said that the hike in 
fees should not be implement- 
ed so soon after the expanded 
value added tax rate was raised 
from 10 percent to 12 percent, 
Liquete told the Inquirer. 

‘The implementation of the 
fee hike was also stopped due 
to a case Pcopa filed in court. 
‘The group is questioning the 
validity of the PCAS hike in fee, 
which currently stands at 6 
centavos for every kilo of copra 
exported by local companies. 

“The group wants us to wait 
for the court decision, which .. 
may come out before the end 
of the year,” Liquete said. 

The PCA at present has a 
very small budget. The P200 
million a year it receives from 
the national government is not 
enough for the agency to pur- 
sue its P2-billion fertilization 


PCA puts on bold 
plans to raise fees 


and replanting program aimed 
at increasing production, the 
official pointed out. 

Liquete said that the Depart- 
ment of Budget and Manage- 
ment has instructed the PCA to 
maximize its collection activi- 
ties, which include the fees 
slapped on exports and the sale 
of coconut seedlings, among 
others. 

‘The Department of Finance 
has already given the PCA the 
greenlight to increase its fees 
from 6 centavos to 12 centavos 
per kilo of copra milled and 
sold abroad. 

n a letter dated April 7 to 
newly installed PCA Admini 
trator Oscar б. Garin, Finance 
Undersecretary Gil S. Beltran 
said that the PCAs request 
would be subject to strict con- 
ditions. 

One of the conditions, ac- 
cording to Beltran, is to require 
the Department of Agriculture 
to strictly and regularly moni- 
tor the PCAS corporate perfor- 
mance. 

“Such performance commit- 
ment reports, including the ac- 
tual accomplishment reports 
and actual utilization of the 
[fees], shall be submitted to 
the DOF and the Department 
of Budget and Management 
within 15 calendar days at the 
end of each quarter,” Beltran 
said. 

Former PCA Administrator 
Jesus Emmanuel Paras is push- 
ing for the fee increase, which 
is estimated to raise the agen- 
cys funds by P100 million a 


year. 


SLEX rehab begins 
with work in Laguna 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COMPANY TASKED WITH 
rehabilitating the South Luzon 
Expressway has started flood- 
control workin the San Pedro, La- 
guna section of the highway, by- 
passing stalled negotiations for 
the construction of a new viaduct 
in Alabang, Muntinlupa City. 

In a statement, South Luzon 
Tollway Corp. (SLTC) said the 
construction work began in the 
area of the Alaskà Milk plant in 
Laguna, between the Susanna 
Heights and Southwood exits. 
The site is in the TR2-A section of 
the project, which encompasses 
the Filinvest to Sta. Rosa stretch 
of the expressway. 

SLTC president Mark Dumol 
said the company had decided to 
prioritize the San Pedro roadwork 
because the expected flooding in 
the area—which happens every 
year at the height of the rainy sea- 
son—would seriously affect not 
only SLEX road users but SLTC's 
own construction schedule. 

The roadway in this area dips 
in this area and becomes impass- 
able to most vehicles due to 
waisthigh floods after heavy 
rains. The affected area stretches 
upto one kilometer. 


DTI extends 


The same section was closed for 
aslong as seven hours last year due 
to flooding. The dosure caused 
massive congestion in both north- 
and south-bound lanes. 

Dumol said te prevent future 
flooding, the low area had to be 
filled up to raise the roadway 
above the flood level. 

SLTC will also install a three- 
barreled, reinforced concrete box 
culvert under the new pavement to 
keep the roadway drained of water 
throughout the rainy season. 

SLTC engineers said flood con- 
trol construction might take up to 
four months, but the company as- 
sured motorists that work would 
start on the highway median, and 
would initially have minimal ef- 
fect on traffic flow on either side 
of the expressway. 

Engineers estimate that work 
on traffic lanes will not begin un- 
til August. 

In the meantime, all lanes will 
be kept open at all times during 
construction and motorists 
would be notified before each 
phase of the road work begins. 

The construction is part of the 
Р8-ЫШоп plan to rehabilitate 
pand and extend the SLEX, which 
‘was constructed during the Mar- 
cosera. 


helping 


hand to cooperatives 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF TRADE 
and Industry is preparing a com- 
prehensive action plan to help co- 
operatives better provide con- 
sumers with affordable and quali- 
ty goods, 

‘Trade Undersecretary Zenaida 
C. Maglaya, who is in charge of 
consumer welfare, said the DTI 
was looking for ways to improve 


cooperative members, most of 
whom were poor farmers and 
fishermen. 

Victorio Mario A. Dimagiba, 
Director of DTI's Bureau of Trade 
Regulation and Consumer Pro- 
tection said that in answer to 
these concerns, the agency would 
exert effort to address the cooper- 
atives’ lack of know-how and fi 
ances as well as capability in 
marketing their products. 
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Banks probed over ОТЕ 


7 


mene с: | 


liabilities 


BIR, BSP look into possible tax leaks arising from trade of securities 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


COMMERCIAL BANKS THAT HAVE FAILED. 
to withhold tax on gains derived from in- 
vestors’ participation in unit investment 
trust funds (UITFs) are now the subject of a 
government probe. 

Jose Bufiag, Bureau of Internal Revenue 
commissioner, said that trading of securi- 
ties are subject to a 20-percent gains tax 
based on current tax laws and regula- 
tions. 

Ina letter to the Trust Officers Association 
of the Philippines, the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas said it had received and noted re- 
ports on “possible tax exposure for the banks’ 
trust departments—as trustee of UITR—aris- 
ing from non-withholding of tax on gains de- 
rived by an investor from the redemption of 
UITF participation.” 

UITFs are pooled trust funds in acceptable 
currencies operated by a trust entity and 
made available by participation. They are an 
improved version of the common trust funds 
(CTES). 

‘The BSP ordered the phaseout of the СТЕ 
in favor of the UITEs, and exempted them 
from reserve requirements as they are inde- 
pendent from the bank proper. 

Under its circular on UITFs, the BSP said 
the instruments are not subject to the tax in- 
centives designed for long-term savings and 
investments. 

"We are thus unaware of any legal basis for 
the non-withholding of taxes on gains from 
the redemption of UITF participation,” the 
letter said. 

The letter also noted that a recent BIR rul- 
ing on the taxation of pooled funds stated that 
the interest income tax liability of an individ- 
ual investor in a trust account should not be 
confused with the interest income tax liability 
ofthe trust itself. 

As such, the BSP warned that the trust de- 
partment of banks were “finally exposed to a 
potential tax liability arising from its duty asa 
final withholding tax agent.” 

"We would like to solicit your position on 


BUNAG 


the matter and the proposed measures the in- 
dustry intends to take to address this risk,” the 
BSP said. 

UITFs have evolved into a P200-billion in- 
dustry in the Philippines a year after it was in- 
troduced to the local market. 

But recently, the industry was battered by 
panic-selling, arising from the turbulence in 
global financial markets. 

As it was only recently that the local indus- 

пу had adopted the practice of marking-to- 
market a fund's assets on a daily basis, fund 
managers said many retail investors might 
have been confused due to a lack of under- 
standing on the volatility of the net asset val- 
ue. 
The net asset value of UITFs could change 
for two main reasons: securities in the portío- 
lio accrue interest or market prices of bonds 
change daily. 
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the productivity of cooperatives, 
especially those involved in the 
production of agricultural goods. 

“One way of becoming more 
productive is to ensure an effi- 
cient supply chain,” Maglaya 
said, “For instance, producers can 
be trained to work through all 
levels of the supply chain which 
would enable them to produce, 
process, consolidate, distribute 
and sell their own goods.” 

“In this manner, they can offer 
cheaper prices to consumers but 
still get maximum profit, she 
said. 

Maglaya said that in a recent 
dialog with DTI officials, repre- 
sentatives of cooperatives raised 
the issue of the need for more and. 
meaningful government assis- 
tance to improve the livelihood of 


Dimagiba said follow-up meet- 
ings would be conducted to ex- 
plore the formation a technical 
working group that would focus 
on addressing the sector's needs. 

Aside from DTI agencies, 
among those identified to take 
рап in the next meetings include 
the Small and Medium Enterprise. 
Development Group, which ad- 
dresses the concerns of small 
businesses through finance, poli- 
cy advocacy, marketing, product 
design and development, and 
training. 

Groups of cooperatives repre- 
sented in the past meeting includ- 
ed the Philippine Cooperative 
Center, Cooperative Union of the 
Philippines, and the National 
Market Vendors Confederation of 
Cooperatives. 
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Lastofthreeparts 


(Note: For the past two weeks, INQUIRER 
Motoring has been running articles based 
on actual images taken from North Luzon 
Expressway (NLEX) traffic surveillance 
camera. The maximum allowable speed 
for cars along NLEX is 100 kph. For trucks 
‘and buses, it's 80 kph. The minimum al- 
lowable speed for all vehicles, on the other 
hand, is 60 kph.) 


10-WHEELER TRAC- 
А“ tractor head, speed- 
ing along like a sports 
car would require a much 
longer braking distance before 
it could completely stop. That 
distance would even be longer 
if the truck was attached to a 
loaded trailer. As it is, this trail- 
er-less truck running at 149 
kph would consume a distance 
of at least 220 meters—or 21 
full-sized ^ buses—before it 
comes to a full stop. 

Safe Drive Training Australia's manag- 
ing director Joel Neilsen and Michael 
Paine of Vehicle Design Research in Aus- 
tralia, after being shown these images, 
stressed on the more important sub-as- 
pect of braking distance, which is the 
likely impact speed if a collision does oc- 
cur. 


Impact speed 

‘The impact speed is the extent of dam- 
age the vehicle will cause or sustain at 
specific distances within the braking dis- 
tance. So, for example, ifthe driver of the 
said speeding truck stepped on its brakes 
to avoid colliding with a tree 100 meters 
away, it would have been too late. The 
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What to expect 
from high-speed braking 


inevitable collision will happen because 
the tree is within the stopping distance. 
The only question remaining is at what 
speed the truck will hit the tree, and giv- 
en that speed, what damage will be in- 
curred. 

‘An example of impact speed is when 
the driver has no time to react to an ob- 
ject ahead. In this case, the braking di 
tance is taken out of the equation alto- 
gether. This was the case of a speeding 
bus on the left inner lane (the fast lane) 
that suddenly swerved to the slow right 
lane, not realizing in time a slow-run- 
ning car on that lane. The bus rear-ended 
the car at full speed, transforming the car 
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ATRUCK that thinks it's a sport mini. 


the car in front suddenly applied the 
brakes and they in tum applied the 
brakes, they would end up stopped the 
same distance apart. 


The total stopping distance of a vehi- 


into its “crumple zone.” 


Favorable conditions 

Another vehicle caught on camera is a 
Honda Super 4 big bike running at 178 
kph. Lester Dizon, editor in chief of Mo- 
torcycle magazine, estimated its braking 
distance at between 75 and 90 meters, or 
about seven to eight buses, before it 
comes to a full stop. Dizon was quick to 
add, however, that the estimated braking 
distance would be achieved in “favor- 
able" conditions: tires are warm and cor- 
rectly inflated; shock absorbers are prop- 
erly installed; and fan suspensions are 
seton “hard.” 


Though the “skid” factor might play 
heavily into the braking dynamics of a 
motorcycle, experienced riders can 
avoid this pitfall and avoid losing bal- 
ance altogether. Frank Woolfe, director 
for administration and publishing, the 
Motorcycle Philippines Federation, said 
the bike is unlikely to skid if the rider 
knows how to brake properly. He added 
that in almost all situations, the rider can 
avoid the accident without emergency 
braking. 


Total stopping distance 
Neilsen also observed that many 
drivers harbor the mistaken belief that if 


cle is made up of four components: hu- 
man perception time; human reaction 
time; vehicle reaction time; and vehicle 
braking capability. These components 
acting simultaneously on each vehicle's 
braking dynamics almost always guaran- 
tee different stopping distances each 
time. As such, the stopping distances In- 
quirer Motoring has indicated for the 
various speeding vehicles the past two 
‘weeks start only from the time the brakes 
had actually been applied—roughly only 
the third and fourth component making 
ир the total stopping distance. 

Where you really end up after these 
death-defying speeds is entirely up to 
you. 


How to keep your vehicle tires in tiptop shape 
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AS WITH EVERYTHING ELSE IN LIFE, 
car tires does last forever, and it's best to 
be safe and check them regularly for 
wear and tear. Tire damage is brought 
оп by several factors, and Rapidé, the 
fastest growing chain of auto service re- 
pair centers, has prepared guidelines 
for vehicle owners to ensure that tires 
are in tiptop shape. 

Chronic overinflation causes tires to 
wear ош, reducing its useful tread Ше. 
This will eventually remove tread down 
to the fabric, exposing the carcass го frac- 
tureand water damage. Be sure to imme- 
diately replace worn tires as its smooth 
edges can easily and dangerously skid on 
‘wet curves on the road. 

Chunking, on the other hand, occurs 
when tread loosens and is tom off by cen- 
trifugal force. The damage is often due to 
defects in the йге construction. 
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Incorrect wheel chamber 

An incorrect wheel chamber can be 
spotted by wear on one edge of the tire. 
only, so check the front tires for irregular 
wear and get the wheels of your car 
aligned periodically A flat spot, mean- 
while, usually arises from skidding on dry 
pavement when the brakes have locked. 

Feathering of the tread is caused by ex- 
cessive toe-in or toe-out of front wheels, 
which makes tires slightly slide sideways 
when they roll. Cupping or scalloping 
comes from an unbalanced tire or be- 
cause of faulty suspension parts, steering 
linkages, or wheel bearings. When you 
get а punctured tire, replace it with a 
Spare at once even if it has not gone flat, 
and leave the nail in the tire so the repair- 
man can easily find the hole. 

When it comes to tire sidewall dam- 
age, a flat tire is first on the list. Running 
over a curb, pothole, or other obstruction. 


with a flat can break the sidewall plies. 
When it breaks radially, then you are left 
with a carcass failure, a damage that does 
not manifest on the outside of the tire. 

‘An intemal fracrure can be brought 
about by hitting a pothole or curb at high 
speed. Sidewall scuffing occurs when the 
tire is constantly scraped against curbs 
during parking; and project rubbing is 
caused by the inner sidewall rubbing 
against steering or suspension parts. Last- 
ly, a barely visible external break ог cut 
can cause severe bubbling between the 
plies inside the tire and the water can rot 
the rayon plies. 


Maintenance services 

The Rapidé centers offer traditional 
core services for maintenance—from 
brakes, steering and suspension, clutch 
and drivetrain, to battery and tire ser- 


vices. Rapidé guarantees only the highest 
level of quality, commitment to, and em- 
phasis on total customer satisfaction 
‘There's even a customer call-back system 
for direct feedback, evaluation and grad. 
ing of client response scores and а tex 
message service that alerts customers 
when vehicle repairs are finished. 

‘The shops are equipped with state ot 
the art equipment and supplied only with 
certified spare parts and products. Tai 
lored to fit the Filipino customer, Rapide 
(Tel. No. 895-9486) is the place to head 
to for all your automobile needs. 

Rapidé Auto Service Experts is the 
largest auto service chain in the Philip 
pines with branches located all over 
Metro Manila and South Luzon. For more 
information on Rapidé products and ser 
vices, please visit their website at 
wwrapide.com.ph. 


The podium: Mild Seven 
Renault Territory — 


WITH THE 2006 SEASON AP- 
proaching its halfway mark, the Mild 
Seven Renault Formula One (F1) 
Team is making it clear to rest of the. 
field that the podium is blue and yel- 
Jow territory. 

The victory of Fernando Alonso at 
the Canadian Grand Prix (GP) 
marked the 15th straight race that ei- 
ther one or both Mild Seven Renault 
drivers stepped to the podium at the 
end of a race. This streak of podium 
finishes began in August 2005 during 
the Turkish GP 

“We are plainly in a very strong po- 
sition, and in terms of pure competi- 
tiveness, [think we are stronger than 
we were in 2005. We are delighted 
with our results so far," said Bob Bell, 
technical director of the Mild Seven 
Renault Team. 

6 wins 

With nine races down and nine left 
оп the 2006 race calendar, Alonso 
Mild Seven Renault has alréady scored 
six victories in Bahrain, Australia, 
Spain, Monaco, Britain and Canada. 

Meanwhile, teammate Giancarlo 
Fisichella ruled the Malaysian GP and 
has scored valuable points in all the 
Taces this year except the season- 


opener in Bahrain where he was 
hounded by mechanical problems. 

Alonso adds another factor to the 
solid performance of the Mild Seven 
Renault—the fans. 

"The car hasn't missed a beat, and 
the atmosphere and support from the 
fans has been amazing. Watching the 
fans all go so crazy has been amaz- 
ing," Alonso said. 

The combination of excellent engi- 
neering and unwavering fan support 
has catapulted the Mild Seven Re- 
nault Team to a scorching start. 


Dominance 

The team established its domi- 
nance by breaking the 100-point bar- 
rier before the halfway mark of the 
season. 

Out of a possible maximum of 144 
points, the Mild Seven Renault Team 
has notched 106 which is more points 
than the team scored during the en- 
tire 2004 season. At the same stage 
Jast year, Mild Seven Renault has only 
scored 76 points but eventually went 
on to win the Constructors’ Champi- 
onship. 

The Mild Seven Reanult F1 Team 
recently signed a contract with 
Fisichella for the 2007 season. 


ALONSO at Canada GP 


"This clear vision for the future 
means 1 сап focus 100 percent on the 
job at hand: retaining the construc- 
tors’ championship with Renault in 
2006 and finishing as high as possible 
in the drivers standings,” said 
Fisichella, 

The last time that neither of the 
Mild Seven Renault drivers finished 
on the podium was during the Hun 
garian GP on July 31, 2005. Alonso's 
races hopes were dashed after a first 
Corner collision with Ralph Schu 
macher damaged his front wing while 
Fisichella struggled with engine and 
fuel pressure problems. 
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Toyota upgrades the Previa 


GIVEN THE EXTENDED FAMILY TRADI- 
tion in this country, multipurpose vehi- 
cles (MPVs), also known as minivans, 
compete in a highly lucrative segment of 
the automobile market. All the major 
carmakers are aggressively selling MPVs 
except for Honda Cars Philippines Inc. 

Toyota Motor Philippines Corp. en- 
tered the MPV market with the junior- 
size Lite-Ace, followed by the larger Hi- 
Асе, which by now has graduated to the 
big van/people carrier category Now 
comes the 2006 Previa. At first glance, 
you will notice nothing obviously new in 
the latest Previa because of the similar. 
smiling facade and body shape. But 
when you drive it you will see and feel 
the difference. 


Enhanced engine. 
For starters, the 2.4-liter WT, 4 cylin- 
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der-in-line twin cam 16-valve engine has 
been enhanced to 170 Hp/6,000 rpm 
from 157 Нр/5,700 rpm. The 4-speed au- 
tomatic transmission with ECT remains 
the same as does the suspension system, 
but 17-inch alloy wheels have replaced 
the 16-inch ones in the 2005 Previa. 
Dimension-wise, the '06 Previa is longer 
and wider but shorter in height while its 
wheelbase has been increased from 2900 
‘mm to 2950 mm. The curb weight has also 
gone up from 1,650 kg in the 05 model to 
1,845 kg in the '06. Front and rear tread. 
has also been expanded. 


ha 


Hid with AFS 

The '05 Previa's halogen headlamps 
have been replaced with high intensity 
discharge (HID) and AFS (adaptive front 
lighting system) this year. A headlamp 
cleaner system and automatic headlamp 
leveling device have been added plus fog 
amps at the rear to supplement ће ones 
in front. The rear window defogger has 
been equipped with a timer and the out- 
side rearview mirrors are now color- 
keyed with heater and integrated side- 
tum signal lamps. And the'06 Previa has 
donned aside skirt. 

‘When you climb into the driver's seat of 
the new Previa, you will find that an eight- 
way power adjustment has been added 
while the front seat is manually adjustable 
four ways. Comfy dual captain seats still 
make up the second row but the bench- 
type third row seat is now 60/40 foldable 
and tumble-down. The seats are now natu- 
ral leather and the steering wheel is not 
only tilt adjustable, but also telescopic ad- 
justable with an audio switch Euro-style. 


AME 


WITH THE SMART К‹ 


AN IN-PANEL shift le 


button in the Previas cockpit 


x 


еу, the new Previa's side and back doors open remote-control. 
VADASEVLLAPENDGZA 
= e ton On the Smart Key, you wirelessly 
open/close the right or left electric slid- 
ing door and power back door. No manu- 
al labor needed to open or close the slid- 
ing side doors and tailgate. If you are 
seated up front, you can use the set of 
power door control buttons located 
above the windshield in the ceiling. 

‘The Smart Key by the way is not inserted 
in the ignition to start the engine. The '06 
Previa has а push-start button, sportscar- 
style, in the dashboard. So this seven-seater 
MPV not only has keyless entry, it also has 


wer and push-start 


THE '06 Previa is longer, wider and 
morehigh-tech. (woAsbruAPENDOZA 
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New company to support Toyota 


production in Asia 

TOYOTA MOTOR CORP. HAS ANNOUNCED IT HAS ESTABLISHED 
Toyota Motor Asia Pacific Co. Ltd. in Thailand to support Toyota pro- 
duction operations in Thailand, as well as in Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan and India. 

TMAP Thailand is aimed at strengthening Toyota's Asian production 
and supply network by improving the speed and efficiency of individu- 
al production companies. It will gradually assume TMC's role of pro- 
viding from Japan support related to production, purchasing and lo- 
gistics. 

Ata recent press conference in Bangkok, TMC senior managing di- 
rector Akira Okabe, who also chairs TMAP Thailand, said: "Close col 
laboration among TMAP Thailand, TMAP Singapore and Toyota Tech- 
nical Center Asia Pac which began operations as TMC's R&D cen- 
ter in Thailand in 2005, will enable us to respond to the customers" 
needs in the (Asian) region more effectively. This will be accomplished 
through better integration of development, production and marketing 
processes together with our associates in the region.” 

TMAP Thailand's production-support objective complements that of 
TMAP Singapore, which was established in Singapore in 2001 to sup- 
port Toyota marketing and sales operations in Asia. TMAP Singapore 
president Ryoichi Sasaki has also been named president of TMAP. 
Thailand. Both companies are to carry out integrated management of 
production and sales through close cooperation with the production 
and sales companies in the countries concerned. 


РСА CARS chair Robert Coyiuco, Jr. (second from right) seals 
the contract with a handshake with Audi Asia Pacific director 
Claudius Meynert. Also present during the contract signing are 
PGA Cars president Miguel Coyiuto (right) and Claus Korger, 
country manager of Audi Asia Pacific (left), 


Beneficial partnership 

THE GROWTH IN THE MARKET SHARE OF AUDI VEHICLES IN THE. 
country is the result of the beneficial partnership between Audi and 
PGA Cars, the sole importer and distributor. Last year, the sales figures. 
‘of PGA Cars more than doubled due to the increased demand for the 
award-winning models and excellent after-sales service that embodies 
the ownership of Audi automobiles. 

In just over a year, PGA Cars has demonstrated its capability as the 
sole Philippine importer and distributor of Audi vehicles. The affirma- 
tlon of this partnership proves that PGA Cars has also provided a clear 
expresslon of the dynamism and innovation of the Audi rand In the 
Philippines along with its strict adherence to the international dealer- 
ship and servicing standards mandated by Audi AG of Germany. 


Volvo XC90 for Pope Benedict XVI 
VOLVO CARS PRESENTED TO POPE BENEDICT XVI ONE OF ITS 
sport utility vehicles (SUVS). 

The keys of the car have been delivered to the Pope in the Vatican on 
June 28, with a short ceremony after the Papal audience. 

The ceremony was attended by Gerry Keaney, VP for Marketing 
Sales and Service, Volvo Car Corp.; Pascal Bellemans, president, and 
Michele Crisci, general manager, both from Volvo Auto Italia. 

‘The Volvo XC90 delivered to the Pope—and fitted for His personal 
use—Is a V8 version. It is a dark blue XC90 with light Interiors. 

Since its debut, the Volvo XC90 has set the highest standards. 
among SUV when It comes to Safety, in all driving conditions and on 
any surface. The AWD system (all-wheel drive) allows the car excellant 

|. off-road behavior, while ROPS System helps the car avoiding roll-over 
| or reducing consequences of that type of accident. 

In Manila, Viking Cars Inc. Is the official distributor of Volvo cars. 
The Volvo Makati office, showroom and Aftersales Service Canter are 
located at 2272 Chino Roces Ave., Makati City, while Volvo Ortigas 
Center is located at 88 ADB Ave., Ortigas Center, Pasig City. Volvo Ce- 
bu is located on A.S. Fortuna Street, Banilad, Mandaue City. 


Changes 


Other changes/additions in the 
cabin: the shift lever is now in- 
panel; four more cupholders 
have been added for a total 
of six in the back and two 
in front; the center console 
box has a sliding lid. 
"The air-conditioning sys- 
|У tem has been improved to 
indude not only automatic 
climate control but also plasma 
cluster, pollen removal mode and 
right and left independent controls up 
front plus manual controls for the rear 


passengers. MP3 capability has been 
added to the audio system. 

The new Previa still has dual front SRS 
airbags and disc brakes on all four wheels, 
but the ABS has been enhanced with Ele 
tronic Brake Force Distribution (EBD) and 
the high-mount stop lamp is now LED 
light-emitting diode). The number of 3- 
point ELR seatbelts in the third row of 


keyless ignition, (ies common sense, of 
course, to keep the Smart Key safe from the 
playful hands of children.) 

All these changes/additions translate. 

to a stronger, faster, roomier and more 
convenient Previa. At P2.262 million for 
the füll-option edition that I test drove, 
the 2006 Previa looks ready to give com- 
peting MPVs a real run for their money. 


Seats has been increased to three. 
Smart key 


elty of the '06 Previa is the Smart 


But the most dramatic high-tech nov- 


that activates the Auto and Easy Closer 
Doors. By pressing the appropriate but- 


TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: A man 
needs a mistress just to break the 
monogamy. 

‘Email comments to asevilla@inquir- 
ercom.ph. 


Key 


Ford stunner; Makati answers 


THE MOTORING WORLD WAS STUNNED 
last week when Ford Motor Co. confirmed 
from its base in Dearborn, Michigan, it would 
not meet its widely publicized goal of selling 
250,000 hybrid vehicles a year by 2010, a 
goal Ford had set when energy prices rose af- 
ter Hurricane Katrina. 

Ford through its chief executive, William 
Clay Ford Jr, said it now plans to focus on flexi- 
ble-fuel vehicles run on gasoline and another 
type of fuel like ethanol, 

“This is in no way a lack of commitment to 
hybrids,” Ford said, “Irs an expansion of our 
commitment to other technologies." 

Still, Daniel E Becker, a famous environmen- 
talist, also citing the company's move to backoff 
from a previous promise to build more fuel-effi 
cient sport utility vehicles, said Ford was "rapid- 
Jy becoming the automaker that cried ию” 

Surely the Ford about face will trigger reper- 
cussions on vehicle production plans world- 
wide. 

Joey Salgado wrote to say that MMDA 
(Metro Manila Development Authority) has 
по power to enact ordinances. He was react- 
ing to my column of June 27, regarding 
Макан policy of disregarding the MMDAs 
“window coding” which the rest of Metro 
Manila heeds, Joey, a former Malaya re- 
porter, is the officer-in-charge of the Infor- 
mation and Community Relations Depart- 
ment of Makati, Read on: 

“Dear Idol, 

"Read your column in the Inuinen. Please 
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allowa fan to make some clarifications. 

"According to the latest figures we have, 
over 777,000 vehicles pass through Makati 
every day, mainly through Ayala, Buendia, 
Makati Avenue, J. P Rizal, South Superhigh- 
way, and the Makati portion of C-5 and Edsa. 

"Not surprising, since Makati is the finan- 
cial center and the place to go for high-end 
shopping and leisure activities. This is what 
makes Makati unique: for such a small place, 
it attracts a large number of people and vehi- 
cles on weekdays. And this entails a solution 
that is uniquely Makati, 

“The challenge for us in the city govern- 
mentis to draw up measures to ease the con- 
gestion and [to] keep the traffic flowing. 
Designating separate loading and unloading 
spots is one of them. The system has been in 
place since 2000, if I recall correctly (those 
night at the press club and other watering 
holes have taken its toll on my brain cells), 
but what I do remember isa study conducted 
by the University of the Philippines on the 
scheme. The UP study showed that as a re- 
sult of the scheme, travel time along Ayala 
Avenue has been reduced, resulting in saved 


man hours and increased productivity for 
Makati offices. 

“This is also the reason the Makati City 
Council passed an ordinance imposing a 
number coding scheme in the city. We do not 
have a provision for a ‘window’ There is a 
logical reason behind this. 

“The number-coding scheme reduces the 
number of vehicles by 20 percent. As it is, 
traffic in Makati is already heavy at certain 
hours even with the number-coding scheme, 
and the last thing we need is to open a ‘win- 
dow’ and allow more vehicles on the streets. 

“Why is Makati implementing its own 
number coding scheme? Under the law, and 
this has been affirmed several times by the 
Supreme Court, local governments exercise 
jurisdiction over traffic management in their 
localities. As for the MMDA, the Supreme 
Court has made it clear, again in several deci- 
sions, that the agency is a mere coordinating 
agency for Metro Manila LGUs. The MMDA 
has no power to enact ordinances, since this 
is the domain of the local Councils. 

“Yet the MMDA continues to insist on its 
so-called mandate. In the face of Supreme 
Court decisions, the MMDA says it is busi- 
ness as usual, When they are reminded of the 
Supreme Court rulings, they say, so sue us. 
Only in da Philippines, indeed.” 

QUOTE ME. Like texting while driving, 
smoking while driving is also as dangerous. 


E-mail to menju@pldtdsl.net. 


5 Best Driving Roads, Summer 2006 


Firscoftvoparts 


THE SUMMER SEASON HAS OFFICIALLY 
ended. Schools have begun their academic 
years and the rains are progressing beyond 
the occasional shower, hinting of the typhoon 
season that will be upon us sooner than later. 

“The hot and humid months of our dry season 
herald the time of countless road trips for many 
of us Filipinos. With the kids out of school and 
the long Easter break, many of us troop back to 
the provinces, going back to our hometowns, to 
beaches we grew up seeing and to mountain re- 
treats that promise alleviation from the punish- 
ing clime of our tropical island nation. 

For the motoring journalist though, this sea- 
son of sun marks the time of the long distance 
road trip frequently organized by the vehicle 
manufacturers to promote their products. This 
is really one of the best ways to get to know a 
vehicle, short of a long-term test drive or actual- 
ly ownership of a certain model. 

While distances sometimes well above a 
thousand kilometers may seem like punishment 
to many, those of us who like to drive relish in 
this extended seat time. 1 personally often for 
get that Tam working while at the wheel, savor- 
ing the nuances of our nation’s roads and taking 
what scenery 1 can through the windscreen 
within the limits of reason and safety of course, 


One blessing 

The past summer has seen me log something. 
just over 6,000 lan, all over our nation, and in 
many make and model of vchicle, While the ex- 
periences change with the class and quality of 
the cars that Гуе driven, one blessing remains 


with me from the summer: that of finding some 


of the best driving roads in the Philippines. Lam. 
Sure that there are still more challenging roads 
n places that I've still to visit, but in the summer 
of 2006, these five stand out. 

‘The Bukidnon-Davao road opens our list, 
having been used in Toyota's Innova Roadtrek 
Challenge that began in Cagayan De Oro City 
and finished on the sandy beaches of the Gar- 


My DRIFT 
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den City of Samal, right off the coast of Davao 
City. What makes one remember this particular 
route is that the driving surfaces are mostly in 
excellent condition with many ascents and de- 
scents that can give drivers of varied skill levels 
a decent enough challenge. 

‘The scenery is pleasant; snaking through 
steep mountain passes and wide open expanses 
of cattle-grazing land, Local drivers are not as 
crazy as elsewhere in the Philippines, showing 
‘more than a little patience and compassion to- 
ward their fellow motorists, 


Another classic driving road 

‘The Atimonan-Gumaca downhill in Quezon 
Province is another of these classic driving 
roads, but is something not for that fain 
heart. Used as a bypass for the infamous Doña. 
‘Aurora Quezon National Park zigzag, this road 
climbs sharply just after the outskirts of Atimo- 
nan then rhythmically kinks down to the sleepy 
seaside town of Gumaca, where the national 
highway is framed by cliffs on one side and the 
open ocean on the other. 

‘Take caution when driving this area at pace 
as though it may look desolate and deserted, 
people still cross the national highway with im- 
punity and the volume of trucking headed to 
and from Bicol is heavy and not very friendly. 
Highlights include a one plus kilometer stretch 
with a tightening right-hand bend and the myri- 
ad oflinked S-curves orchicanes that lead to the 
seaside, 


Consistently maintained 
Ranking third is the highway system of the 


locos region; something that must sound broad 
and very unspecific, but there is good reason for 
that: Nowhere else in the nation have I found a 
road network so consistently maintained. High- 
lights from the eastern part of the region in- 
clude the coastal highway near Vigan and Can- 
don, with the breathtaking views and the mean- 
dering tarmac. 

‘On the western side of the region, the roads 
leading up from Enrile to Tuguegarao pass 
through some of the eeriest semi-arid moon-, 
scape Гуе seen in the Philippines. The northern 
tip of the region is remarkable for the extensive 
section of elevated highway and the ascent in 
the Patapat Cliffs area. Please try to explore 
these areas at daytime, not really for safety's 
sake but for the remarkable vistas of waves lap- 
ping at the area's cliffs. 

Next week: The balance of the best driving 
roads for the past summer: two of the best climb- 
ing roads in the Philippines, one an obvious choice 
and the other not, where che fun rises with the ele- 
vation and the G-forces. 
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Your can earn more with 


| PSBank's HIGHER RATES 


SBMA chief executive Armand freeport to be able to cater to a 
C. Апела said 10 of ће projects broad spectrum of workforce," 
were related to tourism, seven in  Arreza said in a statement. 

services, six in warehousing and “We take pride in what our 
four in manufacturing. locators came here for—strate- 


finished goods. 


million were put in by foreign tructure, competitive incen- 
$3.4 million came from local 
investors. 


OTE r a SBMA data showed that the tries," Arreza said. 
Test PSBANK USTO «your name» <lanlne по. <email address> then send to 391-772 a E 3 
Tr Smart or 0917-8802327 for Gabe nd other networks. approved projects brought the The biggest of the newly ap- 
Leste EU e imde esti ыы iresten ) tora firms operating in the for. proved project in terms of invest. 


mer US military base to 669, 


printing services. 


Manufacturing Corp's $12-million Solut 
project in the manufacture, import vy's Café, J.P Automobile Tech- 
and export of semi-finished and 


Next were Subic Executive tribution, 
About 98 percent or $169.5 gic location, world class infras- Lofts Condominium Corp.'s 
$1.5-million project for build 
investors and the remaining tives, highly qualified work- ing and operating condomini- Greens & Blooms. 

force, and up to six-year tax um hotels; and Cover & Pages 
holiday for qualified indus- Corp.'s $l-million project in clude the projects of Jorgman 


The other projects approved ment, Jamecca Insurance Br 
in April were those of Interis- 
ment was Delta Production Philip- land Resorts and Services, Asi- 
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SBMA OKs deals worth $173M 


New facilites in tourism, services, manufacturing expected 


ture in the manufacturing, trading General Merchandise, Suntech 
and rental of aluminum scaffold- International, Shengkai, Flo- 


Ventures, Winstar Subic Dis- 
Mango Valley, Transtotal 
ns, Century Peak, Jan- 


зао 310000 55000 5100000 

1 month Er 00% 3.13% | 3.25% | 3.50%. By Ronnel W. Domingo with саана committed in- pines Corp.'s $155.7-million ven- apro Cooperative, Bonzette 
= z; vestments from 1992 reaching 

2 months im € nm iex THE SUBIC BAY METROPOLI- $3.5billion. 

3 months | 3.25 3.38% .38% | 3.69% tan Authority approved the regis- “We are trying to maintain а ings and rental of machinery for renz Store, Capital Exchange 

6 months | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.44% | 3.75% tration of 27 new projects worth broad spectrum of opportuni- ship repair. 

12 months| 3.38% | 3.44% | 3.50% | 3.88% | $173millioninAprilandMay. іез here in the Subic Bay Coming in second was Yienson play, 


nique Subic, AMT! Computers 
Subic, EA.C.E. Logistics & Dis- 

Freeport 
Meathouse, Tito Pak’s Grilled 
Chicken & BBQ and Velvet 


Others approved in May in- 


Construction and Develop- 


kers, Mechatro, Unitec Subic 
and Freeport Elite Resort. 


| Yes, its true! There's more to Hyundai Matrix | 
{ than just comfortable, versatile driving апа { 
‘great fuel economy. 
cre во ows нете | THE MATRIX CONVERTS 
engine performance of the compact multi- 
purpose vehicle, tho Hyundai Matrix CRDI 
Now better with improved exterior and interior 
styling, and comfort features. 


| They have experienced the power, 
| dependability and unbeatable fuel 
E efficiency of the Hyundai Matrix. 
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Fre you ready to teel tnat surge of power at 
i ils most economical? Drive the Matrix CRDi. 
i 
i 
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"Managing a business and a home at the same time taught me one 
thing - to budget. And the Matrix helps me minimize my expenses 
because it gives me more savings on fuel and maintenance." 


"As a doctor, | spend most of my time away from home. So | need 
a car that's spacious yet economical. That's why | love my Matrix, 
because among other compact cars, it gives me all I need - space, 
comfort, and the fuel efficient CRDi engine." 


i 


Mr. Hernando Naval Certified Public Accountant 


“I work with numbers all the time, so when it comes to cars, | always check 
on the mileage. When I brought my Hyundai Matrix to Baguio for a 3-day 
tour, | was amazed to find out that | only spent P1,500 on fuel. That's easily 
70% savings compared to my other sedan.” 
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Now it's your turn to be a convert. 
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AutoPacific names 
Hyundai the 2006 
Ideal Vehicle Brand 


* Inaugural Study Shows Hyundai 
Best Meets Customer Expectations 

+ Sonata and Santa Fe Also Win Top 
Category Honors 


Automotive research and consulting 
firm AutoPacific named Hyundai as the 
2006 Ideal Vehicle Brand. The Hyundai 
Sonata and Santa Fe also earned Ideal 
Vehicle awards for the premium midsize 
car and standard midsize sport utility 
segments 

 AutoPacific's first-ever Ideal Vehicle 
Awards (IVA) ranked auto manufactur- 
ers for how closely their 2006 model 
year cars or trucks came to matching 
‘owners’ expectations and criteria, The 
vehicles that customers said they would 
change the least were considered the 
most "ideal." 

"This award is the result of Hyundai's 
laser focus on listening to customer 
needs - and meeting those needs in our 
new product designs," said John Kraf 
cik, vice president, Product Develop- 
ment and Strategic Planning, Hyundai 
Motor America. "The Hyundai brand 
stands for industry-leading quality, su- 
perior standard safety technology, and 
great value - and that's a recipe we'll 
continue to build on to meet and exceed 
the expectations of our growing cus- 
tomer base." 

To determine the winners, AutoPacif- 
ic asked owners to rate their new car or 
truck on how close it came to "ideal" in 
the following arcas: exterior size; pas- 
senger roomincss; cargo space; driver's 
scat comfort; driver's seat visibility; in- 
terior technology; power; ease of getting, 
im and out; interior storage compart- 
ments; and tires and wheels, 

"With Hyundai being the top-rated 
brand in our first Ideal Vehicle Awards 
and having two vehicle segment wins, it 
has outscored all other brands in the 
U.S. market,” said AutoPacific's pre- 
sent, George Peterson. "Sonata hit the 
target for ideal exterior dimensions, pas- 
senger area and cargo space, and the 
Santa Fe came out ahead with solid 
numbers across the board. These results 
show that Hyundai’s planners, engi- 
neers and designers have paid close at- 
tention to what their customers want." 

The IVA ratings reflect input from 
buyers and lessees of new vehicles ac- 
quired from September 2005 through 
January 2006, with the exception of 
pickup trucks (which were not included 
in the study duc to body style differ- 
ences within each line). 

Earlier this month, J.D. Power and 
Associates announced that Hyundai is 
the number one non-premium nam 
plaie in the 2006 Initial Quality 
StudySM (IQS) and is number three 
among all nameplates. Hyundai owners 
had fewer problems with their vehicles 
than any other non-premium car or truck 
brand. 

In addition to Hyundai's strong over- 
all showing, the Hyundai Tucson earned, 
the trophy for the highest initial quality 
in the compact multi-activity vehicle 
segment while the redesigned Sonata, 
all-new Azera as well as the Elantra and 
Tiburon earned top three segment per- 
formances. Last year in the IQS, Tucson 
was named the highest quality all-new 
model launched in the industry. The IQS 
study measures 217 attributes, including 
ride/handling/braking, engine and trans- 
mission, and a broad range of defect and 
design problems reported by vehicle 
owners. 
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HO SAYS YOU HAVE TO 
Wi x= the night away to 

keep your heart pound- 
ing? As fans found out recently, all 
they needed to do was sit and ogle 
at scantily clad models and celebri- 
ties to break into a sweat and expe- 
rience spontaneous palpitation. 

For the first time since Bench started stag- 
ing its much-awaited biannual denim and un- 
derwear show six years ago, the homegrown 
retail brand drew inspiration from an unlikely 
venue: disco. 

Director Robby Carmona and his collabora- 
tors, which included some of the country's 
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irector 

bby 
Carmona 
and his 

> collaborators 
turned the 

. jam-packed 
Araneta 
Coliseum into 
their idea 
of a pulsating 
dance floor for 


‘Bench Fever’ 


leading fashion designers and celebrity 
stylists, turned the jam-packed Araneta Coli- 
seum Friday night into their idea of a pulsat- 
ing dance floor, complete with strobe lights, 
disco balls, go-go cages, giant projectors and 
a DJ's booth. 

Just like in previous shows, "Bench Fever" 
featured such crowd-drawers as Richard 
Gomez, Lucy Torres, Wendell Ramos, Diether 
Ocampo, Kristine Hermosa, Jay-R, Richard 
Gutierrez, Francine Prieto, Alessandra de 
Rossi and Jon Hall. 

‘They shared the spotlight with new recruits 
such as Rufa Mae Quinto, Zanjoe Marudo, 
Rafael Rosell, Sam Milby, Keanna Reeves and 
the inimitable Ai-Ai delas Alas, who again 
managed to steal the show with her “sleight- 
‘of-hand" tactics. 

Unlike in previous shows, Gomez, with his 
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VAPOR-PLUG FOR NASAL CONGESTION. 


A SCENTSIBLE FIRST 
FROM THE 
SINUS EXPERT! 


Plug-in to experience the 
soothing vapors of 
SINUCARE VAPOR-PLUG. 
This mini-waterless 
‘vaporizer contains menthol, 
eucalyptus, and peppermint 
to help relieve your 
discomfort when your nasal 
passages are congested due 
to allergies and colds. Feel 
and enjoy 8 hours of 
soothing comfort, be it 
daybreak or nightfall! 


Sinucare vapor-plugs and 
refill pads are now 
available in 
Mercury Drug 
and Watsons. 
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exposure. This time, in 

Bench icon, he appeared 
Alas, 

much the hen it came 

such as Sister Sled, The Vil 

They should have performed befo 

event, and not after when giddy fans had hi 


Candy-colored set 


too, Bench man: 


Zamora, Celine Lopez and Inquirer Super's 
Tim Yap. 

Since each personality worked around a 
particular theme, fans were able to savor vari- 
Gus flavors and nuances—from punk to Victo- 
rian, “Temptation Island" to “Flashdance,” su- 
per athlete to Superman—as the show pro- 


j gressed from one segment to another. 


Surprisingly, certain non-designers were 
able to hold their own against supposedly 
more seasoned couturiers. Fans probably 
cared little about acid-colored and beaded 
underwear that tended to look too gay. When 
it came to their objects of fantasy, they still 
preferred to see them in their “pristine” state 
sans glittery and over-the-top styling. 

Yap, for instance, overhauled the super- 
hero theme with on-target animé-inspired 
styling in the form of thigh-high boots, plastic 


BENCH'S main man Ben Chan takes a bow. 


skirts and bunny rabbit's ears. Too bad the 
flimsy capes failed to fly. 

Lopez had timing on her side, as she 
opened the show to a delirious crowd (some 
of whom had trooped to Cubao as early as 
noon to avoid the weekend traffic jam) with a 
fail-safe theme revolving around varsity play- 
ers decked in de rigueur medals and holding 
giant trophies. 

We could almost feel the "athletes" raging 
hormones as they dashed one after the other 
down the ramp. For some reason, however, 
Lopez failed to include such varsity staples as 
animated cheerleaders and jockstrap-clad 
musclemen as they decompressed in the lock- 
erroom. 
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But the evening's campiest and most un- 
predictable segment was Zamora's, which de- 
rived inspiration from Joey Gosiengfiao's 
"Temptation Island." 

In keeping with the potboiler's meandering 
storyline, Zamora chose to do away with an 
underlying look. Thus, her makeshift scarves, 
black berets, beaded bibs, knitted and layered 
tops һай. an ad-hoc’ quality to them that 
spelled fun. 

Perhaps, in an attempt to connect with 
young audiences (read: people who weren't 
born yet when the movie made a splash in the 
early 1980s), she kept her soundtrack reper- 
toire to "Manila Sound" classics by Hotdog 
and VST and Co. 


Striking images 

The pros, of course, were also able to con- 
jure striking images. Eala's all-black homage. 
to punk, for instance, was more couture than 
street fashion, with models wearing Mohawk 
wigs, chunky boots, studded bracelets and 
belts and lots of chains. 

Diaz-Ramos also came up with all-black 
pieces that featured  Victorian-inspired 
corsets, argyle gloves, ruffled collars, lacy rib- 
bons and dangling garter belts. Ortiz and Lau- 
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CHAN and the show's entire cast dance to the music of Sister Sledgo. 
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From page C2 


rel, on the other hand, opted for color and 
shine. 

While Ortiz channeled 1960s fashion with 
Pucci-inspired prints, bright leggings, beaded 
plackets and collars, Laurel opted for 1980s 
styling with beaded and cropped tops and 
bottoms made of stretch and striped fabric. 

Carmona wisely saved the best part—the 
brilliant Samson's reworked, fused and stud- 
ded denim pieces—for last. The segment also 
made for a fitting finale, as it featured the 
brand’s celebrity endorsers such as Ocampo, 
Ramos, Milby, Quinto, Marudo, Gutierrez and 
the Gomez couple. 

‘Amid bursts of fireworks and sprinkles of 
&onfetti, not a few fans shrieked with excite- 
ment as they caught sight of their favorite 
stars anew. To quote a line from one of 
Madonna's recent dance hits, everybody 
seemed all hung up on Bench. 


E-mail the author at avergara@inquirer 
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Advance learning 
with better memory 


/ 

Support your child's advance learning with 
new GainPlüs Advance! Better vision, better 
brain and now, better memory! 


Research shows that memory stimulates mental development by helping the brain. 
form new and faster connections, 


Help your child develop her memory skills by letting her exp: 
‘environments, objects and faces. You can also help, by giving her proper nutrition. 


New Gain Plus Advance! Now with the Advance Eye-Q Nutrition System! It's a 
unique system of nutrients - specially combined to provide vision, brain and memory 
support for advance learning 


Ask your doctor about the 
Advance Eye-Q Nutrition System 
Or call the Eye-Q Hotline: 
689-0545 and 1-800-10-888-EYE-Q 


Email us at eye-q.ph@abbort.com 


Better vision. Better brain. Better learning- 
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All of us can be heroes 


By Valerie Tan. 
2bUI Contributor 


RECENTLY, I WENT TO A GAWAD KALINGA 
seminar in MTQ. Gawad Kalinga 777 is an 
organization that aims to provide a so- 

lution to poverty in the Philippines 4 

by building 700,000 homes in ( 

7,000 communities in seven 

years, The homes come com- 

plete with a school and clinic in f° 

each community. 

At first, felt really out of place 
in the seminar. I was still in my PE. 
uniform and I was probably the on- 
ly teenager there. My cousin had 
asked me to come along to keep her compa- 
ny during the seminar; she was required to at- 
tend it for her class. She told me that the En- 
glishman who sold all his possessions and 
сате to live in the Philippines, Dylan Wills, 
маз going to be there. 

‘This man had always made me curious. 
‘Why on earth would the ninth richest man in 
the United Kingdom give up everything he 
had and live in the Philippines? Lets face it, I 
thought, ofall the places he could have decid- 
ed to ive in, why did he choose our country? 

But first, there was Gawad Kalinga, of 
which I was really impressed. It had already 
set up over a thousand houses in different ar- 
eas of the Philippines, turning slums into 
beautiful homes. Neighbors helped build each 
other's houses, together with GK volunteers. I 
‘was so amazed at the genius of tall. Finally a 
system that worked, [thought to myself. Thad 
to admit that the concept was so simple that 
you couldn't understand why nobody had 
thought of it sooner. I was impressed, all 
right, but not inspire 


Alarming passion 

Enter Dylan Wilks. Like everything in this 
talk, he was not what I had expected. I envi- 
sioned an old man who was looking for a rea- 
sonable cause to blow all his accumulated for- 
tune, or at least someone in his 40s who 
looked like he had burned out. 

But no, Wilks was a young, energetic Brit 
who hadn't even reached his 30s! 1 was 
alarmed at his passion for GK777. I'd assumed 
someone as young as he would be all fun, fun, 
fun, or all about success in his life. But here he 
‘was, millions of miles away from his home- 
town, encouraging us to join his cause. He 
said he had realized there was a difference be- 
tween pleasure and happiness. Pleasure. al- 
‘ways needed fuel, you always needed to 
recharge it, like buying clothes, toys, elec- 
tronics and whatnot. But happiness, he said, 
was so much deeper. That was what sparked 
him 'to look for organizations around the 
"world that would try to provide a solution to 
poverty. 

It was only in the Philippines, and only 
with Gawad Kalinga, where he thought peo- 
ple had found a proper solution. 

When he returned to the UK, he said, he 
looked at his brand-new BMW and he felt 
sick. Just one of the wheels of this car could 
buy two houses in the Philippines. Wilks sold 
his car and was able to make 80 houses out of 
the money. 

‘ened to him talk on how amazing 
the Philippines was, I couldn’t help but feel a 
pang of guilt. Here I was, a Filipino, sitting in 
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"BUM ROCKS" pays tribute to rock "n roll. 


Ёоск your шото 


CATCH ВИМ  EQUIPMENT'S FASHION 
concert on July 7, 6 p.m., at the SM City Open 
Carpark featuring ace endorser Danilo Barrios, 
LJ Reyes, together with its newest image mod- 
els Iwa Moto, Rico Barreira and Glaiza de Cas- 
tro. Titled "Bum Rocks,” the show will also 
have 6cyclemind as the show's guest band. 

Bum Equipment, the label for trendy and 
funky individuals who dare to be different, in- 
troduces its latest collection of cutting-edge 
pieces. Bum Rocks pays tribute to the 
decades-old musical genre that has been cele- 
brated the world over—rock n roll. 

Key pieces include cotton tees in basic 
blacks. Whites and hints of red make for a per- 
fect statement with prints that are both catchy 
and intricately designed. Midriff tops and ba- 
by tees for ladies are sexy, daring and takes on 
interesting fabric treatment and detailing. 

‘Tribal emblems dominate this season’s pat- 
terns in contrasting colors. Adding an inter- 
esting feminine twist to these pieces are sub- 
Че appliqués of lace and studded embellish- 
ments. Bum Equipment’s washed-out tees al- 
so sport added colors such as cool blues, re- 
freshing greens and sweet pinks. 

‘The bomber jacket completes these rock- 
star outfits, The usual army or denim jacket is 
redefined by de-stressing them and utilizing 
Old English patchwork for added texture. 
One can also opt to layer light long-sleeved 
shirts to create urban ensembles. 
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Philippine soil and listening to a foreigner say 
how beautiful my country was. Obviously, 
something was wrong here. As I sat there, I 
couldn't help but think: this is a man with not 
a drop of Filipino blood in him, and yet he 
‘was speaking as if he'd be insulted if 

he were anything but. 


Wretched 
| — Lfeltwretched. Whatkind of 
a citizen was Ito have to be en- 
couraged to help my fellow 
countrymen by a foreigner? I 
Ў listened to him talk about my 
country my people. 1 couldnt 
help but feel a sting in my eyes as I 
listened to him speaking with such pride, 
such love and such passion for Filipinos. A 
passion which, I was ashamed to admit, I 
didn't have. 

“Filipinos are very special,” Wilks told us. 
“They have something very unique about 
them that makes them stand out.” 

When you drop a piece of gold on the 


“ie Tobeyo™ 


ground, he said, after 400 years when you 
pick it up, you won't see the gold. You see the 
dirt. Filipinos are all pieces of gold. But be- 
cause of all the crises in our lives, when we 
lookat ourselves, all we see is the dirt. 

Wilks also told us of this 10-year-old Fil- 
ipino boy who lived in Texas. He believed in 
GK777 so much that he thought if he sold his 
drawings to everyone he met, he would be 
able to set up a house. The boy was not only 
able to donate one house, but three, as well as 
aschool. 

Well, if he could do it—and all the way 
from Texas—I could do it. 

Gawad Kalinga has inspired me to look for 
the gold. I want to help rebuild the nation, 
unite the Filipinos and ultimately rid our- 
selves of the plague of poverty. Gawad Kalin- 
ga has shown me that this is possible. With 
the spirit of bayanihan by our side, I believe 
we can rise again. Ninoy Aquino said the Fil- 
ipino is worth dying for, but he is worth living 
for as well. As the GK777 motto says, “Every 
Filipino can be a hero.” 


Gawad Kalinga is showing the way for all Filipinos 
to work for the betterment of our country 
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"At the Hong Kong Shopping Festival, 
everyone is а shopaholic! 
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These products can make your skin look fairer 
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Start reimbursing! 


Stop worrying. 


Turn your receipts into cash with the 
Equitable Card Multi-Purpose <-Рац Installment Plan 


Reimburse your travel, school, and other expenses 
and pay on installment for as low as 1.25% per month for 12 months. 
You can aiso choose from our flexible payment terms 
of 3, 6, 18 and 24 months. 
Hurry! Apply now and turn your receipts into cash! 


D 867-7977 
1-800-1888-3264 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
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Skin-and- -body 


Y SKIN COLOR IS SO 

pale, you'd think I was the 

last person who would 
slap and slather on 
whitening creams 
and lotions. Add to 
that my perpetual 
aspiration to be tan, 
and there's your li- 
cense to believe that 
you will never find 
any whitening prod- 
uct in my cabinet. 

But Гуе decided to join 
the lightening bandwag- 
on for a practical reason: 
Tm attending a friend's 
wedding in a month and 
am planning to wear а neutral-colored 
dress that requires a luminous, translucent 
complexion. 

My kind of "fair" is in no way luminous, 
at least right now. It’s more of the kind of 
whiteness that compels people to ask if Tve 
gotten enough sleep or if I'm on the verge of 
influenza. In short, 1am more pale than fair, 
and I want to turn my complexion the other 
way around. 

Lucky for me I already have tons of prod- 
ucts in my own collection to choose from, 
and the only step 1 need to take is to actually 
startusing them! 


s 


i 


Lora 
Gahol 


Face 

Due to an unfortunate incident with a 
high-end whitening line, I am now most 
careful at choosing what will touch every- 
thing above my neck. One of the few that 
made the cut is my all-time go-to skincare 
range, Shu Uemura Moisture Recovery. So 
when the geniuses up at the Shu HQ re- 
leased the new and improved White Recov- 
ery EX line, I was more than happy to treat 
myself to it 

After cleansing, 1 start with a cotton pad 
saturated with the Whitening Lotion swept 
all over my face and neck. During the day, 
when my skin is prone to oiling up (espe- 
cially in higher tempera- 
tures), T use the 
Refresh variety 
for a tingly, cool- 
ing wake-me-up. 
At bedtime (when 


yucky grease), 1 1 
switch to moisture- 
packed Enrich that instantly smoothens 
and plumps my skin. 

‘Then I take two pumps of the Whitening: 
Essence, a concentrated, powerful serum 
that erases dark spots and discoloration 
with regular use, and massage it onto my 
skin, concentrating more on my post-zit 
marks. The lightness of the product betrays 
its richness, so don't apply more than you 
should. 


do 


MÀ 


YOUR PROBLEM: 


EXCESS FALLING HAIR 


SVENSON'S HAIR LOSS Rx: 


Hair Reinforcer 


whiteners in a jiffy 


Next is moisturizing. The instructions on 
the products say both should be used, one 
after the other, but it’s left to your discre- 
tion and your skin type if you want to layer 
them or use one ata time, 
Because I'm not too keen 
on having too many 
products on my face, I 
use only the lighter 
Whitening Emulsion dur- 
ing the day. love this wa- 
tery moisturizer, which is 
smooth and non-sticky. 1 
mix equal parts of the 
emulsion and light liquid 
foundation (1 like LOreal 
True Match in Golden 
Beige)—instant tinted 
moisturizer! 

At night, 1 use the 
Whitening Cream, a surprisingly fresh 
cream-gel that seems to lull me to sleep 
with its aromatic scent. 

Iwould recommend it for those with dri- 
er skin during the day—its richer than the 
emulsion but is nowhere near greasy. 

Once a week, I use the White Recovery EX 
Mask for a 15-minute brightening boost. 


Body 
For my bath, I've started using Likas Pa- 
paya soap, a true whitening 
classic that’s still around 
because it works. I try to 
follow it up with a scrub- 


dig, 
¥ bing session with a loofah 


Sow | or bath lily, as I'm nota very 
"Uus big fan of bathing with just 


soap and want the shower- 
gel experience. 

Once or twice a week, 1 use 
Эш St, Ives Whitening Apricot 
[же | Scrub, especially оп my elbows 
and knees. This gentle exfoliant 
is definitely an all-around prod- 

uct! 

Though not always a big fan of body lo- 
tion (especially when it's too hot), I'm very 
comfortable using Loreal Body Expertise 
Whitening Lotion, which doesn’t leave a 
shiny, oily film on my body. I've also noticed 

how my skin not only looks more 

д translucent but is much 
smoother. 

In the evening, 1 go the extra- 

{ mile by using whitening care up 


ee cicer at to my armpits! I'm now a big fan 
UMEN EO ц of Nivea Night Wightening De- 
Aci MN odorant, an ingenious product 
cov gig oes d a ar that cares for your pits while you 


sleep. That's just thinking of ev- 
erything, now, isn't itl 

OF course, for the rest of my body, I use 
Nivea Night Whitening Body Lotion for its 
comfortable, cushy texture that's instantly 
absorbed by my skin. 

Shu Uemura is avaialable at Rustan's 
Makati and Shangri-La Plaza; Likas, St. 
Ives, Loreal and Nivea at PCX, Watson's and 
department stores. 


E-mail the author at lora_gahol@ya- 
hoo.com 


LANDER Bubble 
Bath 


Bubble 
bath for 


mom 


GIVE MOM THE SPA 
experience every 
time she takes a bath 
with Lander Bubble 
Bath. Lander Bubble 


2006 "Pet GOH A a абоз Sees 208 


Ultra-Remedy 


Do you see more fallen hair strands on your pillow 
or every time you shower or style your hair! End your 
hair loss worries at Svenson and stop severe fallout with 


Bath is perfect for 
moms as they are 
available in different 
fragrances—Aloe Ve- 
ra, Milk & Honey, 


Hair Reinforcer Ultra-Remedy. It will strengthen your | Raspberry Sorbet, 
brittle strands, protect your hair from excessive shedding Tangerine — Cream, 
and maintain its naturally lush look. lavender Chamo- 


mile, Tropical Es- 
You don't have to suffer from hair oss, Take the | 28708 мшш il 
effective Svenson solution for your falling hair problem | surely enjoy the soft. 
and look forward to more lushness and thickness, | supple and fragrant 
Call Svenson for a FREE hair and scalp check-up. skin that Lander 
gives. Get Lander 
Bubble Bath at all 


WOMEN AT. leading — supermar 
Svern SOK kets and department 
eus acted stores — nationwide. 

Ena our Har Loss Misery Todar Landers horn Amer 


ica's leading manu 
facturer of quality 
and value health and 
beauty care prod 
ucts. 
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BUSINESS HAS BEEN USUALLY 
viewed as dog-eat-iog, a con- 
stant competition and position- 
ing to get the ultimate goal of 
profit. But this view is now being 
challenged and redefined in the 
business communities all over the 
‘world, as companies realize that 
more than making profits, busi- 
ness must be able to effect posi- 
tive changes in society trough 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR). 
Although definitions vary 
among companies and practition- 
ers, CSR has been defined by the 
World Business Council for Sus- 
tainable Development as “the 
continuing commitment by busi- 
ness to behave ethically and con- 
tribute to economic development 
while improving the quality of 
life of the workforce and their 
families as well as of the local 
community and society at large." 
In the Philippines, CSR can be 
traced to the Filipinos’ psyche, ac- 
cording to Lydia Sarmiento-En- 
rile, the League of Corporate 
Foundations (LCF) advisory 
‘council member and chairperson 
of Sarmiento Foundation. 
“Giving to others and helping 


to the 


Rd 


others is very much a part of our 
culture. While we want to earn 
for our family, we treat our em- 
ployees as part of our family and 
we view the community as our 
extended family” Sarmiento 
said. 

“How do you define CSR? We 
were doing it way before; we do it 
by example until a technical term 
was coined,” she added. 


CSR evolution 

The unique and progressive 
Philippine CSR experience will be. 
the focus of the LCF CSR Expo 
2006 “Let's Take CSR to Heart" on. 
July 5-7, 2006 at the Every Na- 
tion Leadership Institute, Bonifa- 
cio Global City, Taguig (between 
Market! Market! and Internation- 
al School Manila). LCF will en- 
gage all levels of business-CEOs, 
middle management and rank 
and file employees-to embrace 
CSR as part of doing business. 

Like the LCF organization it- 
self, the theme and thrusts of the 
annual Expo has evolved over the 
years, as more companies join 
LCP to unite for the common 
cause of giving system-wide busi- 
ness solutions to social problems. 
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Since its formal inception in 
1996, LCF has helped transform 
the competitive nature of busi- 
ness by finding a common, uni 
ing goal: doing good by synergiz- 
ing programs on education, 
health, environment, enterprise 
development, arts and culture, 
disaster relief and management, 
community development, capaci- 
ty building, advocacy and institu- 
tion building. 

“We know the language of the 
company and we know the lan- 
guage of the development soci- 
ery. And we believe we can bridge 
the gap,” LCF president and Mi- 
rant Philippines Foundation exec- 
utive director Bobby Calingo 
said. 

On July 2003, LCF held its first 
CSR Expo “Ka Parmer Ka!" in 
honor of its partnership with vari- 
ous sectors of society. The 2004 
CSR Expo "May Bukas Ka, Bata!” 
farther aligned LCF's main thrust 
of ensuring the future of the next 
generation of Filipino leaders. By 
2005, LCF moved CSR to a new 
level and heid the CSR Expo "Be- 
yond Giving: Business Solutions 
to Social Problems" to signal its 
move to go beyond dole-outs and 


simple donations to sustainable 
and system-wide business solu- 
tions. 

Now the CSR Expo 2006, with 
the theme “Lers take CSR to 
Heart”, aims to incorporate CSR. 
їп all levels of businesses in the 
Philippines by involving the 
CEOs, middle management and 
rank-and-file employees. 

"At the CSR Expo 2006, the 
LCF shares with its members and 
the public its unique, ten years- 
worth of direct experiences in 
building communities and brands 
through sustainable and strategic 
CSR,” CSR Expo 2006 chairper- 
son and Petron Foundation exec- 
utive director Malu Erni said. 

“CSR is a practice that contin- 
ues to be defined and refined. 
‘Companies which engage in CSR 
must be willing to change mind- 
sets and practices, even as they 
sharpen their focus on the core 
values by which they anchor their 
response to the needs of society. 
In doing so, they are able to make 
CSR the soul of the company and 
every member of the organiza- 
tion an embodiment of what the 
company stands for socially,” Erni 
added. 


zg 


Leadership and transformation 

By encouraging its members to 
pioneer innovative CSR practices 
to bridge businesses and commu- 
nities, LCF assumes the leadership 
role in making more small, medi- 
um and large companies realize 
the importance of CSR. 

“Before, CSR was peripheral, 
now its part of the way we do 
business. CSR is not just the job of 
the foundations; it must be inte- 
grated in the company culture and 
practice. CSR is business recogniz- 
ing its role in the country,” Calingo 
said. 

Local and international CSR 
practitioners and experts will con- 
verge during the LCF CSR Expo 
2006 to tackle important CSR is- 
‘sues in the Philippines and other 
parts of the world. Among the no- 
table international participants 
are Dr. Emmett Carson, president 
and CEO of The Minneapolis 
Foundation and former chairman 
of the Council on Foundations, 
(USA); Мйеета Noble, United 
Nations resident coordinator in 
the Philippines; Bob Grove, man- 
aging director for Southeast Asia, 
Edelman Singapore; Anne-Maree 


When you come to think of it, the Filipino has always been taking CSR to heart. 
Bayanihan, pagmamalasaskit, pakikipag-kapwa-tao: values that are at 


the heart of Filipino culture are the values that 
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Huxley, founder of Models of Suc- 
cess and Sustainability and direc- 
tor of CSR Summit 2005 (Aus- 
tralia); and Duncan Power and 
John Winkett, executive director 
‘and deputy director of Charities 
Aid Foundation (Australia). 
Meanwhile, Jose Leviste, chait- 
man, president and CEO of Mirant 
Philippines; Nicasio Alcantara, 
chairman of Peron Corporation; 
Edgar Chua, chairman of Market- 
ing Association of the Philippines 
and county manager of Shell 
companies in the Philippines; and 
Femando Zobel de Ayala, presi- 
dent and COO of Ayala Corpora- 
tion are among the many promi- 
nent names in business that will 
participate in the CSR Expo. 

“Industry collaboration, even 
among competitors can lead to 
strong movement that can achieve 
tremendous synergy and high-lev- 
el results in reducing or eliminat- 
ing social problems," LCF chair- 
person and Ayala Foundation 
president Vicky Garchitorena 
said. 

“We want to come up with solu- 
tions that are sustainable, system- 
wide and measurable, Calingo 
said. 


чети PR PTT 


Mirant Philippines’ strategic partnership with the League of Cor- 
porate Foundations (LCF) in this year's CSR Expo is a committed. 
of our corporate philosophy that corporate sustain- 


expression 


have inspired generations of Filipinos to give, selflessly and unconditionally, so that others may live. Whether its earning 
for their families or helping to build their communities, the Pinoy spirit of giving isa giving from the heart. 

Tt is this same spirit of giving that inspires the member-organizations of the League of Corporate Foundations (LCF) to be 
the vehicles of Corporate Social Responsibility of the Philippine business sector, synergizing the resources of our parent com- 
panies to provide innovative, sustainable business solutions to poverty and the myriad problems besetting our people today: 

As we present this yea’ edition of the CSR Expo, the League looks forward to future where ай Filipino companies integrate 
the generations-o tradition of Pinoy giving to the mainstream of their business practice, acquiring for their organizations aliv- 
ing, breathing, giving Pinoy heart. 

Welcome, partners and friends in Pinoy giving, to CSR Expo 2006 Let’ all take CSR to heart. 


(Sgd.)MA. VICTORIA P GARCHITORENA (Sgd.) MARILOU G. ERNI 
Chairperson Chairperson 
League of Corporate Foundations CSR Expo 2006 Steering Committee 


ability is inextricably linked with our country's sustainable devel- 
‘opment. Mirant has integrated CSR into our core business, imple- 
menting programs where we can make a significant and long- 
term impact, consistent with the government's national priorities, 
such as Mirant’s Project BEACON, our barangay electrification 
program. I commend LCF with its leadership position in the advo- 


- cacy of transforming institutions into socially responsible organi- 


zations and I enjoin the business leaders of our country to contin- 
ue stepping up and working collaboratively into developing sus- 
tainable solutions towards national development. 


(Sgd.) JOSE P LEVISTE JR 
Chairman, President 
and CEO of Mirant Philippines 
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You've got a friend in Coke Barkada 


GRowIne UR DO YOu REMEM- 
Der the people who supported 
‘you through life and the pains of 
growing up? The people who 
“Stood by you in times of trouble, 
{Who laughed with you at funny 
Jokes and life's unexpected twists 
Sand turns? The people who you 
“promised to remain friends with 
Дог the rest of your life? They're 
"none other than your barkada. 
Tes true that who you choose as 
friends moulds the kind of person 
ge you will be. The old adage 
Sell me who your friends are and 
ДЇ tell you who you are” rings 
‘Hue. We learn about life from the 
People we can relate to the most, 
für friends and barkadas. 
Coca-Cola Philippines, 
through the Coca-Cola Founda- 
tion, knows how important it is 
to support the youth of today. As 


future leaders of the country, 
they need all the encouragement 
and guidance that they can get 
in order to grow up as deter- 
mined and strong-willed indi- 
viduals who are patriotic, civic 
minded and have genuine con- 
cern for others. 

Support and assistance comes 
in the form of Coke Barkada, the. 
Foundation’s newest program 
that aims to harness the idealism 
and energy of the youth to make 
them active participants in na- 
tion building. Coke Barkada has 
held several activities to engage 
the youth in its quest. The first of 
these activities was the GimiCon 


(short for Gimik Conference) 


held last September 9 and 16, 
2005 at the Executive Dining 
Room of the San Miguel Corpo- 
ration head office complex. This 


event launched the Coke Barka- 
da Program. 

Another activity was the first 
ever Coke Barkada Grand Gimik 
last May 26, 2006 at the La Mesa 
Reforestation Area and UP Dili- 
man. The Grand Gimik was a 
whole-day event that gathered 
six hundred students from 19 
universities and colleges. It was 
а day of meaningful learning 
and of exhibiting passion for 
Mother Earth and the environ- 
ment. This celebration was filled 
with fun, beginning with tree 
planting at La Mesa, continuing 
on with interactive workshops at 
the UP Lagoon area, and ending 
with rocking good performances 
at a concert to cap the biggest, 

‘one-of-a-kind gimik for 
ino youth. 

The Coke Barkada is also a co- 


presenter of the TAYO awards. 
This is an annual nationwide 
search for the Ten Accomplished 
Youth Organizations or TAYO. 
TAYO was initiated by the Na- 
tional Youth Commission to rec- 
ognize, reward and encourage 
youth efforts in nation building. 
At the core of the Coke Barkada 
Program is the Barkadahan 
Grant which provides funding to 
university youth organizations 
to enable them to implement 
volunteer/outreach projects 
about issues that concern them. 
Through the Barkadahan Grant, 
organizations from various col- 
Jeges and universities were able 
to implement their own planned 
programs like tutorials, mobile 
libraries, livelihood skills train- 
ing, and other activities for the 
benefit of their less-fortunate 


fellow youth. In the past, the or- 
ganizations found it difficult to 
get funds. Much of their time 
was spent on fund-raising, leav- 
ing them little opportunity to ac- 
tually implement the projects. 
With the grant they were able to 
put into action the projects 
which they had been planning 
fora long time. The Barkadahan 
Grant took out the burden of 
finding funds and removed the 
need for extra effort in looking 
for sponsors. They were able to 
fully concentrate on improving 
their projects. Now that’s sup- 
port from a true friend. 

Coke Barkada friends also 
have a special avenue for them 
to spend time and talk about 
things that matter to them. The 
Coke Tambayan isa virtual gath- 
ering place for young people 


looking to connect with each 
other and share ideas on how to 
make a difference in their com- 
munities. Itis a website that con- 
tains information on the Coke 
Barkada and features on inspir- 
ing youths and barkadas. You 
can be with the barkada online 
through www.cokebarka- 
da.com. This website will also be 
a sign-up venue for Coke Barka- 
da special events and other vol- 
unteering opportunities. It hosts 
an on-line forum to facilitate 
sharing of views and experi- 
ences related to youth and citi- 
zenship. And even with all these, 
the Coke Barkada program has 
only just begun. There are more 
programs and activities in the 
works for the Filipino youth, 
from the barkada they can al- 
ways count on! 


When 


advertising 


business 


meets CSR 


CARE BEARS, DO-GOODERS, 
bleeding hearts. At the office, they 
call us all these things. We also call 
ourselves the 'beg ladies’, because 
our clients usually have no money 
so we have to ask friends and suppli- 
ers to give us extra friendly rates. 
We've offended woodcutters, reli 
gious groups and government offi- 
cials. But we go ahead and do what 
we do anyway. 

Because along the way, we've 
helped gather a million signatures 
against logging, raised awareness 
for family planning, AIDS and teen. 


sexuality, and pricked quite а 
few voter consciences. 

We are Campaigns Social 
Response, or CSR. In previ- 
ous lives, we did ads for 
soap, shampoo, juice and 
dishwashing liquid. Today, 
we work mostly with foun- 
dations, NGO's and govern- 
ment agencies. But happily, 
we're also meeting our old 
clients again; this time be- 
cause the soap and shampoo 

makers are getting more in- 
volved in advocacy. 

We like to think of ourselves as a 
bridge between business and devel- 
‘opment work—we connect compa- 
nies to causes, and earn them some 
goodwill from their customers. 
‘Then we bring marketing and ad- 
vertising insights to the more aca- 
demic NGO's. There's much to be 
learned from both worlds. 

We do what we do because we 
can. We've successfully sold millions 
of bottles of Downy and 202, and 
along the way, we learned how to 
talk to mothers and teenagers. 
When we worked on laundry ac- 


counts, we learned that women feel 
beholden to their husbands because 
the men are the breadwinners. 
‘When we worked on family plan- 
ning, we realized that this was the 
same reason why wives feel they 
‘cannot refuse their husbands sex, 
even when they are afraid they will 
get pregnant again. So the ad ‘Gis- 
ing’ was born, which showed wom- 
en that it's ok to take charge of their 
bodies. 

We do what we do because we 
should. There is much to be done in 
our country, and we can't wait for 
government to do it all. And in the 
end, every Filipino that is better ed- 
ucated, better fed and better cared 
for will be another potential cus- 
tomer for our mainstream clients. 

"Вер ladies, do-gooders, un- 
caped crusaders. Call us what you 
will, well keep doing what we do 
because we love it. 

By Marilyn Villapando and 
Rocky Sanchez Tirona. Marl is the 
COO while Rocky is the MD and Head 
of Creative. Together with Chairper- 
son Yoly Ong, they run Campaigns 


PAGAR Foundation Imes 
Empowering lives 
at the community 


PASAR FOUNDATION WAS LAUNCHED IN 
May 2005. In July, the Board of Trustees and Of- 
ficers had a 2-day strategic planning activity in 
Cebu City with Ramon Aboitiz Foundation, Inc. 
(RAFN) facilitating the milestone activity. The 
three focus areas ofthe foundation were educa- 
tion, environment and enterprise support. The 
foundation will be working in the municipali- 
ties of Isabel, Palompon and Merida (ISPAME) 
in Leyte province -- communities in and around 
the company's area of operation. 

Some of the projects of the foundation were а 
math laboratory and equipment grant to Mat- 
lang National High School in Isabel, Leyte under 
the Applied Academics for Excellence Program. 
(APEX) in parmership with the Department of 
Education, grant in the construction of 25 low 
cost houses for the urban poor in partnership 
with Gawad Kalinga in Isabel, Leyte, and, a 
coastal resource management project in 2 fisher- 
folk associations in two barangays in partnership 


with the local government unit of Palompon, 
Leyte co-funded by the Swiss Agency for Cooper- 
ation and Development through the Embassy of 
Switzerland in Manila. 

It was in the second half of year 2005 when 
PFI was inducted as a member of the League of 
Corporate Foundation (LCF), a network organi- 
zation of more than 50 corporate foundations in 
the Philippines. Also as part of institution build- 
ing, PFI applied for accreditation in the Philip- 
pine Council for NGO Certification (PCNC), а 
BIR-recognized clearing and accrediting body 
for non-government organization. 

Believing in the credo "teach a man how to 
fish and he will live foreover, give a man a fish 
and he will live for a day", the foundation. 


tates linkages/partnerships among stake- 
holders to strengthen local capacities towards 
empowered communities and improvement 
in the quality of life. 


Refreshment 
in every 
à color 
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Mirant Philippines chairman calls on business: 
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community to step-up CSR efforts 


J.P LEVISTE JR., CHAIRMAN, PRESIDENT AND CEO 
of Mirant Philippines called on business leaders to fur- 
ther step up the corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
programs of their respective companies to comple- 
ment governments efforts to hasten the country's so- 
cio-economic development. 

“We must properly harness the resources of large 
ahd small business enterprises alike to help govern- 
ment expedite its programs to bring socio-economic 
prosperity to the country and uplift the lives of Fil 
ipinos," Leviste said. He adds that member corpora- 
tions of the League. of Corporate Foundations (LCF), 
of which Mirant is a leading member, have excellent 
CSR programs--totaling billions of pesos throughout 
the years-that have significantly uplifted socio-eco- 
nomic conditions in the country. 

Leviste points out that the combined resources of the 
country’s most profitable corporations, if properly utilized 
will make an impact on the county’ development. 


“I would like to call on my colleagues in the busi- 
ness community, especially those which are doing 
well, to further step up their CSR efforts and continue 
to channel resources to high-impact areas such as in- 
frastructure, education and other fields that will fur- 
ther the country’s global competitiveness,” he said. 

Mirant Philippines has poured in over P1 billion for 
the electrification of rural communities, providing ac- 
cess to electricity to over 1,000 barangays. The pro- 
gram, which has been cited by President Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, is being undertaken in coordination 
with the Department of Energy headed by Secretary 
Raphael PM Lotilla. The present administration is 
‘working to achieve full barangay electrification by the 
year 2008. Mirant's commitment to help government 
fully energize the country was reiterated to President 
‘Arroyo by Edward Muller, chief executive officer of 
Mirant Corp. during a recent Manila visit. 

"Integrating CSR into a company's business plan 


certainly makes good strategic sense,” says Leviste. 
He stresses that investing in strategic CSR programs 
will help foster socio-economic development, which 
ultimately may reflect in improved markets for busi- 
nesses. "More than its strategic value, it is everyone's 
duty, especially those who are doing well, to give 
something back to the country.” 

Leviste explains that this year's CSR expo of the LCF 
will give the country's top corporations the opportuni- 
ty to “synchronize CSR efforts” in order to maximize 
its impact on national development. 

Likewise, the event will also spread and highlight 
the importance of CSR, especially to businesses which 
are considering integrating it into their business plan. 

“At this crucial stage in our country's development, we 
hope there will be more and more companies that will 
realize the significance of pitching in and doing their 
share in bringing genuine economic development to the 


Philippines and hasten the country’s rise,” said Leviste. JOEY Leviste 


Juan in wonderland 


Children who have literally 


been kept in the dark can finally travel to 


A 


far away lands even at night. Mirant's Project BEACON 
(Barangay Electrification Assistance for Countryside 


Development) undertakes the electrification of 500 


additional barangays nationwide, proceeding the completion 
of the electrification of 1,000 barangays. It's the beginning 
of a new life for these Filipino children. With electricity, they 
now have the power to change their lives and join the 


mainstream of Philippine development. 


PROJECT BEACON 

The largest corporate social responsibility program ever carried out by a single 
private corporation in the country. The project, which is being implemented by 
Mirant Philippines Foundation, the social development arm of Mirant Philippines, 
supports the O-Ilaw Program of the Department of Energy. 
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What 
dreams 
may соте... 


The Metrobank Foundation College 
Scholarship Program opens doors 
to а fulfilling future. 


METROBANK FOUNDATION, INC. 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
CLASS 2006 SCHOLARS 


ASSISTANCE FOR THE COMPLETION OF COLLEGE 
EDUCATION FOR SUPERIOR STUDENTS (ACCESS) 
ABARCA, Jahn Christian А MOC) 

AUNDANU, Joselito A. UE) - Cum Laude 

APOSTOL ya Comi 5 DDC] - Com Laude. 
BAKONG Omar set D. (NOU) 

BANOGOH. Reinhart O. SU] - Cum Laude 
8010205 Katrina Nera M WAMU) 

‘CARDING, Gian Cario $ [SIC ~ Academie Distinction 
CARPON, ny ЖА (MOCI 

САБТМА, Nave (USA = Cum Laude. 

DEL ROSARIO. Mario is C (LSU) 

DELFIN, ми D. (FEU) 

DUCLAYAN Hien Mae M (SUI 

ERUENCAN, Med A (UST) 

GALLEGO, Naomi S GU) 

IGNACIO, Кемип ste S [ce] 

INOCENCIO, sk V СЫЛ 

LAGMAN, foy N. (NOU) 

UZADA бте А DLSU) 

LOPEZ, Angee E (SI-A) 

MAMAC, Mark GN M. [ADU] - Com aude 
MENDOZA, Ate 8. ISU) 

MERCENE, Ronald Cwistopher R. (UST) Cum taude 
OTARRA, Grace. (USA). 

PLATON: Mero Z SOC - Academie Distinction 
ROSALES, Juvy P. (SUU) = Cum Lae 

ЗІМА Leza Marie P. (USA) 

TIAMPRE V Rosai, DU] 

TOTANES, Henri LOCI 

VILAMOR, Kata C. USC] - Com Lade. 
VIUAROSA, Ma. Rongi G. (USA) 


EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING PROGRAM (ETP) 
BILLONES, Valerie Алле В INS] - Cum Lade 
BULINGAN, Patria © [SL] - Cum Laude 
CABICO, Grace F MMSUI 

DESPARLADERAS, Jenne MSU) 
ERMINO, Sin P. (NOMU) - Magna Com Laude 
GUEVARRA, Peter Рал В PHU) 

JALANI бте, OSU) 

AERA, Aver [NOW 

REGIDOR, Mikael Y (NUSU) Cum Laude 
RODRIGUEZ tani R, [UP 

НАНО Arny R. SPUP) 

‘SIVA fan C (UNU) - Con Laude 

T Kmpang, Mo. Carolina А (PNU) - Cun Laude 
VARGAS, JG (NOMU) 


GRANTS IN AID OF COLLEGE EDUCATION (GRACE) 
ARANE, Сой Dave P. [UU 

AALA Benedicto L IMSEJ) 

BACANI Копко C. (UB) 

BALL Love L (HAU 

CAMACHO, Janine P. CEU Malls] 

CARATING, Arme Joy R (CIC) 

DE LEON, Hannan L (CPU) - Cum Lade. 
STRADA, Bernie aU) 

‘GONZALES, Merce 5. (U8) 

JAYME, Joy Мале M. (CPU) - Com Laude 
JSON, Ee een C [CEU Malos] 
LANDICHO, Mark Avin L IMSEUF - Magna Cum Laude 
LUSTERO, Ange А (MSEUR. 

МАТАП, Krstne Bernadette B (MI) 
OBISPO, Rowena G.(CEU-Malols] 

PADILLA, шау б. (HAU) 

SILVA Maria Jessica C.M) 

ИША Shyne V. (CPU) - Cum Lade. 

TORRES Ма, tae S (OC) Summa Cum Laude 
ZAPANTA, Civ L (HAU) 


PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO (PGMA) 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
BALANGUE, Lowela B. PUP) - Com Laude 
CABERO, Jenesses A ПОН 

DE GUZMAN, Roland А (TUP) 

ENRIQUEZ, каг (PUP) 

FUENTES, arta V. ТИР) 

MAGNO, ance С. ПШ - Com Laude 
MAN. Jeet Mare 2 (TUP) 

COO, Bane В (PUP) 

ТАНОШАМ, Jacqueline В. (TUP) 


PARTNER SCHOOLS. 


ACCESS 
Atenco de Dno University (DUI 
‘ene de ania ттеп ААШ 
Centro Escala Urey CEU) 

De La Sate Unversity (DSU) 

Far Eastern Unversity [UI 

Mania Doct Coleg (MOCI 

Notre Dame Unies (NOU) 

Sain aus Unnerity SUJ 

San Beda Clee SEC) 

Siman Unies SU) 

Umversity of San Agustin (USA) 
onec of Son Carios [USC 
Unversity of San опе еса, [US] 
over еу (4 


ЕР 
Leyte Norma eit AUI. 
Dome of Marbe Unversiy МОМО 

Phone Нотта Unersty (PHU) 

Sort ous Univer SU] 

‘St Paul Unrest Phppnes (PUP 
State esty (WSU) 
dono Ste Unversity WMS) 


enco de ago University (Aa) 
Cent Pp Uwe (CPU) 

Cento Geor Оте ICL-Malls) 
Colege of ненасилие Сопот (CIC) 

оү Ange! Unnenity MAUI 

Lenie Normal йттелиү iu) 

Manue! S Ever Univerty Foundation (МББ 
apa estate al fechotoy AT] 

боелду Вазо IUA) 


POMA 
Томе Univers of ie Рорк (PUP 
леа ода! Uns of e Pipes (TUP) 


"Everyone wants to be successful. But | believe that success isn't Just for 
oneself. Is for others as well" 

He's only 21 years old, but Ronald Christopher Mercene, Arcee for short, has 
а fitm grasp of what success really is. Graduating Cum Laude from the University 
of Santo Tomas with a degree in BS Computer Science, this former Metrobank 
Foundation scholar has dreams of one day owning his own software company. Out 
of а long list of names, his determination and will to succeed was what set him 
apart from other applicants, 

The best way to describe him is, what you see, is what you get. Arcee is like 
any other well rounded young man. This high school class Valedictorian enjoys 
playing football, a little tennis and some badminton. 

"Metrobank was open for scholar applications at that time and UST 
recommended me." Highly coveted, the scholarship pays for the tuition fee and 
also covers miscellaneous fees. "The fees could be expensive, especially in 
computer science because you make use of the facilities. The grant gives monthly 
stipends as well 

Although he didn't know if he was going to get a slot, Ronald had hope. 
Looking back he knows that the scholarship helped him be where he's at today. "I 
think it really helped me get to where | am in now. The mere fact that you 
mention the Metrobank scholarship; | think, that's one of the reasons why | got 
the job quickly. It's very competitive in IT." 

Ronald now works as an Associate Software Engineer for an airline software 
‘company ~ something he finds interesting, since his childhood dream was to be a 
pilot. His first week was a little overwhelming; he was entrusted with a significant 


project on his third day, After presenting to the director and three managers of the* 
company, the program was a success and is now being implemented. i 

He looks at his scholarship with the Foundation as, "something that | find 
very rewarding, something that is part of me already, and will drive me through 
the years.” 

"My motto in life is act as though 1 am, and |, will be. Act as if you're a^ 
scholar, and you will be. Act as though you're a great student, and you'll become a 
great studen 

Young as he is, Ronald has set his plans in motion and is laying down the 
path. "My goal is to excel in my career, in Information Technology. | have a 
passion for computers. | want to excel in the field conquer it.! want to be 
remembered. In computer science, they name an algorithm after you if you've 
done something great. Hopefully, someday, | will have my own." 

Seeing the value of hard work, and of life itself, the advice he gives to young 
aspiring scholars is to be determined, responsible, and focused. "These three values 
should come together, and it takes sacrifice to do that." 

"It's our nature as human beings to aspire for greatness. Otherwise, we'll be 
stuck,” quoted the future CEO. When asked his greatest dream, he replies, 
"Everyone wants to be successful | believe that success isn't just for you but for 
others as well" 

Taking a page from the Foundation, Ronald sticks to his values in life. "I'm 
successful if I've fulfilled my dreams, and achieved my career goals, and if I've. 
helped a lot of people. Starting from small things - it gets bigger. And hopefully it 
does get bigger." 


Metrobank President Arthur Ty, with Metrobank Foundation Scholars with Latin Honors Class 2006 
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At the heart of our business is our social investment in people. 
Through its College Scholarship Program, the Metrobank Foundation helps ensure not only a 
brighter future for these outstanding scholars, but a stable and progressive nation for all Filipinos. 

Since 1995, the Foundation has funded close to 900 scholarship grants all over the country, with 
some of the best colleges and universities. More than 500 of these scholars have since graduated 
and are now making valuable contributions in their respective communities, While we are proud of 
our achievements in the business arena, we are even more proud of having made worthwhile 
investments in the future of our nation. 
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What would the world be like today if mot for the generosity of others? In times of 
uncertainty there can be no greater gift in this world than the gift of humanity. Without a doubt, 
this spirit of bigheartedness can provide hope for a nation. 

Metrobank Foundation, Inc, the corporate social responsibility arm of the Metrobank, has 
been at the forefront of. promoting excellence among workers of various sectors of the Philippine 
society. This thrust is primarily experienced in the various awards program undertaken, all aimed 
at giving due recognition to unsung heroes in our midst. Among these programs are the Search for 
the Outstanding Teachers (since 1985), The Young Painters Award (since 1984) now known as the 
Metrobank Arts and Design Excellence, The Country's Outstanding Policemen in Service (since 
1999), The Outstanding Philippine Soldier (since 2000), the Metrobank Math Challenge (since 
1998) and The Outstanding Workers of the Republic (since 2000]. 

Over the years, the foundation has nurtured’a tradition of excellence, and has promoted 
dynamic leadership in corporate social responsibility. Its varied and multifaceted programs reflect 
a unifying vision and leaves a lasting mark - an empowered society whose members are able to 
realize their fullest human potentials. It has built inroads in the fields of education, the arts, and 
healthcare. It has likewise cultivated partnerships to expand and deepen networking and capability 
building among developmental organizations. 

More than two decades after it was founded in 1999 the Foundation continues to stay true to 
its commitment to contribute to nation building by touching more lives and inspiring other 
corporations and individuals to follow suit, 
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More than just a housing program, 
Gawad Kalinga beyond 
providing homes for the poor. Together 
with the Metrobank Foundation and its 
partner institutions, a community is 
rebuilt to give the people in Macabebe 
Pampanga, a better chance at life, 

Answering the urgency of the 
situation, Metrobank was the first bank in 
the country to respond to the call of 
Gawad Kalinga in donating P1 Million in 
September of 2004 to start what is now 
known as the Metrobank Foundation- 
Gawad Kalinga Village; a resettlement 
site for victims of the Mt. Pinatubo 
eruption. 

To further help improve the lives of 
the beneficiary families, the Foundation 
renewed its commitment of support in a 
simple gift-giving ceremony and MOA 
signing during its 27th anniversary in 
January this year. The additional funds 
will provide for the development of the 
community: electricity, water facilities, 
drainage, as well as the establishment of 
livelihood programs. 

Like all successful projects, the 
massive operations could not have been 
achieved without the help of other 


has gone 


groups who were eager to give their 
share of assistance. In a recent turnover 
ceremony, Metrobank Foundation and its 
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partners raised а total of P1.5M for the 
Gawad Kalinga Village. 

Metrobank's Corporate Social 
Responsibility Unit Head Winnie Cruz 
believes that partnerships such as these 
not only shares blessings, but the 
generosity of people's spirits. "We're just 
glad to partner with Gawad Kalinga 
through the Foundation, because every 
opportunity we get allows us to 
participate їп nation-building,” she says. 

But the efforts do not stop here as 
true partnerships involve not just working 
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community development and transformation. Committed to their role as public servants, these outstanding police 
officers have gone beyond crime prevention and solution, actively engaging their respective communities in more 


meaningful ways, to help bring about enduring progress and security, 


In honor of their unique and distinguished achievements, the Metrobank Foundation and the Rotary Club of New 
Manila East, in partnership with the Philippine National Police, once again salute the finest representatives of our 
national law enforcement agency. By recognizing their contributions to nation building, we hope to inspire not just 
their peers in uniform to similarly strive for the highest standards of performance and conduct, and to bring back the 


dignity and pride In genuine community service. 


together to touch more lives, but sharing 
a common vision for a peaceful and 
progressive country With dedicated 
people who work for the same cause, the 
partnership is clearly the beginning of 
bigger efforts in the future, 
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GOING THE OPPOSITE WAY IS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 


Obeying traffic rules leads to progress. 


We at Toyota believe that if we make our roads safer, not only do we save human- 
lives, we move towards making both economic and social progress possible, 


Go the right way in road traffic safety. Join us in supporting the Society of Philippine 
Motoring Journalists’ (SPMJ) “Early Warning" project on Road Traffic Safety Education 
of School Chitdren and the Road Traffic Safety Conferences of the Automobile 
Association ot the Philippines (AAP). 


Ф TOYOTA. 


moving forward 


|. trovota MOTOR PHILIPPINES CORPORATION 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 5, 2006 


ae 
Ten years 


of celebrating 


WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO TRANSFORM A LIFE? 

For every child we send to school through 
our Tulong Aral ng Petron program: the cost 
ofa low-end cellular phone in the market. 

For every teacher we retool and inspire 
through our Petron Programang Kaakbay: 
less than the price of a full-course meal in a 
decent restaurant. 

For every parent we empower through our 
Petron Gasul Pangkabuhayan Kart: the cost of 
ап MP3 player. 

But how do you quantify hope — especially 
the kind you fuel by giving every child born to 
a poor family the passport to a better future 
through education? How do you translate in- 
to pesos and cents the cost of a fighting 
chance — the one you gave a mother of six 
who's been working on the street in her life- 
time? 

Petron Foundation believes the true pursuit 
of corporate social responsibility is all about 
fueling hope. Our programs now span a 
decade, and we take great pride in being able 
to keep the torch of hope alive — in the com- 
munities where we operate, among our part- 
ners, and among our employee volunteers. 

This year, we celebrate a decade of trans- 
formation. As we take our CSR journey on to 
the next decade, we see our Tulong Aral 
scholars, their parents and teachers, young 
people aspiring to become entrepreneurs, the 
fishermen in our shores, our employee volun- 
teers, and other partners growing with us as 
we take life's larger lessons. Together, we dis- 
cover that in life, there is nothing more impor- 
tant than hope. For Petron, this is a social 
pact, a commitment. For our beneficiaries, 
theirs are stories that beg to be told. 


“The bottom line is passion. You can work, 
work, and work and produce something. But 
if you work with passion, you actually pro- 
duce something greater, bigger one that you 
can actually be proud of.” 

-Antonio G. Pelayo, vice president for finance 
and subsidiaries, Petron Corporation 


“Tulong Aral scholars are known as a differ- 
ent breed of exemplary students who are not 
just bright but studious as well. After all, these 
are children of poor parents’ who see the 
scholarship as their only way out of poverty.” 

- Diana Sali, mother of Tulong Aral ng Petron 
scholar, аппа, a grade 2 student at Culiat El- 
ementary School in Quezon City 


“When you see a Tulong Aral ng Petron 
scholar, you see hope. It's tough work to be а 
public school teacher but students like them 
make it all worth the journey.” 

Salome Castro, Grade 1 teacher, Pateros El- 
ementary School 


“The children’s reactions were very encour- 
aging. Even after the reading period, a lot of. 
them would actually stay behind to finish 
reading. A few even go to school early just so 
they can read the books in a mini-library. We 
have somehow created a spark.” 

- Margarita L. Delgado, president and co- 
founder, Sa Aklat Sisikat Foundation 


“I believe that from the very beginning, our 
students wanted to learn. But somewhere 
along the way, the dreary school environment 
led them astray. 105 amazing how much 
Petron’s programs have affected our stu- 
dents.” 

- Teresita Bulahan, principal, John Spirig. 
‘ementary School, Zamboanga City 


“ realized that we also work because work 
gives us dignity. Work allows us to give some- 
thing of ourselves to the community.” 

= Jayron Sollestre, valedictorian in forecourt 
operations, Petron Youth In Entrepreneurship 
and Leadership Development (YIELD) Program 


“The word was written on the cart and we 
thought it also aptly represents what this pro- 
gram gave us.” 

= Nomita Luciano, parent of Tulong Aral ng 
Petron scholar Reynaldo, Jr. and beneficiary of 
the Gasul Pangkabuhayan Kart program. 


“Pm not merely driven to protect a liveli- 
hood; I'm committed to uphold our way of 
life.” 

- Romeo Borja, chairman, Samahan at Ug- 
nayan ng Pangisdaan ng Orion (SUGPO) 


“When their children make it to the honor 
roll, i's like they won the lotto-they grin from 
ear to ear, Some are so grateful they rush over 
to hug you. Yung mga nanay, yayakapin ka ta- 
Jaga. I's during those times l'm reminded that 
we really chose the right project.” 

Alice Bala, Undersecretary, Department of 
Social Welfare and Development 


“Petron is a company of hope, not just for 
its young beneficiaries, but for the whole na- 
tion.” 
-Dr 
Director, Department of Education 


“Now 1 know that happiness comes only 
when you make ita priority for others to expe- 
rience it as well,” 

Tina Rellin, general accounting supervisor, 
Petron Corporation 


ONCE A HUMBLE ESTABLISHMENT OF NINE 
employees, Pfizer today is one of the largest pharma- 
‘ceutical companies in the country. Из employees аге 
‘committed to achieving Pfizer vision of improving 
the quality of life of millions of Filipinos through its 
innovations in pharmaceutical, consumer and ani- 
mal health products. 

Through the years, Pfizer has found more cures 
for more illnesses. Along the way, it also did not miss 
the opportunity to alleviate the pain and misery of 
those who suffer. 

‘At Pfizer, reaching out is a way of life. A simple 
contribution to the community at a time it is most 
needed continues to bring an immeasurable sense of 
hope to the lives of many families. 

‘To date, Pfizer has successfully designed and im- 
plemented a number of community-based programs 
in partnership with distinguished healthcare ога: 
zations, academic institutions and other founda- 
tions. 

Leaders for Health Program (LHP) has produced 
health leaders in 40 medically underserved commu- 
nities who develop and implement effective strate- 
gies and good governance practices to strengthen 
the healthcare system. In partnership with the De- 
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partment of Health and Ateneo Graduate School of 


Business, LHP has benefited close to one million Fil- 
ipinos in very poor municipalities. 

Gawad Kalusugan-Pfizer Program is a multi-sec- 
toral, integrated area development program that 
brings together key stakeholders in health to devel- 
op the marginalized Baseco community into a self 
reliant organization equipped to manage its own lo- 
cal health concerns. 

National Institutes of Health-Pfizer Research Fel- 
lowship Program supports local researches which 
address current public health concerns and signifi- 
cantly affect a large sector of the society. 

LIFE-Pfizer Advocacy Program for Childhood 
Leukemia, in partnership with the Leukemic Indi- 
gent Fund Endowment (ШЕЕ) Foundation, aims to 
increase public awareness on childhood leukemia by 
professionalizing its support group and providing 
medical assistance to the most underprivileged 
leukemic patients. 

Kythe-Pfizer Child Life Program was established 
in the Tarlac Provincial Hospital, Davao Medical 
Center and UST Charity Hospital by Pfizer to extend 
access to the Kythe program which provides cancer- 
stricken and chronically-ill pediatric patients with 


Transforming The Way We Do Good 


For a decade now, Petron Foundation has been defining and redefining its way of doing 
ood, transforming its initiatives from simple, one-time efforts into sustainable, 
maximum impact programs that harness the power of partnerships. 
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keeping them there and keeping them. 


much-needed psycho-social support to help them 
cope with their condition. 

Virtual Libraries in 13 different hospitals all over 
the country, with free access to the Internet, help 
doctors, medical practitioners and students gather 
information from medical publications and scientific 
Journals and keep them abreast of the latest medical 
‘advancements and scientific developments globally. 

Medical Society Websites developed by Pfizer in 
partnership with medical societies help improve pa- 
tient access to relevant medical information and lo- 
cal healthcare initiatives. 

Patient Programs provide innovative ways for pa- 
tients to manage their disease by offering valuable 
information and medicine discounts ranging from 
25 - 50%. 

Workplace Wellness Program fights the battle 
‘against various diseases by disseminating important 
health information and conducting free medical 
screenings for office employees and community 
members. 

Pfizer Engage instills the value of Community 
‘among Pfizer employees by providing them with vari- 
‘ous opportunities to share their time, resources and 
talents with the communities the company serves. 


+ From a hantot of. 
company volunteers to at 
least 80% of employees 
‘acres the country 
actively engaged ia CSR 


+ From strictly observing 
divison specie agenda о breaking the 
sls and integrating efforts across the 
company leading to a strategie corporate 

response to fight poverty and attain 
‘sustanable development. 


гевйа G. Domalanta, NCR Regional. 


1996 


+ From providing vocational 
education and traimng 
program for the youth to 
‘enabling high schoot and 
у College students to have 
business, entrepreneurship, 
'edocation, and exdershp. 
dorelopmeri to enhance the 
pores for becoming 
‘employees or entrepreneurs 
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Journey to turn our compassion Into something 
tangible and lasting. In that time, we have seen 
Petron Corporation transform into a world-class business 


T t has been a decade since we embarked on а 


- = organization and the undisputed leader in the local oil 
PETRON industry. Like the way we run our business, we also 
FOUNDATION think of Corporate Social Responsibility in terms of 

‘sustainability, We believe that our future as a company is 
Funel HOD closely linked with the future of our country. 
Celebrating To this end, we created a centerpiece program 


calted Fuel HOPE or Helping Filipino children and youth 


Tom participating In coastal 
cleanups in towns in Bataan to 
spearheading a provnce-wide 
Integrated costa management 
program, aswell as encouraging, " 


Petron facies nationwide t e = 
JA. 
а. 


эме pro-environment actives 


years of Fueling Hope | 
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Petron Founcaton-led programs 

to divisions and management 
championing CSR through ther 
respective initiatives and 

business solutions 
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Overcome Poverty through Education, Through this, 
we have gone beyond traditional educational 
assistance to provide a holistic program to students, 
parents and teachers and empower the youth to 
‘become the country's future business leaders. 

After a decade, CSR has become who we are 
and what we stand for. From the boardroom to our 
pump attendants, we have made it a part of 
everything we do. Together with our partners, we 
have been able to dream big dreams and make 
them a reality. Maraming salamat pol 
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Ayala group aims for focused and strategic CSR 


ын UU 


NOT SINCE THE CONCEPT OF 
the "triple bottom line" was de- 
veloped in the 19905 has corpo- 
rate social responsibility gained а 
firmer foothold in public con- 
ciousness, But business leaders 
‘know that the success of CSR pro- 
grams is measured not only by 
how much has been achieved but 
also by how well they can stay 


ahead of the changing needs and impact. 


AYALA Land spearheads many 
solid waste management 
projects especially in areas 
where it operates. 


expectations of stakeholders. 

‘This is why the Ayala group, 
the country's oldest and most di- 
versified business house, has be- 
gun an exhaustive review of all its 
individual and joint CSR efforts. 
It aims to understand the extent 
of its social involvement and to 
determine new ways to harness 
synergy and create even greater 


Large companies have the vi- 
sion, resources, and management 
expertise to see through CSR pro- 
grams over the long term and on 
а meaningful scale, Ayala takes 
advantage of these qualities-built 
over a 172-year history-to realize 
social and environmental goals, 
whether through pure philan- 
thropy or by developing business 
models that deliver affordable 
goods and services. 

In its 2005 annual report, Ay- 
ala describes programs 
champion entrepreneurship, ad- 
vocate quality and values-driven 
education, establish best prac- 
tices in caring for the environ- 
ment, and encourage employee 
volunteerism and strategic giv- 
ing. These are undertaken either 
independently by its subsidiaries 
and affiliates or through the 


that 


such as Habitat and GILAS. 


group's corporate social responsi- 
bility arm, the Ayala Foundation. 
For instance: 

* АЙ companies in the Ayala 
group have at least one program 
that addresses an education is- 
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AYALA president Fernando Zobel de Ayala 
(with Habitat for Humanity International 
CEO Jonathan Reckford) and chairman 
Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala are personally 
committed to worthwhile CSR endeavors 


ony suewhether — by 
Ф building ^ schools, 

providing scholar- 
ship, servant leader- 
ship training, ог 
equipping students 
with learning tools 
and technology. 

e Bank of the 
Philippine Islands’ 
various microfinance 
vehicles and Globe 
Telecom's Autoload 
Max are part of these. 
companies’ core busi- 
nesses at the same 
time serving those 
who rely mainly on 
entrepreneurial іп- 
come. 

* Prom Ayala 
Land's solid waste 
management — to 
clean air advocacy of 
its Honda and Isuzu 
dealerships to Manila. 
Waters watershed 
protection and man- 
agement, the Ayala group's envi- 
ronmental programs seek to en- 
sure sustainable living amidst 
progress. 

* Volunteer activities and do- 
mation drives for noteworthy 


CSR efforts. 


causes like Habitat for Humanity 
and disaster relief operations are. 
strongly supported by employees 
and companies. Integrated Mi- 
croelectronics gave close to PL 
million, its biggest donation, to 
Children's Hour last year. 

In addition, Ayala companies 
build on their synergy to scale up 


Globe Telecom helped establish 
the Center of Excellence in Public 
Elementary Education, a school 
for gifted, underprivileged chil- 
dren, in Manila and Batangas. 
The entire group “adopted” two 
communities in Mandaluyong, 
empowering them with a devel- 
opment package including access 
to potable wates, health services, 
and livelihood funding and train- 
ing, among others. 

More recently, Ayala chairman 
and CEO Jaime Augusto Zobel de 
Ayala rallied Ayala Land, Globe 
Telecom, and Integrated’ Micro- 
electronies to support GILAS, or 
Gearing Up Internet Literacy and 
Access for Students, a nationwide 
multi-sector endeavor to bring In- 
ternet access to all Philippine 
public high schools in five years. 
Ayala Foundation helps manage 
the program by serving as secre- 
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tariat of GILAS. 

The Ayala group continues to 
monitor and evaluate its CSR p 
grams as well as stakeholder 
sues that affect its operations. By 
being focused and strategic in 
CSR as well as in business, Ayala 
believes that it can be a more ef- 
fective catalyst for social develop- 
ment. 


Ayala Land and 


GLOBE Telecom's Autoload Max 
is a business ine that is 
accessible to 

'oentrepreneurs. 


Inquirer social imitiatives take CSR to heart 


By Connie R. Kalagayan 


THE INQUIRER CHAMPION'S CAUSES RELATED ТО 

* children and youth, health, education and the envi- 
ronment. It has not only inspired action through its 

1 journalism but has also directly participated and part- 
nered with some of the biggest organizations in com- 
munity development in its belief that they are truly 
agents of change that can inspire society to take action 
and be involved. 

‘The Inquirer partners with Linis-Ganda Inc. by pro- 
 moting the benefits of waste segregation by buying, col- 
lecting and recycling old newspapers to help minimize 
the demand of wood pulp. The Inquirer is the first news- 
paper to use organic soy-based ink and recycled paper. 
Our annual newspaper drive not only promotes solid 
waste management in the Philippines but also allows us 


to recycle old newspapers nine times into reusable 
newsprint or newspaper. To date, more than 400,000 ki- 
los of old newspapers have been recycled, thus, saving 
over 6,000 trees, 

Tn December 2005, in celebration of its 20th anniver- 
загу the Inquirer unveiled 20 lfesized fiberglass Guyito 
sculptures, done by Juan Sajid Imao and painted by 20 
renowned Filipino artists based on the anniversary theme 
“The Power of Knowing.” The 20 sculptures will be do- 
nated to 20 selected cities/municipalities nationwide. 
"The cities were chosen based on their public high schools 
rankings in the regional Finals of the Quiz Bee Competi- 
tion, Starting June, Inquirer will visit the 20 selected 
schools/cities to turn over the sculptures and conduct 
Journalism workshop. The workshop will feature promi- 
nent Inquirer journalists who will share their expertise to 
the students. “Through these projects, we hope to inspire 


“Ang gusto ko 


almusal, tanghalian, 


i Shack 


the young to value reading and use it asa too to attaining 
their dreams,” Sandy Prieto Romualdez, Inquirer presi- 
dent said, 

‘Throughout the years, the Inquirer has provided sup- 
port and assistance to partners such as Children’s Hour 
Philippines Inc, a fund-rising and grant-giving organiza- 
tion that taps individuals and companies to donate one 
hour's worth of their earnings to programs committed to 
the welfare of marginalized Filipino children. Since 1999, 
Children's Hour has raised over P118 million in cash and 
services and has supported over 122 projects nationwide, 
directly improving the lives of 185,000 children, 

Hands On Manila, on the other hand, is committed to 
‘empowering individuals to act as citizens and realize 
their ability to contribute to the community through flexi- 
ble and tangible volunteer opportunities to effectively 
serve the community. 
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Aside from its active participation in the League of 
Corporate Foundations annual Corporate Social Respon- 
sibility Week and the Philippine Business for Social 
Progress, Inquirer has also actively supported Tabang 
Mindanaw, World Wildlife Fund (WWF), Habitat for Hu- 
maniby Tour of the Fireflies, GMA Kapuso Foundation, 
ABS-CBN Bantay Kalikasan, Give Asia/Youth Aid, 
Metrobank Foundation Inc., National Youth Commission, 
Coalition Against Counterfeit Medicines, and recently the 
Coalition Against the Bird Flu Virus on their informa- 
tion/awareness campaign. 

Ай of these social initiatives have the meaningful goal 
of making a difference in the everyday life of Filipinos. By 
ош definition, social responsibility is not a cosmetic is- 
sue, but one that cuts to the very core of the company. 
"The Inquirer and its partners do it in a rigorous and com- 
mitted fashion, and it means doing it right now. 
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CSR, from the CEOs' point of view 


By joel V. Nigos partnerships and collaboration, and fi- rankand fie. CEOs perspectives on CSR. For some, develop a sustainable model of trust in rate culture. 
a Dy to be fully integrated with the The League of Corporate Foundation they view treating employees wel as the many communities they serve. 
CORPORATESOCIALRESPONSIBILITY company’s core values and business believes that CSR works with this princi CSR. For others, they regard itas part of Опе of the confusions though about CSRs part ofbusiness strategy 
$s understood, defined and implement- processes. pleand egardsitasone ofits mainchel- business strategy and principles, or to defining CSR is that some companies as- and principles. 
ed differently from company to compa- Ви for a company to sustain a pro- lenges. To make CSR truly sustainable, enhance ts relationships with stakehold- sume that this is an “after-profit' obliga- Astrong advocacy of the LCP is to em- 
my Once а tool for commercial success gram in the long-term, it should be sup- the entry point is through the CEOs. If еп. Often, CEOs relate CSR with en- tion. This means that if companies are bed CSR into the core business of each 
through philanthropy, it went on to ported by the institutions that endorsed the CEOs are not convinced ofits impor- trepreneurship or part ofthe Filipino cul- пос profitable then they do not have to company and make it a part of business 
make significant contributions to allevi- И. The key isto make it part of the corpo- tance, then it will be difficult to cascade ture. prioritize developing CSR programs, But Strategy Once a purely philanthropic ac- 
ate societal ills through civil society гае culture-that it goes down from top CSR down the corporation. сай онай эжей Dy embedding socially responsible prin- tivity, CSR has moved from strategic phi- 
‘management to middle management to The following presents company - treating employees ciples or integrating CSR into the core  lanthropy to multi-sectoral partnerships 
А common understanding among the busines, then CSR values and principles ot cllaboration. 
CEOs is that CSR begins with the family- come even before expectations of profit “It îs important for a business to set 
ea ие the immediate family and extended fam- aree Tis isevidentin thebusinessprin- ОШ із principles and aspirations for be- 
iy Eventually employees become a part ciples of young CEOs and entrepreneurs having responsibly: But for these to be of 
ofthat extended family followed by the in large or multinational corporations "ny real value, they must be supported 
‘communities that they serve. All the who have already integrated CSR in DY а corporate culture that is committed 
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розе of business, which is to enable hu- 
‘man development and service to society 
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CSR, from the CEOs point of view 
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dards of behavior and valuing the people who work in 
‘our organization, and by making profits, it helped us to 
create a sustainable business that delivers value to our 
sharcholders; shares Edgardo О, Chua, country chait- 
‘man of Shell Philippines. 

ose P Leviste Je, Miran Philippines chairman, presi- 
dent and CEO, on the other hand, believes that the first 
step toward national development and global competi- 
tiveness is through quality education that is available 
for all. “Education empowers us as individuals, as Fil- 
ipinos and аза nation; he shares. 

Each company has a specific goal and purpose for 
doing CSR. Providing the private sector solutions for 
public sector concems is at the core ofeach corporation. 
ог foundation's CSR thrust. Issues such as health, edu- 
cation, housing, finance, entrepreneurship, environ 
mental protection and preservation, and livelihood de- 
velopment are identified by the respondents as priority 
areasin their respective CSR programs. Almost ай com- 
panies have programs with muiti-sector parmershi 
"which enable their CSR programs to reach more com- 
munities and beneficiaries. 

But the key to achieve long-erm and sustainable 
programs is to embed CSR. Although this does not hap- 
реп overnight, taking а step towards achieving this is by 
strategically aligning CSR programs 10 corporate 
strengths and objectives. Take the case of Meralco Mil- 
Jennium Foundation inc, the corporate social responsi- 
bility arm of Meralco. With over four million customers 
nationwide, determining how to shape their CSR pro- 
gram was a challenge. At the same time, they could not 
ignore many issues and concers conceming their cor 
porate services. Meralco began to identify priority areas 
for community development by identifying areas with 
high incidences of electricity pilferage. A number ofthe 
Gawad Kalinga Sibol Schools built by Meralco are locat- 
edin these areas. While investing in social development 
and improving the lives of the community, public 
awareness and knowledge about Meralco was im- 
proved through dialogues and seminars on the right use 
of electricity and electrical safety. 

Splash Corp, which manufactures beauty and health 
products, supports a livelihood program for women 
who want to provide beauty services in their communi- 
ties. Materials and training are all provided. Diwa 
Learning Systems Inc, the leading provider of school- 
based educational materials, meanwhile, focused its 
CSR on the improvement of Philippine education. 
Many ofits products sold to privare schools are donated 
to public schools. Is corporate foundation, Bato Balani 
Foundation Inc is likewise focused solelv on education. 
Relationship with stakeholders and CSR 

Many of the respondents also encourage their sup- 
pliers and бетә to participate in their respective CSR 
programs, thus, improving communications and eff 
босу within their supply chain. SPI, a business out 
sourcing services company involves its clients in its CSR 
programs. Their visiting clients first agenda, upon ar 
riving in the country is attending CSR activities and 
programs. 


Figaro, on the other hand, believes in developing 
-télationships with their suppliers. "The Figaro ap- 
‘roach was driven by business savvy ip encourage are 
spectful demand for the ‘Barako' [and] to directly [ex- 
tend] the benefit to the coffee farmers,” Figaro CEO 
Chit Juan says. "But beyond the success story за pro- 
nounced expression of the value of corporate social re- 
sponsibility to Figaro. Our CSR program represents a 
business decision that has helped us address the sus- 

tainability ofthe coffee supply for our business.” 

Employees likewise are encouraged о participate in 
CSR as part of their volunteerism activities and to 
strengthen the company's commitment to CSR by pro- 
viding a dedicated and active workforce. Examples of 
activities indude mentoring, infrastructure (building 
homes, school buildings), school-based programs such 
as teacher volunteer hours and story telling, mangrove 
rehabilitation and other employee initiated CSR pro- 
grams. 

“CSR is a strategic business imperative. I allows us 
to achicve commercial success in ways that bring about 
positive and lasting changes in the workplace, the com- 
munity and the environment, CSR is everybodys busi- 
ness,” says Nicasio I. Alcantara, chair of Petron Corp. 
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"Thus, CSR and the commitment to CSR is contint- 
ing to grow as more and more CEOs and companies be- 
gin to realize the importance and valuc of CSR asa way 
life and not just as a means to be more competitive, or 
asa part of a corporation’ business strategy. 

Shares Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala, chair of Ayala 
Corp: “CSR В doing your business responsibly. It is go- 
ing beyond compliance to the law, [by] becoming the 
supplier [or] service provider of choice (provision of 
quality goods and services), employer of choice (fair to 
‘employees, compliance with labor laws) and neighbor 
‘of choice (going beyond business to serve their commu- 
nities through corporate ctizenship).” 


Entrepreneurship and CSR 

An interesting finding among young CEOs is that de- 
spite having the impression that CSR is only for big 
businesses, they actually have CSR programs integrated 
with their business processes. They dont realize, how- 
ever that what they have been doing is already a part of 
CSR. Most have integrated CSR as part of their supply 
chain in order to improve business operations. Since the 
entrepreneur isin control of the whole business opera- 
tion, CSR lives in the entrepreneur from the very begin- 
ning though sometimes it is not identified as CSR. 

Such is the case of Binalot. Part ofthe company’s pro- 
gram isto provide support in terms of training and tech- 
nological development to banana leaves producers. In 
зо doing, they were able to acquire а steady supply of 
banana leaves an essential material for their business- 
while helping farmers create sustainable businesses, 

One firm though was more forward thinking since 
they already started a foundation the day they began 
their operations. Les Reyes, CEO of Reyes Haircutters, 
set upa foundation where a percentage of his profit im- 
mediately went to the foundation, enabling him to help 
his employees and those who were in need of his help. 
“This move ensured that whether the company was prof- 
itable ог nox, there would always be a fund available-a 
keyelement in creating effective CSR programs. 

Тһе entrepreneurial culture brings а corporate 
mindset that brings CSR to the core. The willingness is 
there, but the tools to structure and to make CSR more 
sustainable are what these young CEOs need. Despite 
their youth and the relative inexperience in "big busi- 
ness." many of these young entrepreneurs exhibit busi- 
ness decisions and business strategies that show wis- 
dom beyond ther years. 


Filipino culture and CSR 

‘With regards to the role being played by Filipino cul- 
ture in Philippine corporate social responsibility most 
(CBOs believe that CSR stems from our culture. For them 
Sving is inherent їп us. That's just the way Flipinosare. 

Says Bienvenido Tan, CEO of Bookmark: "Were do- 
ing CSR because we fel we have todo it. We don't feel 
it is important to follow regulatory guidelines because 
as long as we are giving, then we are achieving our ob- 
jecives" Tan further Believes that everything comes 
from God that it has to be given back, a value that's very 
dose o the Filipino heart. : 

CSR is also seen as part of a patemalistic view of 
management about taking care of your employees as 
though you are taking care of your family, thus; creating 
a wholesome atmosphere for the employees. Shares 
‘Owen Gan of Heaven and Eggs: “Employees need to 
feel they are part of the family and that we are on their 
side and that we will protect them no matter what hap- 
pens” 

But beyond these Filipino traits, CEOs also believe 
that CSR is also about human values, hat is, being able 
то share to the les fortunate, being kind to others, and 
being a responsible individual. 

"CSR is about giving back to the communities. 
that we serve, sharing with the less fortunate and. 
being able to help our fellow countrymen. CSR of 
the past was more of just philanthropy. But over 
the years, it has taken on a different meaning-all 
оой citizens should be involved in social responsi- 
bility. It is not something that you do to enhance 
your corporate image, it goes deeper than that,” 
says Manuel M. Lopez, chairman of Meralco. 

Research conducted by Lydia Sarmiento-Enrile 
and Natalie Christine Jorge of the LCF Research 
Commitee 
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Gawad Kalinga and Insular Life: Together in nation-building 


“THEY HAD THREE YEARS OF VALUES FORMATION 
before they started building houses in January This is the. 
reason the Kapitbahayan spirit Is evident in GK Sun- 


shineville. 


Such were the words of Gawad Kalinga South C Head, 


Bogs Luarca, while touring the Insular Life represen- 
tatives who conducted an ocular inspection of the GK 


* Sunshineville in BF Resort, Las Piñas one March 


morning. 

Tt was important for the GK Sunshineville resi- 
dents to undergo an intensive community values for- 
mation to instill in their hearts and minds the signifi- 
cance of acting as а community to realize their 
dreams of a self-reliant and empowered neighbor- 
hood 

Fast forward to two and a half months after when 
the GK Sunshineville Kapitbahayan Neighborhood 
Association welcomed to its community the employ- 
ce-volunteers of Insular Life. Led by its president and 
COO Mayo Jose B. Ongsingco, the volunteers would 
help build the four Insular Life-sponsored houses. 
“This year was the company’s third GK Build. The pre- 
vious years, employee-volunteers also helped in the 
construction of houses in GK Samata also in Las 


_ Piñas, and in GK Sison in Muntinlupa. 


‘Upon reaching the site on May 29, the volunteers 
immediately saw the pinkclad ladies of GK Sun- 
shineville. They prepared а hero's welcome for the 
volunteers, and even held a short program which be- 
gan with a simple prayer, an introduction to the com- 
munity, and a few dance numbers from the Sibol 
(preschool kids), Sagip (grade school kids), Siga 
teeners, and Kapitbahayan mothers. From then on, 
until the culmination of the week-long build on June 
3, the GK Sunshineville residents were just too happy 
and eager to have visitors working, and even dancing 
side by side with them. 

Insular Life volunteers, for their part, also enjoyed 
their build days in Sunshineville. Maricor Baron and 
Malot Tigolo, two of insular Life's veteran GK volun- 
teers, share their experience. 

“You will really feel that you are welcome in their 
community. The kapitbahayan welcomed us upon 
our arrival. It was fun because they even had a wel- 
come program. It was also fun working with the 
members of the Couples for Chris,” Baron says. 

‘Tigolo echoes Baron's experience. "I was moved 
when the little girl introduced their community, and 
my resolve to be а GK volunteer became stronger. I 
felt that what was going to do that day had a deeper 
meaning, I was happy and proud that I was an Insular 
Life employee because out of the 92 houses for con- 
struction, we were one of the first to donate houses." 

Claire Condrillon, a first-time GK volunteer shares 
how she feltit was divine providence working at Sun- 
shineville. "I really had fun and I felt that one of my 
dreams was fulfilled again. | had been longing to 
heck that community because one rainy day a 
drenched little boy in school uniform was walking 
and 1 offered him a ride. He refused, telling me he 
was all wet, told him that it was nota problem, so he 
{got inthe car. When Lasked him where he was getting 
off, well, he got off on the same site where we are 
building our GK homes, Providence? elt blessed.” 


Another GK veteran, Gabby Ocampo shares how GK can 
transform not just the lives of the beneficiaries, but also 
those who volunteer fo help. 

“The people in Sunshineville really deserve our help. 
‘They have proven to us that there is hope for our country. If 
ай are like them, who work well, happily, and most of all, 


Indeed, itis amazing what three years of painstaking values 
formation could do to a community Meanwhile, by being part 
of the Gawad Kalinga, Insular Life volunteers not only got the 
chance to do something for the underprivileged in our society, 
they also helped fulfil the company’s mission of supporting the 
govemment in the task of nation-building. 


conscious of their values, our lives will really prosper. Тат 
happy that our company is taking part in fulfilling God's 
plan: to uplift the lives of the poor. We are not just donating 
funds; our efforts have deeper meaning because now we un- 
derstand the importance of what we are doing to help the 
less fortunate." 
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Sa halos isandaang taon, itinuturing naming pinakamalaking yaman ang aming mga natutunan. Tulad ng kahalagahan 
ng pagtupad sa mga kasunduan - may krisis o kaguluhan man. Tiwala kaming ito'y magagamit. para sa iyong kabutihan. 
Yan ang pangako ng Insular Life - ang pinakamalaking Filipino life insurance company. May pinagdaanan, may patutunguhan. INSULAR LI 
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Member: League of Corporate Foundations 


SA PAGTATANIM NG PAG-ASA, 
MAY UUSBONG NA KAKAYAHAN. 


Mapapalago ang kabuhayan. 

Sa tulong ng Livelihood, Community Service, 
Health Care, Environmental at Education programs 
ng Splash Foundation, Inc., mapapangalagaan 
ang kapakanan ng mamamayan. Mabibigyang 
halaga ang kanilang kakayahan. 

Pag may pag-asang tinanim, masaganang 


buhay ay kayang anihin. 


SPLASH 


FOUNDATION INC 
Pagtulong sa Карма, Pagsulong ng Bansa. 


IT HAS ADWAYS BEEN THE GOAL OF THE 
Splash Corp to reach out to the masses: From 
the products it manufactures and made af- 
fordable to consumers, to the projects and 
programs it creates for the underprivileged 
members of the community. 

"The conception of Splash Foundation Inc 
(SFI), through its founders, Drs. Rolando and 
Rosalinda Hortaleza was geared not only to 
help Filipinos improve their lives but also to 
empower them to believe in themselves. 

In 1997, about the time Splash Corp has be- 
come a household name in every Filipino 
household, Splash Foundation is slowly mak- 
ing a huge dent in the corporate social re- 
sponsibility area. 

From that day on, SFI has made a commit- 
ment to give back to the community where it 
does business, and reaching even in far-flung 
areas in the country where they could extend 
their expertise in the beauty business, 

From livelihood programs, the foundation 
has evolved to creating large-scale projects to 
further elevate the social status of its benefi- 
ciaries. 

SFI sees that education is a powerful tool to. 
ease poverty in the country, Its most recent 
projects which is in line with its successful 
programs in the past gives scholarship grants 
to the youth who want to study but their par- 
ents cannot send them to college. 

Karynungan, Kaunlaran ng Bayan paves 
the way for students to obtain a degree in 
Pharmacy. And because Splash Corp has revo- 
lutionized beauty business in the country, the 
scholarship also helps students to study Cos- 
metic Science. The deserving students need 
not worry about the tuition and miscella- 
neous fees and monthly allowance as these 
are covered by the grant. To top itall, they are 
assured of a good education in respected uni- 
versities like University of Sto. Tomas, Univer- 
sity of the Philippines, and Centro Escolar 
University. 

Taking the foundation's programs to a 
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Splash Foundation empowers 
underprivileged with sustainable programs 


higher level, it steps up its education pro- 
grams with the setting up of an Interactive Lit- 
eracy Program. Here, select children in the el- 
ementary level, and are residents of Canu- 
may, Valenzuela City, get the chance to study 
ina different kind of environment with a dif- 
ferent structured educational classes. 

It has always been the objective of the 
foundation that the help it will extend to 
needy members of the community would be 
sustainable. This is evident in every projects 
and programs it creates. 

Its initial livelihood project has indeed 
come a long way. Now a much sought-after 
training in different parts of the country, the 
Ganda Mo, Hanapbuhay Ko (GMHK) has 
trained a total of 7,000 women, 70 percent of 
whom are independently earning through 
home service. Others have gone to seek em- 
ployment in other salons. A part of them has 
utilized all they learned in the five-day cosme- 
tology seminar and has become their ticket to 
working in other countries. 

GMHK not only gives training but also help 
the successful participants through a start-up 
kit which includes all the necessities in basic. 
cosmetology that would allow them to do 
home service. 

SFI has well-thought of these projects. B 
sic cosmetology has guaranteed customers in 
the neighborhood. 

“This is very practical,” says Maurice Ligot, 
COO and managing director of Splash Foun- 
dation Inc. “There is a big market for them be- 
cause people need a haircut and would allow 
a bit of personal beautifying every now and 
then.” 

“We empower women, especially the un- 
employed, by building their skills capability, 
making them entrepreneurs in their own 
right. 

"We intend to reach out to as many women 
aswe can.” 

This program has become widely success- 
ful notonly of the help extended. Kumusta Na 


is part of GMHK but this one tracks down the 
performance and progress of the beneficia- 
Ties. 

"To further boost their confidence, the foun- 
dation also conceptualized Libreng Gupit 
which is sort of their pay back as well as pay it 
forward to the community. Children from se- 
lect schools are given free hair cut by the suc- 
cessful graduates. 

‘Aside from these two successful sustain- 
able programs of SFI, it also conducts regular 
free medical, dental, and surgical missions to 
barangays in Valenzuela and Novaliches with 
the Katawan Pangalagaan Program. 

Lunas Sakit or the Child Hospitalization As- 
sistance Management Program reaches out to 
charity pediatric patients confined at the 
Philippine General Hospital, the East Avenue 
Medical Center, and the Valenzuela General 
Hospital. It provides free medicine to the pa- 
tients from the day of referral until recom- 
mended for discharge. 

SFI's commitment to its social responsibili- 
ty has been elevated to a higher level with its 
partnership with some government institu- 
tions. To reach a larger scope of the poor, SFI 
also partners with Government agencies 
through their adopted communities like the 
National Housing Authority, the Kalahi com- 
munities of the National Anti-Poverty Com- 
mission. The training has also included the 
wives of military enlisted men in several re- 
gions across the country. 

All these efforts by Splash Corp and SFI are 
recognized when it was cited by the former 
President Corazon Aquino's People Power 
Movement for providing a sense of hope, em- 
powerment and love of country to a higher 
goal of empowerment and commitment. The 
city government of Valenzuela has also recog- 
nized SFI as the Best Corporate Foundation 
for 2004. 

“Helping people, making a difference and 
creating an impact in their lives is very, very 
fulfilling," said Ligot. 


Every issue of the Inquirer is already made from 100% recycled paper. But if every Inquirer reader recycled their 
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THE ZUELLIG FOUNDATION'S 
AVIAN FLU PROJECT 


Preparing 
the business sector 
for tbe flu bandemic 


INTHEEVENT OF A FLU PANDEMIC, THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 
has outlined a worst case scenario wherein at least 25 percent of the popula- 
tion їп every country will contract influenza from a mutate, highly virulent 
form ofthe HSNI virus. There will be a significant disruption to all elements of 
society and a general downturn of business as more than half ofthe workforce 
will not be available to attend work: twenty five percent will be ill and 25 per- 
cent wil stay home, too frightened to venture outdoors, Ten percent of those 
who get sick wil die, while the rest wil be very sick and unable to work for at 
Jeast one month. This will ave a major impact on all aspects of a company's 
value chain and on йз stakeholders. In fact, the Asian Development Bank esti- 
mates that a би pandemic could cost the Asian region as much as USS300 bil- 
Юпп lost GDP 

While the marshalling ofthe international community’ formidable scientific, 
technological and government resources to combat the threat ofa pandemic has 
made the possibilty ofthis worst case scenario coming to pass remote it is sil 
early incumbent upon business to prepare for just such a scenario, as retum of. 
investment to company shareholders is paramount at all times. And because 
maintaining company reputation and exercising Corporate Social Responsibility 
are central to business survival and growth, this contingency planning processis 
particularly crucial for several industry groups that cannot stop the delivery of 
critical services and products: power and gas, food, water, telecomumunications, 
transportation, security banking and healthcare. 

Company CEOs and management teams must find ways to continue critical 
operations and address practical business concerns: 

* Human resources issues, eg, what to do if employees cant come to work 
because they're sick; what to do if workers won't come because they're too 
scared; how to validate sick leaves; how to motivate workers to continue work- 
ing when there is fear, how to protect employees and their families from con- 
tracing fu; how to get filers for key positions; how to promote hygiene in the 
workplace; how to provide medical services to sick employees, what policies 
and procedures to implement in the event of employee death, etc. 

* Financial issues, e.g, what to do if banks are dosed during the pandemic 
period; what to do if the company is not liquid enough to pay workers; what to 
do if suppliers have delivered but the company cannot pay; what to do if the 
company wants to produce but suppliers have stopped deliveries, what to do if 
prices go up to astronomical levels, et. 

* Identifying essential and non-essential day-to-day operations, and making 
sure thet they can continue for several weeks during a pandemic. 

* Legal issues, e.g, defaulting on deliveries as stipulated in contracts. 

+ Travel policy issues, 

* Polices and procedures on working from home, 

* Provision of security at company premises, ер, in the event of looting, 
chaos in the streets. 

* Parmership with govemment authorities, induding planning what to doin 
the event of disruption in the delivery of essential government services like sani- 
tation, water electricity, public heath, and food supply. 

* Engaging and looking after the community where the company operates 

‘The process is called Business Continuity Planning (BCP) - ensuring that es- 
sential business functions can survive a natural disaster, technological failure, 
human error or other disruption. In recent times, assuring business continuity 
has also meant planning for terrorist elated biological, chemical or nuclear 
tacks, and now, most significantly, for a fia pandemie. Companies must prepare 
for the pandemic, implement a response plan during the dedared pandemic 
Чеп stage, and have a recovery plan after the event. 

Since the fourth quarter of 2005 the Zuellig Foundation has been running its 
‘Avian Еш Project to contribute го the national government’ bird flu and pan- 
demic би awareness efforts, and to catalyze a concerted private sector prepara- 
tion for the possibility of a new influenza pandemic. For fs first activity, it orga- 
nized with the Makati Business Cub and the Corporate Network for Disaster Re- 
sponse a BCP forum tied Avian Flu: Preparing for a Pandemic in the Philip- 
pines on October 25 at the Ateneo Professional Schools in Makati Ciy, The 
event, which had over two hundred (200) senior management, human re- 
sources and administration officials from the country’s top corporations in at- 
tendance, provided partcpants a briefing on avian influenza and highlighted 
the key concems that companies need to address in order to prepare for a poten- 
tial pandemic. Since then, the Foundation has been working with colleagues 
from the Department of Health, the National Avian Influenza Task Force, the 
‘World Heath Organization, and the private sector to bring the forum to more 
business organizations and local communities. 

"The Foundadon is likewise currently collaborating with félow-members of 
the League of Corporate Foundations on plans to strategically channel various 
privare sector resources towards the national governments bird flu detection 
and pandemic preparedness activities, 


Corporate Network 
for Disaster Response 


CNDR IS A NETWORK OF BUSINESS 
groups and associations whose objec- 
tive is to rationalize and institutional- 
ize disaster management efforts from 
the business and NGO community 
during times of disasters. CNDR spe- 
cializes in disaster prevention, mitiga- 
tion and preparedness as well as 
emergency response. 

NDR assists its members in the de- 


emergency response, conduct of 
donors’ forum and emergency situa- 
tion briefing, and provision of food 
and non-food relief items. 

CNDR also aims to lead its mem- 
bers and partners towards the frame- 
work of community-based disaster 
preparedness, The networkis current- 
ly implementing disaster prepared- 
ness projects in the communities of 
velopment of appropriate disaster re- Dingalan in Aurora Province, Cala- 
sponse programs for implementation, banga in Camarines Sur Province and 
research and publication and informa- St. Bernard in Southern Leyte 
tion exchange with established disas- Province. Seid projects are imple- 
ter agencies, member corporations mented with pooled funds from 
and foundations Bloomberg UK, Fluor-Daniel Phili 

CNDR helps its members create pines, Microsoft, Johnson & Johnson, 
venues to raise awareness on disasters ВРІ Foundation, CARE Philippines, 
and encourage participation fomoth- ап the American Chamber of Com- 
er non-member organizations and/or merce, among others. 
corporations, CNDR also assis in the СКОК з current efforts also include 
formulation of member-specific inter- managing three permanent resettle- 
ventions in disaster situations. ment sites in Pampanga for 750 

In the event of disaster, the net- households intended for victims of the 
work is mobilized to conduct damage 1991 Mt. Pinatubo eruption. 
assessments, source relief goods and Оет advocacies undertaken by 
financial resources from donors. CN- CNDR include preparedness for pan- 
DR helps in organizing and coordinat- demic and terrorist acts where it en- 
ing the low of relief goods and efforts courages the business sector to take 
and in the distribution of goods in co- оп business contingency planning аза 
ordination withthe Local Government major contribution tothe nation's pre- 
Units and NGOs based in the commu-  parednessforsuch events. 
nities targeted for assistance. Is pro- То date, the Network continues to 
Jects also include disaster monitoring, mobilize the business sector in the 
volunteer mobilization during emer- зрій ої corporate sector involvement 
gencies, formation of disaster volun- towards mitigating the effects of dis- 
teer teams among member organiza- asters on, and responding to the emer- 
tions, publication of emergency те. gency needs of, the vulnerable sectors 
sponse guidelines, systematization of of e socie 


